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Mobile phone ban in
Himachal Pradesh
schools from March 1

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Thursday an-
nounced that students will
be prohibited from using
mobile phones in all go-
vernment and private
schools across the State,
beginning March 1, 2026.

The Chief Minister said
the decision has been ta-
ken as a step towards im-
proving the academic envi-
ronment and protecting
students’ well-being. He
made the announcement
during the closing ceremo-
ny of the 69th National
School Games Under-19
Girls Handball Tournament
held at Ghumarwin in Bi-
laspur district.

“Under the new regula-
tions, students will no lon-
ger be permitted to bring

REEAl

Those found in
possession of a
phone would face a
fine of T500 and the
confiscation of the
device, the CM said

mobile devices in the
school premises,” he said,
adding that any student
found in possession of a
phone would face a fine of
¥500 and the confiscation
of the device.

SOP for compliance

“Additionally, parents will
be required to attend man-
datory counselling sessions
at the school. To ensure
long-term compliance, the
Education Department has
been tasked with drafting a
Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP) to address re-
peated violations,” he said.

Mobile phone ban in Himachal
Pradesh schools from March 1
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. Mobile phone ban in Himachal
Pradesh schools from March 1
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o Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Thursday
announced that students will be prohibited
from using mobile phones in all
government and private schools across
the State, beginning March 1, 2026.
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o The Chief Minister said the
decision has been taken as a step
towards improving the academic
environment and protecting students’
well-being.
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. He made the announcement during
the closing ceremony of the 69th National
School Games Under-19 Girls Handball
Tournament held at Ghumarwin in
Bilaspur district.
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e “Under the new regulations, students will no longer be permitted to bring mobile devices in
the school premises,” he said, adding that any student found in possession of a phone
would face a fine of ¥500 and the confiscation of the device.
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SOP for compliance

3rguTer & ferg wwaidt

o “Additionally, parents will be required to attend mandatory counselling sessions at the
school. To ensure long-term compliance, the Education Department has been tasked with
drafting a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to address repeated violations,” he said.
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Webinar on biotechnology
education, skill development
to be held on February 8

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Vellore Institute of
Technology, Chennai, in
association with The Hin-
du, has launched the “Bio-
technology: Role in Indus-
try 5.0 - Sustainable Future
Pathways” initiative to exa-
mine the expanding role of
biotechnology in an Indus-
try 5.0 landscape that em-
phasises human-centric in-
novation, sustainability,
and technological
integration.

As biotechnology conti-
nues to drive advances
across healthcare, agricul-
ture, environmental solu-
tions, and research-led in-
novation, the initiative
seeks to create wider
awareness of its societal
impact while positioning it
as a dynamic and future-
ready career domain.

As part of this ongoing
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a webinar on
Biotechnology Education:
Skills & Opportunities For

A Sustainable Future

initiative, the second webi-
nar in the series, titled
“Biotechnology Education:
Skills & Opportunities for a
Sustainable Future”, will
focus on how education
and skill development in
biotechnology are evolving
to meet these emerging de-
mands.

The second webinar will
be held on February 8,
2026 from 11.30 a.m. on-
wards. It will bring togeth-
er experts from academia,
international education,
and research, to discuss

how biotechnology educa-
tion is evolving to meet the
demands of a sustainable
and innovation-led future.
The webinar will feature
G. Jayaraman, professor
and dean, School of Bio
Sciences and Technology,
VIT Chennai; Pooja Shiva-
nand Breh, Environmental
and Life Sciences Pro-
gramme, Faculty of
Science, Universiti Brunei
Darussalam, Brunei; K.S.
Nagabhushana, Director -
Research, Prayoga Insti-
tute of Education Re-
search, Bengaluru; and
Jayanthi Velayudhan, Pro-
ject Post Doctoral Fellow
and alumni, VIT. The dis-
cussion will be moderated
by Soma Basu, journalist.
To register,
visit  hitps:// =
newsth.live/ p
THVITBTSE 4=
or scan the =
QR code.

el d

Webinar on biotechnology education, skill development to be held on February

8
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The Vellore Institute of Technology, Chennai, in association with The Hindu, has launched
the “Biotechnology: Role in Industry 5.0 — Sustainable Future Pathways” initiative to
examine the expanding role of biotechnology in an Industry 5.0 landscape that emphasises
human-centric innovation, sustainability, and technological integration.
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As biotechnology continues to drive advances across healthcare, agriculture,
environmental solutions, and research-led innovation, the initiative seeks to create wider
awareness of its societal impact while positioning it as a dynamic and future-ready career
domain.
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As part of this ongoing initiative, the second webinar in the series, titled “Biotechnology
Education: Skills & Opportunities for a Sustainable Future”, will focus on how education
and skill development in biotechnology are evolving to meet these emerging demands.
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UN human rights
agency in ‘survival
mode’: Volker Turk

g!ence !! ﬂ.llCE—!! €58

GENEVA

The UN human rights chief
said on Thursday his agen-
cy was “in survival mode”
due to funding shortfalls,
as he launched a $400 mil-
lion appeal to tackle global
rights crises in 2026.

Volker Turk warned
countries that at a time
when global human rights
are under significant as-
sault, his office was facing
dire funding shortages
hampering its increasingly
important and life-saving
work.

“Our reporting provides
credible information on
atrocities and human
rights trends at a time
when truth is being eroded
by disinformation and cen-
sorship,” he told diplomats
at the UN rights office

Volker Turk

headquarters in Geneva.

In 2025, the UN Human
Rights Office’s regular bud-
get — set by the UN General
Assembly of member
states — was $246 million,
but it ultimately received
only $191.5 million of that
money.

The UN human rights of-
fice lost around 300 out of
2,000 staff last year and
had to end or scale back its
work in 17 countries.

UN human rights agency in ‘survival
mode’: Volker Turk
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e The UN human rights chief said on Thursday his
agency was “in survival mode” due to funding
shortfalls, as he launched a $400 million appeal to
tackle global rights crises in 2026.
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¢ Volker Turk warned countries that at a time when
global human rights are under significant assault,
his office was facing dire funding shortages
hampering its increasingly important and life-saving
work.
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¢ “Our reporting provides credible information on
atrocities and human rights trends at a time when
truth is being eroded by disinformation and
censorship,” he told diplomats at the UN rights office
headquarters in Geneva.
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¢ In 2025, the UN Human Rights Office’s regular budget — set by the UN General
Assembly of member states — was $246 million, but it ultimately received only $191.5
million of that money.
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o The UN human rights office lost around 300 out of 2,000 staff last year and had to end or

scale back its work in 17 coun
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tries.
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Smriti-Voll blitz powers RCB to second crown

The two put on a record 165-run stand for the second wicket as the Bengaluru side chases down 204 in a thrilling finish: the Delhi outfit falls short in a final for the fourth successive time

mleft the opponent in a daze

with a sublime show of

WPL4

SCOREBOARD
-

v twinkling feet against spin
in serene fashion, notably

The award winners

Vivek Krishnan
VADODARA

mriti Mandhana and

Georgia Voll couldn’t

have found a better
occasion to produce a part-
nership for the ages.

With the Women’s Pre-
mier League trophy up for
grabs against Delhi Capi-
tals at the Kotambi Stadi-
um on Thursday, the Royal
Challengers  Bengaluru
pair came together in pur-
suit of a target of 204 and

strokeplay.

The record stand bet-
ween skipper Smriti and
Voll, worth 165 runs,
helped RCB clinch its se-
cond title in four years.
While Smriti caressed her
way to a 41-ball 87 (12x4,
3x6), Voll hit 79 (54b, 14x4)
as the southern side
tracked down the highest
target in a WPL final with
six wickets in hand and
two balls to spare.

The climax wasn’t with-
out its nervous moments
as RCB lost three wickets in

DELHI CAPITALS
Lizelle Lee ¢ Harris b de Klerk 37
(30, 3x4, 3x6), Shafali Verma c
Richa b Arundhati 20 (13, 3x4),
Laura Wolvaardt run out 44 (25b,
3¢, 2¢6), Jemimah Rodrigues
de Klerk b Sayali 57 (37b, 8x4),
Chinelle Henry (not out) 35 (15b,
4xd, 2x6); Extras (w-10): 10; Total
(for four wkts. in 20 overs): 203.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-49 (Shafali, 5.5 overs), 2-72
(Lee, 7.3),3-148 (Jemimah, 15.6),
4203 (Wolvaardt, 19.6).
RCB BOWLING

Bell 4-0-19-0, Sayali 4-0-46-1,
Arundhati 4-0-40-1, Shreyanka
20-32-0, de Klerk 4-0-48-1, Radha
20-180.

ROYAL CHALLENGERS
Grace Harris b Henry 9 (7b, 2x4),
Smriti Mandhana b Henry 87

(41b, 12x4, 3¢6), Georgia Voll ¢
Shafali b Minnu 79 (54b, 14x4),
Richa Ghosh ¢ Minnu b Nandani 6
(6b, Lx4), Nadine de Klerk (not
out) T (5b, 1x4), Radha Yadav (not
out) 12 (5b, 2¢4); Extras (b-2,
w-2): 4; Total (for four wkts. in
19.4 overs): 204.

FALL OF WICKETS
1.9 (Harris, 1.1), 2-174 (Voll, 16.3),
3181 (Richa, 17.4), 4-191

(Smriti, 18.4).

CAPITALS BOWLING
Kapp 4-0-38-0, Henry 4-0-34-2,
Nandani 4-0-41-1, Shree Charani
3.4-0-46-0, Shafali 1-0-9-0, Minnu
2019-1, Sneh 1-0-15-0.
Toss: RCB.
PoM: Smriti.
RCB won by six wickets with two
balls to spare to clinch the title.

quick succession. With 10
runs needed by the Benga-
luru outfit off the final ov-
er, bowled by Shree Chara-
ni, a couple of singles were

followed by back-to-back
fours from Radha Yadav to
finish the game in style.
Radha was dropped by
Minnu Mani in the penulti-

mate over of the chase.

For Jemimah Rodrigues’
DC, a fourth straight run-
ner-up finish will be a bit-
ter pill to swallow.

Despite the dismissal of
Grace Harris in the second
over, RCB kept up with the
asking rate through the
partnership between Smri-

Orange Cap: Smriti Mandhana
(RCB); Purple Cap: Sophie Devine
(GG); MVP: Devine; Emerging
Player: Nandani Sharma (DC)

ti and Voll. In the initial
stages, Smriti didn’t get
much strike. Voll took
charge — cheeky ramps be-
hind the wicket, fierce cuts
square on the off-side and
elegant drives in front all
flowed from the Austra-
lian’s willow.

Through the middle ov-
ers, Smriti came into her
own. She deployed her

dancing down the track to
Shree Charani for a six ov-
er long-on in the 11th over.
RCB’s response with the
bat overshadowed Jemi-
mah’s 37-ball 57. The rest of

the Capitals  batters
chipped in with brisk con-
tributions.

Laura Wolvaardt (44,
25b, 3x4, 2x6) and Chinelle
Henry (35 n.o., 15b, 4x4,
2x6) provided the finishing
kick with a blistering stand
of 55 off just 24 balls. Wol-
vaardt also forged a 76-run
partnership with Jemimah.
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Smrriti-Voll blitz powers RCB to second crown
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Smriti-Voll blitz powers RCB to second crown

HfA-aId B 3MTshTHD SeciaTell 4 SR b1 govl fRaara

Smriti Mandhana and Georgia Voll couldn’t have found a
better occasion to produce a partnership for the ages.
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With the Women’s Premier League trophy up for grabs
against Delhi Capitals at the Kotambi Stadium on
Thursday, the Royal Challengers Bengaluru pair came
together in pursuit of a target of 204 and left the opponent
in a daze with a sublime show of strokeplay.
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The record stand between skipper Smriti and Voll, worth 165 runs, helped RCB clinch its
second title in four years.
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While Smriti caressed her way to a 41-ball 87 (12x4, 3x6), Voll hit 79 (54b, 14x4) as the
southern side tracked down the highest target in a WPL final with six wickets in hand and
two balls to spare.
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The climax wasn’t without its nervous moments as RCB lost three wickets in quick
succession.

3ffcre &on # T1a g1 Hifcs SRt A Segl-Sieg) di- fadbe a1 fau

With 10 runs needed by the Bengaluru oultfit off the final over, bowled by Shree Charani, a
couple of singles were followed by back-to-back fours from Radha Yadav to finish the game
in style.
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Radha was dropped by Minnu Mani in the penultimate over of the chase.

I & 3ifar F Ted SR # g wfor 3 ren o1 9 BT

For Jemimah Rodrigues’ DC, a fourth straight runner-up finish will be a bitter pill to
swallow.

SiftrT AfgTE 31 SRA F forg amar =@f ar Iufasar w1 Fear sgya grm|

Despite the dismissal of Grace Harris in the second over, RCB kept up with the asking rate
through the partnership between Smriti and Voll.
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In the initial stages, Smriti didn’t get much strike. Voll took charge — cheeky ramps behind
the wicket, fierce cuts square on the off-side and elegant drives in front all flowed from the
Australian’s willow.

BT TROT T Wi B 1] Wedh el firelt | ard 3 HH STl — fade & die IR 3T,
HT-AFE TR Aol He 3R A B 3R AR R4 S ferars seaarst & ged 4 |
Through the middle overs, Smriti came into her own.
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e She deployed her twinkling feet against spin in serene fashion, notably dancing down the
track to Shree Charani for a six over long-on in the 11th over.
I fH & fIATs IR Fead @, T ak W 19 sfiar § off Toft &1 7ig w ar1-
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e RCB'’s response with the bat overshadowed Jemimah’s 37-ball 57.
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e The rest of the Capitals batters chipped in with brisk contributions.
Hieed BT 3 Jeararen 4 1 dol ArTeH fear

e Laura Wolvaardt (44, 25b, 3x4, 2x6) and Chinelle Henry (35 n.o., 15b, 4x4, 2x6) provided
the finishing kick with a blistering stand of 55 off just 24 balls.

(44, 25 A&, 3x4, 2x6) 3R AT 31 (35 ATETE, 15 A<, 4x4, 2x6) 3 A 24
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o Wolvaardt also forged a 76-run partnership with Jemimah.

Jiearae A ST & 1Y 76 I &1 ARt W B

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED [06 February 2026

1. | Quiz

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
A time for reflection

Kashmiri Shiite Muslims light candles at
the graves of their relatives to mark
Shab-e-Barat, at a graveyard in
Srinagar. Shab-e-Barat means the Night
of Salvation and it reflects

the belief that Allah grants mercy to
those who sin and blesses those who

pray.
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in 1912. She was the wife of which fa_tr'nnus
political figure from history? .

h :
QUESTION 5 '

This Hungarian-American socialite and actor
was born on February 6, 1917. Her fnnst
famous film was Moulin Rouge. Who was
she? -
Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. On February 5, 1958,
the U.S. Air Force lost a hydrogen bomb
named ‘Tybee' and never recovered it. What
is the U.S. military’s term for such events?
Ans: Broken Arrow incidents

2. In 1968, a U.S. B-52 aircraft carrying four
thermonuclear bombs crashed onto the sea
ice off the coast of . Ans: Greenland

Qulz
Broken Arrow incidents

° Meaning of the term

The U.S. military uses the term “Broken Arrow” to
describe accidents involving nuclear weapons that
do not create the risk of nuclear war.

. These incidents include loss, accidental
dropping, theft, or damage of a nuclear weapon
without intentional use. The term is part of the U.S.
Department of Defense’s official nuclear incident
classification system developed during the Cold War
for emergency response and reporting.

o Tybee bomb incident (1958)

On February 5, 1958, a U.S. Air Force B-47 bomber
collided with an F-86 fighter near Georgia, USA,
during a training mission. The bomber released a
Mark-15 hydrogen bomb, nicknamed “Tybee”, into
waters near Tybee Island for safety. Despite
extensive search operations by the U.S. military, the

bomb was never recovered, making it one of the most famous Broken Arrow incidents in

history.

Greenland B-52 crash (1968)

e InJanuary 1968, a U.S. Air Force B-52 bomber carrying four thermonuclear bombs
crashed on the sea ice near Thule Air Base, Greenland, after an onboard fire forced the

crew to abandon the aircraft.

o The crash triggered a major nuclear accident response, classified by the U.S. military as a
Broken Arrow incident, meaning an accident involving nuclear weapons without risk of

nuclear war.
e Aftermath and recovery

The explosion of conventional materials spread radioactive contamination over ice and sea.
The U.S. launched Operation Crested Ice, a large clean-up mission involving thousands of

personnel.

e Most nuclear components were recovered, though debate continued about one missing bomb
part. The incident led to tighter nuclear safety rules, improved airborne alert policies, and
eventually the end of routine U.S. nuclear bomber patrols over Greenland.

Alexander Lebed and “suitcase nuclear devices” claim

o After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, former Russian national security adviser
Alexander Lebed stated in 1997 that the Russian military had lost track of around 100
portable nuclear devices, often described as “suitcase-sized” bombs. He suggested
these weapons were small tactical nuclear demolition munitions developed during the Cold
War for sabotage missions, raising global concern about nuclear security and possible

proliferation risks.

¢ Russian authorities, including the Defence Ministry and security agencies, denied Lebed’s
claim, stating that all nuclear weapons were fully accounted for and securely controlled. U.S.
intelligence assessments also found no confirmed evidence of missing suitcase bombs. The
issue nevertheless prompted stronger international nuclear security cooperation,
improved safeguarding of former Soviet arsenals, and expansion of programs to secure and
dismantle nuclear materials after the Cold War.
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Project Azorian (1974 CIA Recovery Mission)

Mission overview

In 1974, the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency launched a highly secret $800-million mission
called Project Azorian to recover a sunken Soviet submarine K-129 from the Pacific
Ocean. The submarine had sunk in 1968 carrying nuclear missiles and cryptographic
material. The operation used the specially built ship Glomar Explorer, officially presented as
a deep-sea mining vessel to conceal the true intelligence objective during the Cold War.
Outcome and significance

The CIA managed to lift part of the submarine from extreme depth, but a mechanical failure
caused most of it to fall back to the ocean floor. Some materials, including human remains
and limited intelligence items, were reportedly recovered. Though only partially successful,
Project Azorian became one of the most complex covert operations ever, advancing deep-
sea engineering and highlighting Cold War nuclear intelligence competition between the
United States and the Soviet Union.

Nanda Devi nuclear monitoring device mission (1965)

Mission background

In 1965, the CIA and India’s Intelligence Bureau jointly attempted to install a plutonium-
powered remote monitoring device on Nanda Devi peak in the Himalayas. The objective
was to monitor Chinese nuclear and missile tests after China’s 1964 nuclear explosion.
The device used a radioisotope thermoelectric generator containing plutonium to power long-
term surveillance equipment in extreme high-altitude conditions during the Cold War.

Loss of the device and concerns

During the expedition, severe weather forced the team to abandon the device on the
mountain. When they returned in 1966, it had disappeared, likely swept away by an
avalanche. The loss raised concerns about radioactive contamination in the Himalayan
environment and Ganga river system. Later monitoring reported no confirmed harmful
radiation impact, but the episode remains a notable Cold War intelligence operation involving
India and the United States.

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED

| 06 February 2026

1.

Infertility in India: bringing mental health to the forefront of condition

YRd A 519 ARIe WA 9 fRAFA & g A a1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page8



[©]

r

atriotic [
Pathsh:

www.patrio

Infertility in India: brin

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

g mental

health to the forefront of condition

Mental health is not a peripheral concern in fertility care, it is a central determinant of reproductive health; until it is treated as an integral component of care for all gend¢

gap between what science knows and what society believes will widen; stigma should be replaced with science, silence with dialogue, and blame with compassion

Rashikkha Ra. Iyer

s womanhood synonymous with

motherhood? This question has

lingered in the Indian social

imagination for generations. The
country’s fertility landscape remains
firmly anchored in a patriarchal narrative,
where a woman’s worth, identity, and
social legitimacy are overwhelmingly tied
to her ability to bear children.

Despite the biological fact that
conception requires both a man and a
woman, the moral burden of infertility is
placed almost exclusively on women.
‘Women without childrenare openly
discouraged from attending weddings,
baby showers, or religious ceremonies.
Such exclusions deepen feelings of
shame, isolation, embarrassment,
identity fragmentation, and perceived
moral failure.

Infertility, though a medical condition
like any other, is frequently subjected to
moral scrutiny. Even when medical
evaluations clearly identify male-factor
issues — such as low sperm counts or
unexplained infertility — the cultural
script continues to place blame squarely
on women. This persistent assumption
reinforces a deeply entrenched gender
bias that distorts both responsibility and
compassion.

Men’s mental health
What often goes unacknowledged in these
conversations is that male infertility itself
is deeply intertwined with mental health,
and that psychological distress can
directly impair sperm quality. This is

1l ished in

c ary
reproductive science. A 2024 original
research article in Frontiers in
Endocrinology found that depression is
significantly associated with decreased
semen quality, including reduced sperm
concentration and motility (Zhang et al.,
2024). This means that the very men who
are culturally insulated from blame may
themselves be experiencing psychological
states that biologically diminish fertility
potential.

Further evidence comes from a 2025
open-access study in Reproductive Biology
and Endocrinology, which demonstrates
that depression, anxiety, and stress
impair sperm quality through
dysregulation of the mitochondrial
PDK-PDC axis, a pathway essential for
healthy sperm metabolism (Wang et al.,
2025). This mechanistic insight reinforces
that mental health is not merely an
emotional overlay, but a physiological
determinant of reproductive function.

Ironically, the very patriarchal norms
that so swiftly assign fault to women also
conspire to keep men silent about their
own psychological distress. This enforced
quietude does more than perpetuate
stigma — it may be actively undermining
fertility itself. Observations from clinical
reviews indicate that chronic
psychological stress triggers activation of
the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA)
axis, driving up cortisol levels and
destabilising the hormonal milieu

ial for healthy sper i

‘What emerges from this body of
research is a striking paradox: while
women absorb the social, emotional, and
reputational costs of infertility, men’s
unaddressed mental health burdens may
be biologically fuelling the very condition
for which women are castigated.

Research shows that

anxiety and

hope, hyper-vigilance, and disappointment compound this stress, creating a physiological environment that is less conducive to conception. GETTY IMAGES

Infertility, though a medical

condition like any other, is
subjected to moral scrutiny. If
the silence around men’s mental
health obscures its biological
consequences, the landscape for
women is even more ff: auﬂ!t

Acknowledging this dual reality is not
merely a matter of fairness or empathy —
it is central to improving reproductive
outcomes.

If the silence around men’s mental
health obscures its biological
consequences, the emotional landscape
for women is even more fraught — and the
science here is equally unambiguous.
Mental health challenges do not merely
accompany infertility; they can actively
impair reproductive function. A landmark
study in Human Reproduction found that
women experiencing high levels of
psychological stress had significantly
lower probabilities of conception during
each menstrual cycle, with elevated
salivary alpha-amylase — a biomarker of
stress —correlating with reduced
fecundability (Lynch et al., 2014). In other
words, stress is not just a by-product of
infertility; it can be a precursor.

Findings from a number of studies
underscore that emotional distress is not
simply “in the mind” — it is inscribed in
the endocrine system.

Taken together, the evidence paints a
sobering picture: women are not only
socially penalised for infertility but may
also be physiologically disadvantaged by
the very emotional burdens that stigma
imposes. It is a cruel feedback loop — one
in which social pressure becomes a
biological impediment, and biology
becomes further ammunition for social
blame. Recognising this interplay is
essential. Mental health is not a
peripheral concern in fertility care, itis a
central determinant of reproductive
health. Until emotional well-being i

the gap between what science knows and
what society believes will continue to
widen, to the detriment of the very
people seeking to build families. The
consequences of this emotional burden
extend even further when couples enter
the realm of infertility treatment. Assisted
reproductive technologies are often
portrayed as purely biomedical solutions,
yet their success is intimately tied to
psychological wellbeing. Chronic stress —
fuelled by stigma, family pressure,
financial strain, and the relentless
expectation to conceive — can disrupt
hormonal regulation, impair ovulation,
and interfere with the body’s
responsiveness to treatment protocols.

Pressures of treatment

Research consistently shows that
heightened anxiety and depressive
symptoms are associated with lower
success rates in procedures such as IVF.
‘The monthly cycle of hope,
hyper-vigilance, and disappointment
compound this stress, creating a
physiological environment that is less
conducive to conception.
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couples may find themselves navigating
not only the challenges of infertility but
also the quiet erosion of the connection
that once anchored their partnership.

The path forward

India stands at a crossroads. The science
is clear, the human cost undeniable, and
yet our cultural narratives remain
stubbornly unchanged.

The first step forward is cultural
honesty. We must finally sever the idea
that womanhood is validated through
motherhood. As long as society treats
fertility as a measure of virtue, women
will continue to pay with their dignity,
their mental health, and in many cases,
their biological chances of conceiving.
Equally urgent is the need to bring men
into the centre of the conversation. The
data shows that male mental health
directly affects fertility, yet patriarchal
norms keep men silent, unexamined, and
emotionally unsupported.

Clinics, too, must evolve. Mental health
support cannot remain a decorative
add-on to reproductive care. It must be
embedded into every stage of assessment

The p of infertility
also reshape the most intimate
dimensions of a couple’s relationship.
What is ordinarily an expression of desire,
connection, or spontaneity can become
tightly choreographed around ovulation
windows, clinic schedules, and medical
directives. Many couples describe sex
during treatment as increasingly
mechanical — an obligation rather than an
act of intimacy.

This can erode relational closeness.
Over time, the emotional strain can
dampen libido, heighten anxiety, and
create a sense of detachment between
partners. Ironically, the very effort to
conceive can undermine the relational
and psychological conditions that support
healthy sexual functioning.

Recognising this dynamic is crucial.
Fertility treatment is not only a medical
journey but a relational one. Without

is
treated with the same seri as
hormonal assays and ultrasound scans,

comy support that
acknowledges the toll on intimacy,

and Screening for anxiety,
depression, and relational strain should
be as routine as semen analysis or
hormone testing. When emotional
wellbeing is treated as essential,
outcomes improve — not just medically,
but humanely. Finally, couples need
support that protects their relationships
from the corrosive pressures of
treatment. Infertility should not be
allowed to hollow out intimacy or turn
partnership into performance.

The way forward is not complicated —
it is simply long overdue. We must replace
stigma with science, silence with
dialogue, and blame with compassion.
Only then can fertility care in India move
from being a site of quiet suffering to one
of dignity, equity, and genuine healing.

(Rashikkha Ra. Iyer is a
multidisciplinary clinician working in the
U.K., specialising in the delivery of clinical
interventions in forensic settings.
Rashikkha.Ralyer@outlook.com)

Infertility in India: bringing mental health to the forefront of condition

YRd H 9519 AR Wy &1 AT & g A a1

o Mental health is not a peripheral concern in fertility care, it is a central determinant of
reproductive health; until it is treated as an integral component of care for all genders, gap
between what science knows and what society believes will widen; stigma should be replaced
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with science, silence with dialogue, and blame with compassion

AR WA Yo S@HTE § D18 gTRA &1 vy 7€l 8, U8 Usi+ Wiy &1 U6 $
fAufe §; 59 9o 38 gt fori & o Savar o1 aiftrr e =18t arn se, o« I o=
FIT ST 8 3R JHTS! T T § & S $I WIS gl ST e o fage 9, §i9 3t
TaTe T, 3R YR &) HIUM I FCa-T et

Is womanhood synonymous with motherhood?

FT Wl ATged &1 41T 82

Is womanhood synonymous with motherhood? This question has lingered in the Indian
social imagination for generations. The country’s fertility landscape remains firmly
anchored in a patriarchal narrative, where a woman’s worth, identity, and social
legitimacy are overwhelmingly tied to her ability to bear children.

T T A BT U1 872 U8 Uy WA Ao Heur 3 fifedl 9 s gsn gl ax &l
T UfveRd Uh FIqarers Ul § 2ol 9 581 §311 §, S8l Ud Hiedl &l Yed, Ugd 3%
TG AT SIS TU J ST JdTH ST XA DI &l ¥ TS gl g

Despite the biological fact that conception requires both a man and a woman, the moral
burden of infertility is placed almost exclusively on women. Women without children are
openly discouraged from attending weddings, baby showers, or religious ceremonies.
Such exclusions deepen feelings of shame, isolation, embarrassment, identity
fragmentation, and perceived moral failure.

9 I q & Fracie o THfe™ ¥ e gow iR afgar At sraxaw €, aigad &1 Afas
agr a1y gt aRe Afgensit wR S1a foan srar g1 famn st areft wfgensht @ mnfea, Mg wRisg
1 Tfifes JuRIE & A g Gawx galeaTied a1 Sl g | T8 IR =, S,
TP, TgaE & faws aﬁ'\r?rl%w BT B YA BT 3R TERT IR B

Infertility, though a medical condition like any other, is frequently subjected to moral
scrutiny. Even when medical evaluations clearly identify male-factor issues — such as
low sperm counts or unexplained infertility — the cultural script continues to place blame
squarely on women. This persistent assumption reinforces a deeply entrenched gender
bias that distorts both responsibility and compassion.

iU, 37 B! R T FRIfpeia fRAfd 817 & srave, SRR e s & srefiv gar g1 st
e & I RfreiTa wieror WY FU Y You-SRS THEIST — S 1 YhT] HS a1
3P TS — $] U8 B4 o, a9 i IRplae T e Hie Afgensii W srad @ 21
I TR YRUT TERT8 Y o9 §U AR Y&UTd B! Holgd HRcl 8, S Forer 3k ergyfa
3 &I fagpd aRdt B

Men’s mental health

TSl BT ARG W@y

What often goes unacknowledged in these conversations is that male infertility itself is
deeply intertwined with mental health, and that psychological distress can directly impair
sperm quality. This is well-established in contemporary reproductive science. A 2024
original research article in Frontiers in Endocrinology found that depression is significantly
associated with decreased semen quality, including reduced sperm concentration and
motility (Zhang et al., 2024). This means that the very men who are culturally insulated from
blame may themselves be experiencing psychological states that biologically diminish
fertility potential.

S 91 SRR 39 Tt § $HeE X8 it §, 98 U8 § % T3 Sigiue Wy AHiye WRka 9
TEXT 9 9T 8, 3R AP q-I1a 1 ehTV] UGt &1 JUIfad o 9ol ¢ | I8 SMyfs
o fag & 33t ke WIfid 81 2024 H Frontiers in Endocrinology & TR T TNy =
U1 & 3radTe &1 dde et g3 did Jurawr, S &3 I[eeTu] THRrdT iR Tfa=fterdr i
8 (Zhang et al., 2024), ¥ Tg@yUl ©U I J&T ¢ | SUHI 31 § b o1l J30 Apfdd ©U d gy 4
TG €, d W U AIAIAD ATRITSAT HT 3HdT HR IR 81 Thd & Sl 9iddh U J Yol
T 1 HH F g

Further evidence comes from a 2025 open-access study in Reproductive Biology and
Endocrinology, which demonstrates that depression, anxiety, and stress impair sperm
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quality through dysregulation of the mitochondrial PDK-PDC axis, a pathway essential for
healthy sperm metabolism (Wang et al., 2025). This mechanistic insight reinforces that
mental health is not merely an emotional overlay, but a physiological determinant of
reproductive function.

3T & YHTUT 2025 H Reproductive Biology and Endocrinology T U1 T 3NU-TRY
3T § e €, o i § & sraware, fiar 8k a-ira "rgelsIf<sad PDK-PDC 318 &

QT & ATEH Y H1Y] T[UIaT &I YHIFAd HRd &, O W epTU] IaTvad & g IR
TRt § (Wang et al., 2025). I8 Tif® THY ASEd Hal ¢ [ AFTR® WA $Had U6
YIGATE S URd -T5] ©, Sicth Uoi BT PI Th ARG AUR® 5|
Ironically, the very patriarchal norms that so swiftly assign fault to women also conspire to
keep men silent about their own psychological distress. This enforced quietude does
more than perpetuate stigma — it may be actively undermining fertility itself. Observations
from clinical reviews indicate that chronic psychological stress triggers activation of the
hypothalamic—pituitary—adrenal (HPA) axis, driving up cortisol levels and destabilising
the hormonal milieu essential for healthy spermatogenesis.
fage g8 ¢ % 98! FUqaaTar® Ads S oot 3 IV Afarsii uR ST &, Ul &1 gu 67
¥ forg +ft ToteR o §, o 3 3o HeilagfAe 991d & aR H T8 aiad | 98 A TS gudt
Hadq HAP DI g1 BT ol WA — Ffeh TUIA: T YT &T B FHSR B2 6! 5l
fFafrea witens & siacied 9ard ¢ fo dd@Ticrs aagT=S a-1d gTsudaiie-
freged- @qﬁ(HPA) &l B Tlthg FHRl &, o PifeHId TR 9 od & AR WY
IEFSAA & (T AT S gTHIE Aga-T SRR g1 Sal g |

Paradox and Reproductive Outcomes

faten v 3R usT oA

What emerges from this body of research is a striking paradox: while women absorb the
social, emotional, and reputational costs of infertility, men’s unaddressed mental
health burdens may be biologically fuelling the very condition for which women are
castigated. ] .

U MY & Y I UH WY FRIUTHTT IHRdT §: el Afeart 9igra= &t T, HTa-TeTd
3R UfIgRTa B o 8, a8 TOul BT SFgas AP Wy a9y S Rufy &1 Sfas
=0 Y §¢1 Yobdl & fore forg Afgenatt &1 qrdt sg=man o 8|

Acknowledging this dual reality is not merely a matter of fairness or empathy — it is central
to improving reproductive outcomes.

3 §Y RATaPdT B) WIHR BT Had ATg T FeTIYf BT U4 el § — Ug U= ufomsi
1 GYRA & for el g1

Women’s Mental Health and Fertility

Afgarsi &1 Aie WA 3R ye=1

If the silence around men’s mental health obscures its biological consequences, the
emotional landscape for women is even more fraught — and the science here is equally
unambiguous.

e Joul & ATHRIS WA & U & guit 39 Afae qfoml o fur dt 8, a
Hfgarsii &1 HaATHS uiesa ok Hf Sifed & — ok I8 &1 fagm= f 31 8 Wy 5l
Mental health challenges do not merely accompany infertility; they can actively impair
reproductive function.

RIS WA 3t gfaar Had Figa= & 1Y T8 gadt; d Jiehd T4 J Toi- B1d B
THIfad HR Tt §

A landmark study in Human Reproduction found that women experiencing high levels of
psychological stress had significantly lower probabilities of conception during each
menstrual cycle, with elevated salivary alpha-amylase — a biomarker of stress —
correlating with reduced fecundability (2014).

Human Reproduction ¥ U&IRId T Hg@qUl 3/ = U fob 3= TR & AAIaI—® a-1d
HT IFHT T arat Afgensit H uds wife o T & IR MR #Y JUTIAT BTt HH
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(2014).

In other words, stress is not just a by-product of infertility; it can be a precursor.

W Yec H, a1 Hadt S BT YRUTH 2T 7; T8 ITbT GITH H1R0T 2t 8 Fha1 B
Endocrine Imprint of Emotional Distress

YIGATHS 19 DI Sid:ATdT BT

Findings from a number of studies underscore that emotional distress is not simply “in the
mind” — it is inscribed in the endocrine system.

F3 Al & e 9d1d & for eI a1 Had 07 T T8 gl — I8 3id-|rdt aF o
Wt siferd grar 81

Social Pressure and Biological Impact

3919 3R wifde yHE

Taken together, the evidence paints a sobering picture: women are not only socially
penalised for infertility but may also be physiologically disadvantaged by the very
emotional burdens that stigma imposes.

Tt Treat & fAreraR T TR fm Ime o §: Afeand dad aigia & fIe amife Fu @
EfEa 72 gl afcp I U g & IRifYe &9 & ff guifaa 81 9 § St da® 37
R STl 5

Itis a cruel feedback loop — one in which social pressure becomes a biological
impediment, and biology becomes further ammunition for social blame.

Ig U R BISa® °p § — [ors ATHATRIS gaTd U RAfdd S18T 9 o7l 5, 3R Shafag=
3T TS GIURIYT BT SR & 71l 3|

Recognising this interplay is essential. Mental health is not a peripheral concern in fertility
care, it is a central determinant of reproductive health.

Y RER Y B UgaMHAT HTTIE ¢ | RIS WA Yo+ ¢@HTd § o1 fgdtas Riar
TeI 5, Ifceh U8 eI+ WA &1 Heid AUk 3|

Until emotional well-being is treated with the same seriousness as hormonal assays and
ultrasound scans, the gap between what science knows and what society believes will
continue to widen, to the detriment of the very people seeking to build families.

TS I UTGATAD HTUN ! THIS URI&0T 3R eSS o & FHT THRAT 3 =781 feran
ST, 99 dcb fagT &1 FHET 3R A T AT & o179 B WTs gt |, o 37 @
B B ST ST TIRER 991 & B PR B B

Psychological Stress and Infertility Treatment

914 3R Figu= SR

The consequences of this emotional burden extend even further when couples enter the
realm of infertility treatment.

U YTGHTHS Sl & TRUTH d9 SR 9¢ 914 ¢ 919 Sufd 9ig10+ SUDR & &5 § 7a% &d ¢
Assisted reproductive technologies are often portrayed as purely biomedical solutions,
yet their success is intimately tied to psychological wellbeing.

BRI Yo ab-1P1 & SRR Had vg-Fafecia gaus & w0 & ud foar s g, fiR
1t I T TERTS ° AAQID Hedrvr I St gl g1

Chronic stress — fuelled by stigma, family pressure, financial strain, and the relentless
expectation to conceive — can disrupt hormonal regulation, impair ovulation, and
interfere with the body’s responsiveness to treatment protocols.

rdopIicre 99T — S P, UTRATR® gaTd, e aigr ik mfuru &Y fARaR srem 3
Gl § — B FRA0T & S1d FR Gohd &, SRR S YUIFId B Iavdl 8, 3R ITIR
& Ul TRR 1 ufafepan grram & 558U I Il 5|

Pressures of treatment
SUAR BT qdld
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Pressures of treatment Research consistently shows that heightened anxiety and
depressive symptoms are associated with lower success rates in procedures such as IVF.

IR F1 <a1d WY AR e & {6 5¢t g3 friar 3iR 3raiTe & T&07 IVF oY SUARY o
FH Ahadl &% 4 I3 old &

The monthly cycle of hope, hyper-vigilance, and disappointment compound this stress,
creating a physiological environment that is less conducive to conception.

SATRIT, SFATI® Febdl AR AR &1 TR T ST a19 & Jerdl 5, o T Iifve
TIATaRYT ST ot MEROT & oY 5 3 Bl B

The pressures of infertility treatment also reshape the most intimate dimensions of a
couple’s relationship.

U STIR $1 <ald <ufd & ¥2d & Jo& °fig vggail & 1t sear ear g

What is ordinarily an expression of desire, connection, or spontaneity can become tightly
choreographed around ovulation windows, clinic schedules, and medical directives.

S AHIG: §58T, TSTa a1 WIHTAST &t sificdfad gidl 5, I8 JHiege= vy, feafs
ey SR fafreaeta fd=i & srgaR Fafia g s 3

Many couples describe sex during treatment as increasingly mechanical — an obligation
rather than an act of intimacy.

H3 <Ufd ITAR F SR T ey F 3HfF Fifie Fd1d & — T8 gigdr 1 a9 U6 ddad
CRESIGIE|

This can erode relational closeness.

Tg = &) frdpedr & FHoiR &R Todr 3|

Over time, the emotional strain can dampen libido, heighten anxiety, and create a sense of
detachment between partners.

Y & WY HTGATHD aTd W BT ! HH R Johdl ©, il 9¢1 JohdT ¢ 3R IReR! &
¥a g8t Ua1 IR IHd1 5|

Ironically, the very effort to conceive can undermine the relational and psychological
conditions that support healthy sexual functioning.

faSe ug § for eRor &1 YOy €t TR N Sriedr & RT3 arel Rearars oiR
TR fRAfedl & TSR HR IHdr g

Recognising this dynamic is crucial.

39 fRUFA &1 ugaT srid Tgayf |

Fertility treatment is not only a medical journey but a relational one.

ol SUDR %ad U faferaita arn 78t afew T wderars amm oft 81

Without compassionate support that acknowledges the toll on intimacy, couples may find
themselves navigating not only the challenges of infertility but also the quiet erosion of the
connection that once anchored their partnership.

e HAGTNe AR -Tg1 fHreidl ol gf-Igdr U UHTG &1 g, dl Sufd 7 dad Figrad 3t
gAfeal @ s 30a Red & ek 811 ot S B

The path forward
3T BT AFf

India stands at a crossroads. The science is clear, the human cost undeniable, and yet our
cultural narratives remain stubbornly unchanged.

HRA 0% HIS | TS o | a9 Wy 3, AHdia sivd srfam g, i off 50t wivgpfae
YROME 379 *ft 75 Il &

The first step forward is cultural honesty.

3T §g HT Ugell HeH JiPpiad SHMGRI g1

We must finally sever the idea that womanhood is validated through motherhood.

&Y 3fda: 39 faaR &1 dre gnm i vt &1 gf Argea I g1t 8

As long as society treats fertility as a measure of virtue, women will continue to pay with
their dignity, mental health, and biological chances of conceiving.

e I JHIS TSI &HdT D1 AfdepdT BT ATICS HIFT I3, AT 3= TRET, A
WY 3R TR B Sfe TUTT 31 SHd gHIdl G|
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Equally urgent is the need to bring men into the centre of the conversation.

I &1 SNl © b Goul Bl 39 "alg & dhg | Al ol

The data shows that male mental health directly affects fertility, yet patriarchal norms
keep men silent, unexamined, and emotionally unsupported.

i fawrd g for goul &1 aFRie Wared g uorH+ &iar & guifad &Rl g, iR ot
fIqaTd® 7S T30 &1 U, M@ 3R UTaATES FU J 3RIEH 39d ¢ |

Clinics, too, must evolve.

faafrel &1 +ff aga g

Mental health support cannot remain a decorative add-on to reproductive care.

AR TR WGART BHacl YT QT Bl T fRerd o a1 78 Febal|

It must be embedded into every stage of assessment and treatment.

U g U § M a1 ST A S 8k SUR & 8% 9Rul H|

Screening for anxiety, depression, and relational strain should be as routine as semen
analysis or hormone testing.

i, srawrg SR frzal & a=1a &1 Sifg 3o g1 Frafia g1t =nfee et i wftaror a1 gTaia
CIE]

When emotional wellbeing is treated as essential, outcomes improve — not just medically,
but humanely.

S YTGATHS Tl S| TaLIDH T STl 8, RO S8R 8ld & — had Afeeig =0 3
g1 afch AT =0 A o

Finally, couples need support that protects their relationships from the corrosive
pressures of treatment.

3icd:, SUfcrdl DI THT AT AT St 3o el ! SUAR & ga1a 4 S|

Infertility should not be allowed to hollow out intimacy or turn partnership into
performance.

U &1 ST B FHGR A T ATSieR] & NU=e UeRiH § sgoq & srgrfd g &t
EIGEeEY

The way forward is not complicated — it is S|mply Ion%overdue

3T &1 AR SIfed 781 § — I8 Pad 9gd THY Y <t

We must replace stigma with science, silence with dialogue, and blame with

compassion.

& pa® & fagE |, guit # Targ F 3R QY B HSUM A g 8|

Only then can fertility care in India move from being a site of quiet suffering to one of

dignity, equity, and genuine healing.

gﬂ%mg%ﬂwwmrﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁwwnﬂm FHET 3R IRAfa® ITAR S =
de |
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Brain
Cerebellum ~ [N
- Visual question:
. N\ Identify the part of
* The Cerebellum means “little Cerebrum , . the brain and state

C ooy what it mainly does.
brain.” It is located at the lower Hint: This part literally

back of the brain, beneath the - 1 translates to ‘little
cerebrum and behind the Hypothalamus—= ) — brain'. wikiMEDA
brainstem. ' Foman

* The cerebellum mainly controls Pituitary
balance, posture, and
coordination of voluntary
muscles. Brain Stem
It ensures that body movements
are smooth, precise, and properly
timed.

* For example, when a person
walks straight, rides a bicycle,
writes smoothly, or plays sports
like cricket, the cerebellum
coordinates muscles and
maintains stability.

* It also supports motor learning,
meaning repeated practice such
as typing, dancing, or cycling
becomes automatic and well
coordinated over time.

» Damage to the cerebellum can
cause loss of balance, shaky
movements, poor coordination,
and difficulty in controlled motion,
highlighting its vital role in
everyday physical activities.

Spinal cord

Teaterce
Crvelailar towivare

* The brain has three main parts:
Cerebrum controls thinking and
memory, Cerebellum manages balance and coordination, and Brainstem regulates breathing and
heartbeat.

* The cerebellum receives information from the inner ear, eyes, and muscles to maintain body
equilibrium and smooth motion.

* Though smaller than the cerebrum, it contains a very large number of neurons and plays a key role
in precise body control.

POSTERION LOM

GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED [ 06 February 2026
1. | TDB aims at tackling pollution in Pampa river ahead of next Sabarimala
season

ST HEIHT T A Ugat UHT A1 | Yguur | e &1 agg dStdt &1

Page15

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

TDB aims at tackling pollution in Pampa
river ahead of next Sabarimala season

Hiran Unnikrishnan
PATHANAMTHITTA

Stung by criticism over the
continuing pollution of the
Pampa river, the Travan-
core Devaswom Board
(TDB) is gearing up for a
crackdown on the practice
of pilgrims discarding
clothes in the river.

The campaign will be
rolled out in April across all
south Indian States using a
multi-pronged strategy in-
volving press conferences,
social media blitzes, new-
spaper and TV coverage,
and FM radio alerts.

The details of the cam-
paign will be finalised at a
meeting on Friday, origi-
nally being convened to
evaluate the just-conclud-

Aview of the Pampa river, whnch has now become mucky due to
dumping of clothes and plastic. LEJU KAMAL

ed pilgrimage season.

“We will do everything
to end this dangerous prac-
tice of dumping clothes, a
ritual that is not neces-
sary,” said K. Jayakumar,
TDB president. While legal
action against violators has
been ruled out for now, the

board plans to deploy vo-
lunteers along the river-
banks alongside sanitation
staff to ensure
enforcement.

The board will also high-
light the issue in its upcom-
ing Sabarimala pilgrimage
guide, to be published in

five languages aiming to
put a stop to the ritual by
the next season.

Chemical residue

An official from the Kerala
State Pollution Control
Board highlighted the hid-
den dangers of dumping
clothes, particularly syn-
thetic ones, into the Pam-
pa. “These garments re-
lease microfibres, dyes,
and chemical residues.
Since the Pampa is the life-
line of at least two central
Kerala districts, this con-
tamination quickly enters
the food chain,” the official
said. He added that the ec-
ological stakes are even
higher because of the riv-
er’s proximity to the Peri-
yar Tiger Reserve.

TDB aims at tackling pollution in Pampa river ahead of next Sabarimala season

TS FEHAT 95 9 Ugad gHT A1 § uguur I e &1 dgg At @1

e Stung by criticism over the continuing pollution of the Pampa river, the Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB) is gearing up for a crackdown on the practice of pilgrims discarding
clothes in the river.

T 1} § TAR B X6 UgWUT I A A ¥ 3T5d ATIUGIR Savdid q1s (drara)
T gRT el § SUS B Bt UUT R TBdt BT IR BRI 6

e The campaign will be rolled out in April across all south Indian States using a multi-
pronged strategy involving press conferences, social media blitzes, newspaper and TV
coverage, and FM radio alerts.

Tg S adte & 9t aféror yRdg Ireal o ag-smandt vorifa & 9ry = fosan e,
o o wi=hw, e Hifsar sifimm, sraar ok Adt wave, duT Twew et sred
M B

e The details of the campaign will be finalised at a meeting on Friday, originally being
convened to evaluate the just-concluded pilgrimage season.

AT &1 ARl YeraR HI g arclt o H Sifed ¥=u faar Smem, 59 ga w0 9 snft-anf
T gU A a &1 Tt o fou gamn o)

o “We will do everything to end this dangerous practice of dumping clothes, a ritual that is not
necessary,” said K. Jayakumar, TDB president.

SN e &. TAGHR A BT, “TH HUS b DI 39 WaRAID YYT I AT HRA o forg
T YT TN 31, I8 TP UHT I & S STIRaSP gl o l”
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While legal action against violators has been ruled out for now, the board plans to deploy
volunteers along the riverbanks alongside sanitation staff to ensure enforcement.

gTaiep 3t ST HR aTell o RIATD BT PIRATS A SAHR (641 71 8, Al als
BT HATRAT & WY e} fFRI IR THATH! B a1 BT JISHT &1 38T § dTfdh ara
g fovar o g |

The board will also highlight the issue in its upcoming Sabarimala pilgrimage guide, to be
published in five languages aiming to put a stop to the ritual by the next season.

IS 39 Ge, D1 0T ST Hadtaar dfam antelRier & f vgaar 9 sswm, 59 ure
yTuT3ft & YRR fhar STe, difes SRTA T b 9 IW B Aeh] o b |

Chemical residue

IS AT

An official from the Kerala State Pollution Control Board highlighted the hidden dangers of
dumping clothes, particularly synthetic ones, into the Pampa.

I YEHOT fT0T 918 & U SifISRT A g et § faxivas Ridfes wusi & ha &
50 TRl &I J@ifdhd e
“These garments release microfibres, dyes, and chemical residues.
F FUS , 1, SR RS 3Ry B ¢
Since the Pampa is the lifeline of at least two central Kerala districts, this contamination
quickly enters the food chain,” the official said.

3 T T A $H A P P ) el ) SaeRa 2, TR 78 vy aoh & @ gEe
ERCHERST G REINE

He added that the ecological stakes are even higher because of the river’s proximity to the
Periyar Tiger Reserve.

G@%?T%ﬂﬁaﬁﬂﬁuﬂmméﬁmiwmvﬁmaﬁwﬁ&m
E[3 !

GS Paper II: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED

| 06 February 2026

1.

Opposition defiled the temple of democracy, but nation’s poor are
behind me, says Modi

?ﬂﬁ%m%ﬂﬁ?ﬁmm,aﬁﬁ%m%mﬁ%mq%%
G|

Congress flags ‘procedural irregularities’ in Lok Sabha

HIUT 1 ANHHHT § Ufhbards faaffadarsii’ & Semn

Told PM to skip LS as MPs planned protest: Speaker
Hivg! gRT faRIY $t TS & Tad Ted B AFHUT T 31 DI BET: A

Tensions escalate in Rajya Sabha over Rahul issue, Opposition stages
walkout

T8 He, TR I § 7919 91, faues A afwsmse faan

Should the Governor's address be scrapped?
T ISTUTd BT ATHHTIUT JHTE HR f&ar =T anfge?

Trump attacks U.S. voting structure, mulls federal takeover of elections
<0 7 ARSI B Aaqr awIT W gHal fobar, gAamal & Hda rfergor wr
foar
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-Opposition defiled the temple of democracy,
but nation’s poor are behind me, says Modi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a scathing attack on the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said successive defeats in-
flicted by the National De-
mocratic Alliance on the
Opposition were proving
indigestible to it, but he
had the support of the
poor of India that any
plans to “dig his grave”
would not be successful.
Replying to the debate
in the Upper House on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President for her Address
to the joint sitting of Parlia-
ment, he referred to the
absence of a reply by him
in the Lok Sabha on the
same debate as a “defile-
ment of the temple of de-
mocracy” and an insult to
not just President Droupa-
di Murmu, her position,
and her tribal identity, but
the Constitution as well.
The Opposition benches
staged a walkout as Mr. Mo-
di began his speech.
Referring to West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata

All ears: Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking in the Rajya Sabha

on Thursday. SANSAD TV/ANI

Banerjee’s appearance in
the Supreme Court in the
special intensive revision
(SIR) case without directly
naming her, he termed the
Trinamool Congress-led
government as nirmam or
merciless, pushing for in-
clusion of “infiltrators rath-
er than citizens”, whereas
every country in the world
was determined to stop in-
filtrators  along  their
borders.

He deplored Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
“traitor” comment on Un-
ion Minister Ravneet Singh
Bittu, and termed it an in-

sult to the entire Sikh
community.

Congress retorts
The Congress, on the other
hand, accused the Prime
Minister of “hiding be-
hind” Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla. After Mr. Birla
claimed that Opposition
members were planning to
hurt Mr. Modi, speaking
outside the House, Con-
gress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra dismissed
the claim as “absolute lie”.
Referring to slogans
about “digging Modi’s
grave”, he said that those

Told PM to avoid LS over
Congress ‘plot’: Birla

Sreeparna Chakrab.
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla said he had asked
Prime Minister Modi not to
come to the Lower House
to deliver his response to
the Motion of Thanks to

the President’s Address
since he had “concrete
information” that many
Congress MPs could carry
out an “unexpected act”
of protest at the PM’s seat.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 5

who talk of ‘mohabbat ki
dukaan’ (a shop of love
used by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi) are raising
slogans like ‘Modi teri kabr
khudegi’ (Modi we will dig
your grave), which he said,
highlighted the Opposi-
tion’s frustration over suc-
cessive electoral defeats.
“They will never be able to
dig my grave, the blessings
of the poor are with me,”
he said.

The Prime Minister list-
ed out the achievemnents of
his government in the last
11 years.

“The trade deals that we

struck with nine countries
and then the 27 countries
of the European Union will
open opportunities for
growth,” he said.

Mr. Modi laid a big em-
phasis on his government’s
implementation of pro-
jects, speaking at length of
the PRAGATI project moni-
toring programme super-
vised by himself.

The speech lasted 97 mi-
nutes, and the Rajya Sab-
ha, in the absence of the
Opposition, passed the
Motion of Thanks to the
President, concluding the
debate.

Opposition defiled the temple of democracy, but nation’s poor are behind me,
says Modi

fauer A dpda & HieR o) srufdx fpar, afea 3 & THa WY 91y T, 1id A Far

Opposition defiled the temple of democracy, but nation’s poor are behind me, says Modi
fages 3 Aepcia & AR Y 3ufas fopam, AfceT 3w & e N Ty 7, At A pe

In a scathing attack on the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said successive defeats inflicted by the National Democratic Alliance on
the Opposition were proving indigestible to it, but he had the support of the poor of India that
any plans to “dig his grave” would not be successful.

waﬁmﬂmﬁﬁq&rweﬂ@mm@wmﬁaﬁﬁﬁwﬁmga
SI® TeaYH R fauel &1 ¢ 75 TR 8R 39 U9 761 @1 §, Al 35

T U 7, o I e TWie Bl pig Ui Ao Iud gt gt

Replying to the debate in the Upper House on the Motion of Thanks to the President for
her Address to the joint sitting of Parliament, he referred to the absence of a reply by him in
the Lok Sabha on the same debate as a “defilement of the temple of democracy” and an
insult to not just President Droupadi Murmu, her position, and her tribal identity, but the
Constitution as well.

e & Hgad 7 H AU MU Igufa & ST iR 4=iaTeg YT R I He | g3 959 3l

HRd

TR& &1
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e The Opposition benches staged a walkout as Mr. Modi began his speech.
SR g1 ot Wit 7 3oy Y o, fageft S A drwemse e

e Referring to West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s appearance in the Supreme
Court in the special intensive revision (SIR) case without directly naming her, he termed the
Trinamool Congress-led government as nirmam or merciless, pushing for inclusion of
“infiltrators rather than citizens”, whereas every country in the world was determined to stop
infiltrators along their borders.

Tf3 Se Bt gt wHar aereif 1 A fore foe Ry e gAsterur (SIR) HrEe B it
DI T 31 JUMFT BT I wad@dﬁﬂwm-dqaawﬁmwmﬁﬁﬁq T,
S RS & Fomd gAfeal” &1 MAA - IR AR ¢ @1 ¢, STdfds g &1 8- T 37Ol
Trarelf W gHAf3al w1 A & e ufdes 21

e He deplored Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s “traitor” comment on Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu, and termed it an insult to the entire Sikh community.

IBH ST A1 Aga M gR1 Feg vt 9 Rig faeg R 3t 18 R fewoht @t e
3! 3R U I R wger &1 S99 Sar|

Congress retorts
P BT IaedR

e The Congress, on the other hand, accused the Prime Minister of “hiding behind” Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla.
GIRI 3MR, BIURT = TUTHA R ArmaHT e ¥ faRar & “Uis U &1 3RIg T |

e After Mr. Birla claimed that Opposition members were planning to hurt Mr. Modi, speaking
outside the House, Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra dismissed the claim as
“absolute lie”.
ot faRelr & U8 B84 & 91 & fauel & Tar ¥e & a1eR didd gu Al HIdt &1 Ju ugam
1 IS &1 IR §, P a1 et ekt arsT A 39 g &1 “guf g Farn|

o Referring to slogans about “digging Modi’s grave”, he said that those who talk of ‘mohabbat
ki dukaan’ are raising slogans like ‘Modi teri kabr khudegi’, which he said, highlighted the
Opposition’s frustration over successive electoral defeats.

“HIEt B el Wia" & ARI DI fo7sh B §U 61 Pal [ ol AN Higead Bl g Bi ald
FRA 8, 3 WIS O e g é@rqﬁfw@% S faues &7 AR AT 8R ¥ SUSl ganRn
CARIGIE]

e “They will never be able to dig my grave, the blessmgs of the poor are with me,” he said.
35 e, “d HHI A el Tl Wia e, a1 smfate R @Y gl
o The Prime Minister listed out the achievements of his government in the last 11 years.

TUTHAT 3 IS 11 9uf H (Ut TRPR T IuATSAT bl AR

e “The trade deals that we struck with nine countries and then the 27 countries of the
European Union will open opportunities for growth,” he said.

IEH Fel, ‘g A =N 3R {5 RITT Hy & 27 3= & 1Y S ATUR FHEhd [PU g, 3
faeTg & faTR @A

e Mr. Modi laid a big emphasis on his government’s implementation of projects, speaking at
length of the PRAGATI project monitoring programme supervised by himself.

oft AT 3 3 IRPR gRT ulRAo13i & foharagd W faviy 9k faar ok W &1 R & I
8 PRAGATI URAISHT AR rfehr R fawaR T 91 &t |

e The speech lasted 97 minutes, and the Rajya Sabha, in the absence of the Opposition,
passed the Motion of Thanks to the President, concluding the debate.

u%mmmﬁv%amﬁvﬁu&rﬁ%ﬁmmﬁmﬁ%mmaﬁ
qiRd #R 989 &1 YA fobar|
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Congress flags
‘procedural
irregularities’
in Lok Sabha
ECS I1:Polity |

NEW DELHI

Congress MP K.C. Venugo-
pal on Thursday wrote to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la alleging “serious proced-
ural irregularities” and
questioning the “authen-
ticity” of the procedure
adopted to pass the Motion
of Thanks to the President
without the customary
reply by the Prime
Minister.

In his letter, he said that
under Rule 20 of the Rules
of Procedure, it is manda-
tory for the Prime Minister
to explain the govern-
ment’s position at the end
of the discussion. If the
Prime Minister is unable to
do so, the House must be
informed, he said, adding
that neither of these re-
quirements was met.

“In the present case,
neither did the Hon’ble
Prime Minister reply to the
debate nor was the House
informed about his inabili-
ty to do so. This clearly
amounts to a violation of
provisions of Rule 20,” the
Congress leader wrote.

Mr. Venugopal also re-
ferred to Rule 362, under
which a debate may be
closed without a Minister’s
reply only if a motion to
that effect is moved by a
member and approved by
the House. He said that no
such motion had been
moved before the Motion
of Thanks was put to vote.
“This action, therefore,
constitutes a violation of
Rule 362, he added.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Congress flags ‘procedural irregularities’ in Lok Sabha

HIUT A TSI § Ufpards sifFafiadrsiy’ &1 Samar

e Congress MP K.C. Venugopal on Thursday wrote to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla alleging “serious procedural irregularities” and
questioning the “authenticity” of the procedure adopted to pass the
Motion of Thanks to the President without the customary reply by the

Prime Minister.

HIU G &. . JUENUTA - THAR DI ABTUT el 3 faver ot
U3 ferger iR ufsharere sifrafiraarsit” &1 SiRiu aman iR rgafa
& AFHUTIUT R Y=IaTE YXATd ! ULYTTHA b TWRAT IR & foT
IRd &34 B UfhaT &1 “UTHIOIGar TR 9aTd 3o/

¢ In his letter, he said that under Rule 20 of the Rules of Procedure,
it is mandatory for the Prime Minister to explain the government’s
position at the end of the discussion.

3T U | 351 gl [ BTl Fera- fadl & w20  dga aai &
3id B gUTHE & T SR &1 y&i WF FHRAT Af-ard g1

¢ If the Prime Minister is unable to do so, the House must be
informed, he said, adding that neither of these requirements was met.
3I5i- Bl fob afe FUTTHA T B T 3w g ol el &SB! Y1
& oI 1R, oiR SiveT b 37 et & & foplY oft sirawaasat &1 urer g
fopa |

¢ “In the present case, neither did the Hon’ble Prime Minister reply to
the debate nor was the House informed about his inability to do so.
This clearly amounts to a violation of provisions of Rule 20,” the
Congress leader wrote.

“IAA AT H, 7 & AT GUIHA 3 969 61 SR a1 iR A 8
e DI UHT 1 & UH &t Y1 ¢l T | I8 W ¥ 9 a9 20 & gray=i
®1 IeY §,” P Aar A ferar|

e Mr. Venugopal also referred to Rule 362, under which a debate may
be closed without a Minister’s reply only if a motion to that effect is
moved by a member and approved by the House.

AUITTITE A e 362 &1 it Iooia fova, forads dgd fovsi! HEl & SR
& forTT S50 quft TETd B o1 Al § O S SR HT UXTd fhll g
SR T 9T 3R e §RT Wigpd fasar sy

¢ He said that no such motion had been moved before the Motion of
Thanks was put to vote.

I8 Hel fb Y=aaTe U B HagH & ot 31 &9 J Ugd THT Bis
TdTd U7 e foear )
e “This action, therefore, constitutes a violation of Rule 362,” he added.

‘T UPR, Tg HRATS UH 362 P IY 8,” I5i- SISl
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Told PM to skip LS as MPs
planned protest: Speaker

Lok Sabha passes Motion of Thanks without Prime Minister’s customary reply; House adjourned

amid continued Opposition protest over US. trade deal and Rahul ‘not being allowed to speak’

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

ok Sabha Speaker
LOm Birla said on

Thursday that he
had asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi not to
come to the Lower House
to deliver his response to
the Motion of Thanks to
the President’s Address
since he had “concrete in-
formation” that many Con-
gress MPs could carry out
an “unexpected act” of
protest at the PM’s seat.

The House had earlier
passed the Motion of
Thanks by a voice vote,
without Prime Minister’s
customary reply, amid
protests by the Opposition
over the Indo-U.S. trade
deal as well as the Chair
“not allowing” Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
to make a speech.

After repeated disrup-
tions since morning, the
Speaker took up the Mo-
tion of Thanks and put the
amendments moved by
the Opposition to vote.
They were rejected. Mr.
Birla then read out the Mo-
tion of Thanks to the Presi-
dent for her Address on Ja-
nuary 28, which was
passed by a voice vote,
even as the Opposition slo-
ganeering continued.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was not present
in the House when the Mo-
tion was put to vote. Union

Stormy scenes: Opposition leaders trooping into the Well in the Lok Sabha during the Budget Session
in New Delhi on Thursday. SANSAD TV

Home Minister Amit Shah
and Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh were also not
present.

The last time that the
Motion of Thanks to the
President’s Address was
passed without the Prime
Minister’s reply was in June
2004, when then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
could not deliver his reply
to the debate in the Lok
Sabha following BJP prot-
ests.

He had then asked the
Lok Sabha to put the Mo-
tion to vote without his
reply. In his 2005 speech,
Dr. Singh mentioned that
he had not been allowed to
speak the previous year.

‘Concrete information’
On Thursday, as the Oppo-
sition continued its prot-

ests after the passage of the
Motion, Mr. Birla ad-
journed the proceedings
yet again.

When the House recon-
vened at 3 p.m., the Speak-
er said: “When the Leader
of the House was to reply, |
had concrete information
that many members of the
Congress party could carry
out an unexpected act by
reaching the spot where
the Prime Minister sits.”

The Speaker added: “If
this incident had taken
place, then this would have
left the democratic tradi-
tions of the country in
shreds.”

The Speaker added that
the conduct of some Oppo-
sition members in his of-
fice on Wednesday was not
appropriate and was, in
fact, “like a black spot”.

Told PM to skip LS as MPs planned protest: Speaker
Tigel gRT faRTY &t Fe1 & Tad YT &1 AHTHT 7 3T B HeT: A

On Wednesday, women
MPs from Opposition par-
ties charged towards the
Prime Minister’s seat in the
Lok Sabha, holding up
banners ahead of his sche-
duled speech. The incident
took place while BJP mem-
ber P.P. Chaudhary was
making his remarks on the
Motion of Thanks. The
Prime Minister was not
present in the House at
that point.

Mr. Birla thanked the
Prime Minister for acced-
ing to his request and
avoiding unpleasant
scenes in the Lok Sabha by
not coming to the House
on Wednesday.

He then adjourned the
House for the day as Oppo-
sition members continued
to protest and raise
slogans.
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e Lok Sabha passes Motion of Thanks without Prime Minister’s customary reply; House
adjourned amid continued Opposition protest over U.S. trade deal and Rahul ‘not being
allowed to speak’

AHHHT 4 FUTTHAT P IRURNTA SR b {91 Y=IaTg UaTd Ui fobar; Srfent smaR
Tugha 3R wga M A I ergafa T req o dor I faueht faRvy & F9 weA

e Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said on Thursday that he had asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi not to come to the Lower House to deliver his response to the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s Address since he had “concrete information” that many
Congress MPs could carry out an “unexpected act” of protest at the PM’s seat.

TIGHTHT Seres 3N faRT A FaR &1 Fa1 o5 IT1 WU % A 9 Igufa &
SFYUTYOT TR ¢RAATE YATA TR IR o b 1o et Fg & 9 o &l Fg1 o1, Fifds 379 U
B SR 2 o B35 HIU g YUTHA BT Al | “AUTRE Far & 9 4 fRy
IR DA g

e The House had earlier passed the Motion of Thanks by a voice vote, without Prime
Minister’s customary reply, amid protests by the Opposition over the Indo-U.S. trade deal
as well as the Chair “not allowing” Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi to make a
speech.

TG - 3 Ug SHTATS W ¥ Y=IdTg YEATd TR fobdT AT, YU & TWIRNTA IR &
fo1, Srafe URa-smfveT TR Tusha ok i gRT Aar ufauer Agd wich # dia @1
U 7 37 B! A fauer foRiy o T Tl

e After repeated disruptions since morning, the Speaker took up the Motion of Thanks and put
the amendments moved by the Opposition to vote.
a8 ¥ IR-IR Y & 915 e 3 Y=gaTe UdTa fordm iR faues gRT e e =it o
HofaH & for x|

e They were rejected.
3¢ W1l R feram |

e Mr. Birla then read out the Motion of Thanks to the President for her Address on January
28, which was passed by a voice vote, even as the Opposition sloganeering continued.
39 Te; foRET 7 28 e @1 faT 7T Igufay & SFUHTIOT R Y=4d1g WRaTa UgehR G,
o arrarst wa 4 uiikd o 71, Sefes fauer &1 ARarsht o 38

¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi was not present in the House when the Motion was put to
vote. Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh were also not
present.

Sd URATd D] AdaM & fold @1 741, Td GYTHAT g Wit 96 1 IufRyd 81 3| HEa I8
T} 3rfira =g 3R va wt vy Ri o die 8 3

e The last time that the Motion of Thanks to the President’s Address was passed without the
Prime Minister’s reply was in June 2004, when then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
could not deliver his reply to the debate in the Lok Sabha following BJP protests.

SRRt IR APATT & STHHTIOT IR Y=ya1g YRATd UUTTHAT & IR o {91 S 2004 H TR
BT T, §Id Ah ol FYTTHAT A Rig HTodT & faRiy & SR AGaUT T 989 BT 3R
eI G 9 A

¢ He had then asked the Lok Sabha to put the Motion to vote without his reply.

dd 351 AHFHT Y 30 IR & {1 81 U1d 1 HdlaH b o 3@ 1 gl Ul

¢ In his 2005 speech, Dr. Singh mentioned that he had not been allowed to speak the previous
year.

3T 2005 & WO 7 BT, Rig 3 I fvan o1 fob 32 ol afier 1 argafe et & 7 ot

‘Concrete information’

S SHHRY

e On Thursday, as the Opposition continued its protests after the passage of the Motion, Mr.
Birla adjourned the proceedings yet again.

TFAR $I, TR & UTRd 5 & ag f fauet &1 iy SRt 389 | faran 3 srifarg! fr 9
R R
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When the House reconvened at 3 p.m., the Speaker said: “When the Leader of the House
was to reply, | had concrete information that many members of the Congress party could
carry out an unexpected act by reaching the spot where the Prime Minister sits.”

T e GIUER 3 I G: 93T, Al 3Ieel 7 Bl “Jd el & +dl Bl IR o1 AT, a9 T U
3 THHRY Ut {5 HRERT U & F2 T 39 WM W Ugda, S8l FUTH 964 €,
YR FI HR IHd g I”

The Speaker added: “If this incident had taken place, then this would have left the
democratic traditions of the country in shreds.”

3eges 3 SIST: “afe a8 ge gid, d 399 S P AlPpdife WRTE dR-dR & St 1”

The Speaker added that the conduct of some Opposition members in his office on
Wednesday was not appropriate and was, in fact, “like a black spot”.

e 3 Hg fob JUAR DI I pratay § $o faueht T &1 3meRor 3fed 76t U1 3iR
IRAd H 98 “PTA Uy ST 7|

On Wednesday, women MPs from Opposition parties charged towards the Prime
Minister’s seat in the Lok Sabha, holding up banners ahead of his scheduled speech.

YUAR & faueh qoil Bt aiar Fivg diequr § guriE Bt e 31 R 3R 381 gu el
g Yo 3% Fuiid 1o I usd g3

The incident took place while BJP member P.P. Chaudhary was making his remarks on the
Motion of Thanks.

Ig gl 39 JHT g5 ofd YTSTaT ey Wt Serd} e=uare ueara R 3ot &1d 79 3% A
The Prime Minister was not present in the House at that point.

I JHY YYTHAT Fad H IR g1

Mr. Birla thanked the Prime Minister for acceding to his request and avoiding unpleasant
scenes in the Lok Sabha by not coming to the House on Wednesday.

v 3 wurE B 39F SRIY B WHR H3 3R JUAR B J&7 A 7 TR ArddHT
U T=Y <1 & oY g=gaTe feaT|

He then adjourned the House for the day as Opposition members continued to protest and
raise slogans.

gﬁa?ﬁﬁﬁ?w$mwaﬁawﬁmaﬂ%ﬁq&ﬁmﬁﬂwﬁﬁﬁmﬁw
gU |
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Tensions escalate in Rajya
Sabha over Rahul issue,
Opposition stages walkout

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress and other
Opposition parties staged a
walkout from the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday, accus-
ing the government of pre-
venting Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi from speak-
ing during the debate on
the Motion of Thanks to
the President for her Ad-
dress to the joint sitting of
Parliament. The protest
followed a heated ex-
change between the Trea-
sury and Opposition
benches.

In the Upper House,
Leader of the Opposition
and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge at-
tempted to read out ex-
cerpts from an unpu-
blished book by former
Army chief General M.M.
Naravane (retd), the very
point of contention in the
Lok Sabha. Chairman and
Vice-President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan disallowed him
from doing so, prompting
Opposition members to
walk out in protest.

Leader of the House ].P.
Nadda criticised the Con-
gress, and said that the par-
ty should not allow itself to
be held hostage by an
“abodh balak (ignorant
child)”, in a reference to
Mr. Gandhi.

Tensions escalated soon
after Zero Hour began.
Raising the issue first, Mr.
Kharge said Mr. Gandhi

Speech row: Rajya Sabha MP Mallikarjun Kharge speaking in the
Rajya Sabha during the Budget Session on Thursday. SANSAD TV

had not been permitted to
speak in the Lok Sabha
despite wanting to address
matters of national inter-
est. Before he could conti-
nue, Mr. Radhakrishnan
ruled that the proceedings
of the Lok Sabha could not
be discussed in the Rajya
Sabha, and handed the
floor to Mr. Nadda.

Mr. Nadda countered,
saying that the Opposition
should advise its Lok Sab-
ha members to participate
in the debate rather than
disrupt the House. Opposi-
tion MPs responded with
slogans, alleging that de-
mocracy was being “throt-
tled”.

Rijiju questions protest
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju ques-
tioned the timing of the
protest, noting that the Ra-
jya Sabha debate had pro-
ceeded uninterrupted for
three days. Reiterating his
ruling, the Rajya Sabha

Chairman cited a prece-
dent based on an interven-
tion by former Prime Mi-
nister Jawaharlal Nehru,
advising against references
to Lok Sabha proceedings
in the Upper House.

Mr. Nadda said the go-
vernment was prepared
for discussion “in all forms
and at all times”. He ad-
vised Mr. Kharge, as Con-
gress chief, to run the par-
ty independently and not
allow it to become hostage
to the “abodh balak”. He
added: “You shouldn’t let
pride, arrogance and igno-
rance dictate... Arrogance
and ignorance are a potent
combination and you
should stay away from it.”

The Congress president
said such language was un-
acceptable and accused
the BJP of stifling demo-
cratic  processes. Mr.
Kharge said BJP members
were not free to speak their
minds even as they lec-
tured the Opposition.

Tensions escalate in R.ajya Sabha over Rahul issue, Opposition stages walkout
Ed Ge, W oA YT § 719 qeT, fauer 7 afepande foar

o The Congress and other Opposition parties staged a walkout from the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday, accusing the government of preventing Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi from speaking during the debate on the Motion of Thanks to the
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President for her Address to the joint sitting of Parliament.

FIN 3R 37 fauelt gaf 3 TR & ISI[UT § aiH 313 a1 iR WRPR W AequT i
et ufager Ige Mieh 1 WAQ F AT T F APUFT S FUUTION TR Y=a1g YT Bl
T & GRM I I A BT AR TR

The protest followed a heated exchange between the Treasury and Opposition benches.
T8 faRly wamaer 3R faueft d=t & i it 959 & a1e go

In the Upper House, Leader of the Opposition and Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge attempted to read out excerpts from an unpublished book by former Army chief
General M.M. Naravane (retd), the very point of contention in the Lok Sabha.

Io He | Har Ufduel 3R Hii e Afeasrod Wil - gd I=1 SR TH.TH.
TRV (JATIGH) B! TP AUBTIRIA [RAD I 32 TG B DI B, S YT o faarg &1
T fawg 7|

Chairman and Vice-President C.P. Radhakrishnan disallowed him from doing so,
prompting Opposition members to walk out in protest.

|HTUfd 3R IuRTgufa .. TUrp W 3 3yt srgHfd T8l &, e are faualt wewat A
Rl o dieamae faan

Leader of the House J.P. Nadda criticised the Congress, and said that the party should not
allow itself to be held hostage by an “abodh balak (ignorant child)”, in a reference to Mr.
Gandhi.

e & a1 9L.W. ST A B9 B AT HRd gU HEl [ UIet DI [ D “IaY I1ad
(3T Ty’ & BTl S 5] 9 o dTfeC, I8 fewult wTga M & dgaf I ot

Tensions escalated soon after Zero Hour began.

BT T BId 6l a1 §¢ T

Raising the issue first, Mr. Kharge said Mr. Gandhi had not been permitted to speak in the
Lok Sabha despite wanting to address matters of national interest.

¥ U5 5T 33T g WS A Fgl b g Mieht 1 gt e & qEl W e 9w &
FavG ArHaYT & i B Safd T8t & TS|

Before he could continue, Mr. Radhakrishnan ruled that the proceedings of the Lok Sabha
could not be discussed in the Rajya Sabha, and handed the floor to Mr. Nadda.

SUY U5 % 9 S S UTd, RTUTH I A 07 e fos afeadT &1 Sriare! IR IsasyT o
a1 78T BT o bl 3R ITH ST B! Slier BT AW |

Mr. Nadda countered, saying that the Opposition should advise its Lok Sabha members to
participate in the debate rather than disrupt the House.

ST - 919 ¢d gU Hel o fAuet &1 3107 AeaYUT Gedi & 9e- § qayT= S[e & o
&Y H U o1 ! Fele o1 A1

Opposition MPs responded with slogans, alleging that democracy was being “throttled”.

faueft wivel = ARSTSN Hd T SRIY T o Apad &1 “T1ar TieT AT XET gl

Rijiju questions protest
Rforeg A faRiy R Hara Somn

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju questioned the timing of the protest, noting that
the Rajya Sabha debate had proceeded uninterrupted for three days.

Tadta s vt forea feforeg A faRty & 90 R 9aTd 31 U Fel o Isaa T &t 9549
W= Tt oo fomm e =l ot

Reiterating his ruling, the Rajya Sabha Chairman cited a precedent based on an
intervention by former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, advising against references to Lok
Sabha proceedings in the Upper House.

39+ 10T &1 GexTd GU ISaaHT JUTUF = Jd T Sargrard Ag® & swa’ I
TYTRT Teb AR BT gara fea, forH 3= Het H AieaHT &t Sriargt o1 G&H 93 &1

BKICKARIERT

Mr. Nadda said the government was prepared for discussion “in all forms and at all times”.
31 A Fel s PR g% © U H MR & 90 79 & fog IR g

He advised Mr. Kharge, as Congress chief, to run the party independently and not allow it to
become hostage to the “abodh balak”.
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I8 B A S U H @S I UIel & Wad T I ToH 3R I “3aY g’ b gt

SYP - § o DI TG &1

e He added: “You shouldn’t let pride, arrogance and ignorance dictate... Arrogance and
ignorance are a potent combination and you should stay away from it.”
I SIST: “3MUD! HEPR, THS SR ST B! ANGRD To! 1 ol AMMeT... THS 3R
ST TP R FOoH & IR 3899 R 1 a1’

e The Congress president said such language was unacceptable and accused the BJP of
stifling democratic processes.
FERT Sremed 3 T U &F SRt T SR UISTUT R Al ditie uferanail &Y gam &1
SRIT T

e Mr. Kharge said BJP members were not free to speak their minds even as they lectured the

Opposition.

WS A Fgl S HTSIT T WY 3(U-T §1d GABR B & folU WA el §, Saics o fages &

JUC R

Should the Governor's address be scrapped?

| PARLEY | QQ
ast month, during the joint session of At least two other sessions of the State
the Karnataka Legislature, Governor legislature each year commence without a
Easlllwarfharnd Geh‘:n waﬂ;’ed o of Governor's address, which indicates that the
e House after reading only a few islature’s functioning inheret
iines of his customary address prepared by the legislature’s functioning is not inherently

State Cabinet. The Chief Minister accused the

dependent on this ceremonial formality.

Former

Secretary Governor of violating his constitutional P.D.T. ACHARY

General of the obligation. The incident followed similar

Lok Sabha in other Oy led States. for the Chief Minister and the Council of
In DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu, Governor R.N. Ravi Ministers to maintain regular communication
walked out of the r\ssembl) without delivering with the Governor and to be receptive to any
his inaugural address. In LDF-ruled Kerala, contrarian views he or she might have. Where
Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar omitted B such rapport and constitutional civility exist, it is
portions of the speech cleared by the Cabinet. Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot at the joint session of the State unlikely that an elected government would

v . Should the practice of Governors addressing the | legislature, at Vidhana Soudha, in Bengaluru disregard the Governor’s counsel.

Alok State legislatures be scrapped? P.DT. Achary and

Prasanna Alok Prasanna Kumar discuss the question in a House is an executive function Is this add) ught

Kumar conversation moderated by Aaratrika strictly on the aid and advice of the Council of to be dispensed with?

Ckindar o Bhaumik. Edited excerpts: Ministers. The recurring departures from this

Vidhi Centre for itutional convention are a conse of | Alok Prasanna Kumar: The practice ought to

Legal Poliy Does a Governor’s refusal to read the the existing institutional design. Unlike the be retained, even if it is largely symbolic and

Cabinet-approved opening address violate
the Constitution?

P.D.T. Achary: Under Article 176, a Governor is
constitutionally mandated to address the State
legislature at the commencement of the first
session each year and at the first session
following a general election. The address sets
out the government’s legislative agenda,
outlining the policies and programmes it
proposes to pursue during the session and the
year ahead. The text of this address is prepared
by the State Cabinet, and the Governor, as a
constitutional functionary, is required to deliver
it in that form. A Governor who declines to
address the House, or who makes only a token
appearance by reading selective portions of the
address, cannot be said to be acting in
conformity with the mandate of Article 176.

Alok Prasanna Kumar: Such conduct is
contrary to the constitutional mandate. The
Governor is an integral part of the State
legislature, as recognised under Article 168 of
the Constitution. This aspect is often

as the legi is
understood to comprise only one or two Houses
of elected representatives. As a constitutional
head within this structure, the Governor is
expected to facilitate, not obstruct, the
functioning of the legislature.

Can a Governor use discretion to alter such
an address?

Alok Prasanna Kumar: No. In Nabam Rebia v.
Deputy Speaker (2016), the Supreme Court
clarified that the Governor’s address to the

President, who is indirectly elected and subject
to impeachment by Parliament, the Governor
holds office at the pleasure of the President, in
effect, the Union government. (‘omequeml)
while the President remains

serves little functional purpose. The focus
should be on addressing instances of

constitutional duties?

P.D.T. Achary: Yes. When Governors actina
partisan manner and fail to discharge their
constitutional duties, it is incumbent upon the
President to intervene and require the Governor
euher to perform those duties or to demit office.

cle 160 of the Constitution empowers the
ident to issue directions for the discharge of
a Governor’s functions, particularly to address
contingencies not expressly provided for in the
Constitution. However, there have been no
notable instances of Presidents invoking such
powers to avert situations where gubernatorial
conduct threatens to create a constitutional
crisis in the States.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has
called for a constitutional amendment to do
away with this address. How feasible is it to
bring about such an amendment?

P.D.T. Achary: It is unlikely that such a
constitutional amendment will be achievable.
The Union government is unhkely to support it,
and its passage would require a special majority

discretion rather than abandoning the
c i The address

answerable to Parliament, the Governor’s
continuance in office depends upon the
of the Union rather than

the Governor’s place as an integral part of the
Ieglslamm and mﬂms the continuity of the
y model adopted in

the legislature within which the office functions.

P.D.T. Achary: | agree. The Governor cannot
alter the address prepared by the State Cabinet
and is required only to read it before the House.
‘The Governor bears no responsibility for its
contents and incurs no liability for what it states.
In a representative democracy such as ours,
executive authority is vested in the Council of
Ministers, as the elected ives of the

India.

P.D.T. Achary: I do not believe there is anything
sacrosanct about this practice. At least two other
sessions of the State legislature each year
commence without a Governor’s address, which
mduws that the legislature’s funcuomng is not

- a majority of the total
mcmhcnh:p of each House and a two-thirds
majority of members present and voting. This is
a difficult threshold to meet without a broad
consensus between the government and the
Opposition. Moreover, when the existing
framework yields evident political benefit, there
islittle incentive to alter it.

Alok Prasanna Kumar: Such an amendment
would be futile. If the Constitution is to be
amended, a more meaningful reform would be
to reconsider the manner in which Governors
are i and removed. Such reform could

on this
formaliy. Moreover, Article 75 of the
provides an

people. The Governor is therefore precluded
from running a parallel government or taking
independent decisions de hors the aid and
advice of the State Cabinet.

What recourse does a Governor have if there
are genuine reservations about the address’s
contents?

Alok Prasanna Kumar: The Governor cannot
hold an independent view on whether the
government’s policies are desirable or even
constitutional. Personal opinions need not be
forfeited, but they must be conveyed through
candid, private exchanges with the State
Cabinet. Once the Governor assumes office,
such personal views must yield to constitutional
discipline. A Governor may offer counsel, but
must recognise the limits of the office.

At the same time, it is a healthy

lhrough ‘which the Governor may address the
House or send messages regarding any pending
legislation. Reconsideration of this practice
becomes particularly pertinent in light of the
increasing instances of visibly partisan conduct
by Governors in Opposition-ruled States.

Further, Article 355 imposes a duty upon the
Union government to ensure that the
governance of every State is carried on in
accordance with the Constitution. When a
Governor declines to deliver the address
mandated under Article 176, it raises concerns
about whether that constitutional obligation i 15
being meani upheld. Such situati

ensure that Governors remain mindful that their
allegiance lies with the Constitution, not the
Union government, and that any departure from
this role carries consequences for their

i ce in office. This also explains why
Presidents generally discharge lhelr functions
without controversy, while Governors often do
not. The former is institutionally accountable to
Parliament by virtue of indirect election and the
possibility of impeachment.

However, as Mr. Achary has pointed out, even
this would require political consensus that may
be difficult to secure. Nevertheless, a serious
discussion on such reforms is necessary to halt
the gradual we.nlemng of consu(ummdl
led States.

risk precipitating a constitutional crisis, as the
legislative session cannot formally commence in
the absence of the Governor’s address.

Is Presidential intervention necessary when
fail to. their

=, ‘J*!« ¥

L ? To listen to the fullinterview
2 Scan the code o go to the link
‘www.thehindu.com

Should the Governor's address be scrapped?
T ISTUTd BT ATHHTIUT JHTE HR f&ar ST arfge?

Governor’s Address and Constitutional Mandate

ISUUTA BT AFHHTIOT 3R Haunfae Sl

e Last month, during the joint session of the Karnataka Legislature, Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot walked out after reading only a few lines of his customary address

prepared by the State Cabinet.
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ed 7eH Hrfed YR F TYF TF & SR, IASIUId JTavde Tgdid - 7 AiHsd
FRT IR WHRTTT SfYHTYUT &1 Fhad $ Ufdadl Ugdx Yed § 916 Id Y|

The Chief Minister accused the Governor of violating his constitutional obligation.
@il A s R HaUfAe i &1 Seeyd H &1 3RIT TR |

The incident followed similar developments in other Opposition-ruled States.

Ig geT 3 fauer wmRya Irsal § U 99 9e-hd & 9IE g5 |

In DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu, Governor R.N. Ravi walked out without delivering his inaugural
address.

DMK XTRTa afiasrg § Isaure SR.EH. I fom1 Sgare sifirymyor fidu 9e 4 argx =
Ta|

In LDF-ruled Kerala, Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar omitted portions of the
Cabinet-approved speech.

LDF MTd &3 & Io90Td Il ATy STdds + HiHsd gRT Wigd Il & $© gl
P Bl fear|

The question arises whether the practice of Governors addressing State legislatures
should be scrapped.

ﬁ%%w%%wmmﬁmmﬁmwﬁaﬁmﬁmmﬁ
|

P.D.T. Achary and Alok Prasanna Kumar discussed the issue in a conversation moderated
by Aaratrika Bhaumik.
... smarf 3R sl T FUR A 39 vy R mRifeT Wifte gr1 darfed o=t &

foar gad feul

Does refusa! violate the C.onstitution?
H FAPR AfaU= &1 g %?

P.D.T. Achary: Under Article 176, the Governor is constitutionally mandated to address
the State legislature at the first session each year and after a general election.

... smard: s 176 & T8 ISUUTd &I AaUTFAS FU | ared fvan mar g fb 3 g af
F Ugd I 3R HI A P 16 AU &1 Faifdd R

The address outlines the government’s legislative agenda, policies and programmes for
the session and the year ahead.

Tg SAfYHTU TRPR B faemd weier, i e srdel & ugd axar 2|

The text is prepared by the State Cabinet, and the Governor must deliver it in that form as
a constitutional functionary.

BT UTS IY HIAHST gRT dIR a1 a1 g 3R Iuurd & 38 34t 0 # Haurfe
TSRS & U & UK 1 811 3|

A Governor who declines to address the House or reads only selective portions is not
acting in conformity with Article 176.

o YU & B YaIfId $3 Q TR I § U1 ol 9arTd HIT UEd &, 3 TG 176
¥ ITET HTA g1 Bed |

Alok Prasanna Kumar: Such conduct is contrary to the constitutional mandate.
STE® THT PHR: T SR AP e & faudia g

The Governor is an integral part of the State legislature under Article 168.
JISUTS G 168 b g WoT FAUTTHSH BT ST ST T |

This aspect is often overlooked, as the legislature is seen as comprising only elected
Houses.

g UG SRR ST {301 SfTa § Fiifs faurded & had fatfra we de ftrd s
ST 8

As a constitutional head, the Governor is expected to facilitate, not obstruct, the
functioning of the legislature.

T HAYT T & U # Asqurel F 3Ual Hi Sl ¢ b d fyuradsa & orf o g
Y, SIfera A8 B9 |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page27



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Discretion and Governor’s Address
3R I BT AFHHTIOT

e Can a Governor use discretion to alter such an address?
1 ITUTe T SFUUTYUT ) Iga- & e fIdeTRIPR &1 Iua I Adhd 82

e Alok Prasanna Kumar: No. In Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker (2016), the Supreme
Court clarified that the Governor’s address is an executive function performed strictly on the
aid and advice of the Council of Ministers.
3TEI® WHA $HR: 7611 Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker (2016) & gtH ®1¢ = ¥ fara
% ITSaUTd BT STV T HRIUTTIDT BT § Sl had HEAUNYG BT TgrIdl 3R JATg W
forar ST 81

e Recurring departures from this constitutional convention arise from the institutional
design.
Y HAUTH® TRURT I IR-IR {39 HRITTG |E=1 & HROT I ¢

¢ Unlike the President, who is indirectly elected and subject to impeachment by Parliament,
the Governor holds office at the pleasure of the President (Union government).
Tufa, S s w0 § Faffad g1 8 9k wee R 7EThEiT & o= 8 €, & fauda
ST IPUT (% TBR) DI §01 W UG YR PRA & |

o Thus, while the President is answerable to Parliament, the Governor’s continuance
depends on the confidence of the Union %pvernment, not the State legislature.

$9 UPR 51 APl §HE & Ul SRR &, I5) a0 BT UG H% PR F 3y ) AR
IRl 7, 7 o g fyurmrsa w|

e P.D.T. Achary: | agree. The Governor cannot alter the address prepared by the State
Cabinet and must only read it before the Hou_se.

.8, smard: & vgra g1 Isuure Iy wiivied g1 AU SIfHUTYUr Y 9ed A8l wwa
3R 3% P A b HHE YT BIal ¢

e The Governor bears no responsibility for its contents and incurs no liability.
YT 3! ATt & forg Sdaverdt 98Y 8l 3R 39 R 1 1y =8 gl

¢ In arepresentative democracy, executive authority rests with the Council of Ministers, the
elected representatives of the people.

L deaa § sriulfae! o Afed wfufvue, o sar & Faffaa ufafaftmy & A
|

e The Governor cannot run a parallel government or take independent decisions without the
aid and advice of the State Cabinet.
TSUTE AR WRPR TEl a1 TPHd 3R Ied HRAHsa Ft Wergan ik warg & fa=n
oA ol 78 @ 9ad|

Governor’s recourse in case of reservations

3mufral &) fRufa & Isaura & fasey

e What recourse does a Governor have if there are genuine reservations about the address’s
contents?
g SHUUTOT Bt AT BT AHR IsaUTd B! ARATIS SATafal 51 o S U o1 fdded g2

o Alok Prasanna Kumar: The Governor cannot hold an independent view on whether the
government’s policies are desirable or constitutional.
TS YT PHR: ISTUTT T8 a7 B & [T W VDIV g1 7@ ghd (b IWHR B!
ffcat are-irg ar waenfe § a1 g

e Personal opinions may exist, but must be conveyed through private and candid
communication with the State Cabinet.
HfaRTd fIaR §1 Ghd ©, A 3¢ Wod WiAHSd & A1y feft i Ty Harg & Ay 9
o fobdT ST M8 T

e Once in office, personal views must yield to constitutional discipline.
UG U5Vl = & 91 HiaaTd [GaR] &l HaeUTf® SR & 31eiE g1 a1l

e A Governor may offer counsel, but must recognise the limits of the office.

YT URTHET ¢ Thd €, A 3¢ Ug B UHHTSH P IHgMT =nfgu|
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o Atthe same time, it is healthy for the Chief Minister and Council of Ministers to maintain
regular communication with the Governor and consider contrarian views.

1y g, gt ofik wiufvug gRT Touure & Y i warg A e ok faudia
Rl W & S W W1 5

o Where constitutional civility and rapport exist, it is unlikely that an elected government
would |gnore the Governor’s counsel.

et Aaute wafer ok smusdt arewe giar 7, 981 Malfad PR §RT IsUUTd & URTTRI Bt
JU&IT Bt YT HH gl B

Governor’s Address: Colonial Remnant or Co.nstitutiona'l Practice
ISUUTA BT AFHHTYOT: ufaflRie a=y a1 Haurfre aeusT

e |s the Governor’s address a colonial remnant that should be dispensed with?
T ISTUTE BT AFYUTHOT U SufrafRe =iy § for wara & &1 anfge?

¢ Alok Prasanna Kumar: The practice should be retained, even if largely symbolic and
serving little functional purpose.

STED T PHR: 3T TR DI FTRT IWT AT 1Y, Ul 51 I8 HIH! 86 dPb W IBTeD ol
R HH FRTAS I=T T ! 81

o The focus must be on correcting constitutionally impermissible gubernatorial discretion
rather than abandoning the convention.

& YauTHe U A RIS Isuured & ARG R o GURA W g1 91T, 7 fh 39
TRWRT B AT HRA TR |

e The address recognises the Governor as an integral part of the legislature and reflects the
Westminster parliamentary model adopted in India.
Tg SRIHTI IeTUTe B fAUTTHS S 1 ST ST AT <ol § 3R YR GRT 39T 1Y
e wudly aisa & efar 21

o P.D.T. Achary: There is nothing sacrosanct about this practice.
.8 .&. emard: 39 R ¥ oo oft sredd ufaw 6 B

o Atleast two other legislative sessions each year begin without a Governor’s address,
showing that legislative functioning is not dependent on this ceremonial formality.
HH Y DA 3 Y FAUTTIHT o1 TR Y Isuurel & SAFUHTI0T & 1 = 81 €, g wy ?
% faurdesa &1 o1 39 sitvefear wR ffk a8 81

e Article 175 provides an alternative mechanism for the Governor to address the House or
send messages on pending legislation.
TG 175 ISAUTA BI & B! JA B 1 dfed fadas! wR Jdw AeH &1 dofeus
WG T 3

e Reconsideration becomes important due to increasing partisan conduct by Governors in
Opposition-ruled States.

fauer =nfra w=ai § wsauTal & 9ed USUTayul STRRUT & HRUN Y IR YHGAIR Agayul 81
S R

e Article 355 imposes a duty on the Union government to ensure governance of every State
in accordance with the Constitution.

TG 355 & dgd Hg IXPR R I8 G ¢ [ TR I 7 W WA= F AR |
¢ \When a Governor declines to deliver the Article 176 mandated address, it raises concerns
about whether this constitutional obligation is being upheld.

e AU TG 176 & dgd At AFUTYor S I THHR FHRd §, O T8 UY 33T § b
1 78 HauTfe g Aumn s ]l

e Such situations risk creating a constitutional crisis, since the legislative session cannot
formally commence without the Governor’s address.

U fufa Haenfe e U B Tobd! 7, i Ieaqurd & AU & o7 faem |
NS = A IF 7L g Fpd

Presidential intervention and Governor’s duties

MPUfe o1 g 3R Irsaure & QR
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¢ Is Presidential intervention necessary when Governors fail to discharge their constitutional
duties?
SId IrsguTe 39 HauTfe gl 1 Mde B H fate gf, ol o1 wgufd &7 geaay
T 52

e P.D.T. Achary: Yes. When Governors act in a partisan manner and fail in their
constitutional duties, the President must intervene.

.8 &, smard: g7 99 Isuure verarayuf E @ S R4 § 3R o "aenfe gl o1
UTE et R, A AU BY AT AT AR

e The President may require the Governor to perform duties or demit office.
RIYUT ISAUTS B Perodl BT U A T UG BISH & (AT g Jbd ol

o Article 160 empowers the President to issue directions for discharge of Governor’s
functions, especially in unforeseen contingencies.
TG mﬁm%waﬁﬂeﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂwm&w&m%
IEEINERY gffRuferat 91

e However, there are no notable instances of Presidents invoking such powers to avert
constitutional crises caused by gubernatorlal conduct.
greiiich, TY 1§ Seeia-11 ITex01 el ¢ S 3 ISUTA & SATERUT § IUF HauTs
Hebe o A & foIe o1 Wfdkadl o1 IuanT faar

Feasibility of Constitutional Amendment on Governor’s Address

ISAUTA & STHHTIUT UR HaUTf e AY Y aderddr

¢ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has called for a constitutional amendment to
abolish the Governor’s address.
afyeATg & g TH.&. W A IsuuTd & STHUTYr & I FRA & o "wau e
TN B! i B g

e How feasible is such an amendment?
T "= foaH 9ua g2

e P.D.T. Achary: It is unlikely that such a constitutional amendment will be achieved.
.3, smard: T "= WU Yyad: awd Tl gl

o The Union government is unlikely to support it, and it requires a special majority in
Parliament.
F5 PR STHT AL B Bt UG HH g, 3R 39 U W § Aty sgua simaxgs g

e This means a majority of total membership of each House and a two-thirds majority of
members present and voting.

DT 37 g b UAS T &t A AT BT IgHd 3R IURYT g g B aTd J&i ol
g1-fogTE sgwa Ul

e Such a threshold is difficult without broad consensus between government and
Opposition.
Tt T B UR FAT HIEA § 9 5 WPR MR fauer & &ta saaes wgafa 781

o When the current framework yields political benefit, there is little incentive to change it.
I Hio[e] a1 IeT-ifae a1y it ], df S dea &1 Wi $H g1 g

¢ Alok Prasanna Kumar: Such an amendment would be futile.
TSNS YT PHR: U1 I=MeH e g

e A more meaningful reform would be to reconsider the appointment and removal of
Governors.
3 i GUR IrsauTe @1 FAgfadt ik gem &t uftear W AfdaR ghm

e This would ensure Governors remain loyal to the Constitution, not the Union government.
Y AT I 6 IsauTa wfaem™ & ufd IwigR 3%, 7 f $g IRPR & ufd |

e Any departure from this role should have consequences for continuation in office.
9 YHHT 3 fageH & Ug IR 94 78+ IR uiund g1+ a1gu|

e This explains why Presidents usually function without controversy, while Governors
often do not.

Tgl HRUI & [ gl am=a: faarg ed w1 34 &, Sefe Isaure SRR T8 |
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o The President is institutionally accountable to Parliament through indirect election and

impeachment.

Tgufa HHe & Ui WRITTT U A ITRe! € 8, Fifcs I7ebT el Ira 3R HgTiaRT

THa gl

e However, even such reform requires political consensus, which may be difficult.

BT, T YUR & forg +ft Irehfae wgafa

TS §, S o 8l Jobal gl

e Nevertheless, a serious discussion on reforms is needed to prevent the weakening of
constitutional governance in Opposition-ruled States.

52 1ff, Haenfie I F FUSIR 81 B Ad & e GuRY w 1R =t sraxge €,
fa=ive fauer wiRya el A

Trump attacks U.S. voting structure,
mulls federal takeover of elections

ETETI—

From calls for his Republi-
can Party to “nationalise”
voting to his repeated false
claims of a stolen election,
President Donald Trump is
ramping up attacks on the
electoral system ahead of
this year’s U.S. midterms.

The latest idea from Mr.
Trump — who still refuses
to acknowledge his 2020
election defeat by Demo-
crat Joe Biden — is to take
responsibility for organis-
ing elections away from
some U.S. States and hand
it to the federal govern-
ment instead.

“The Republicans
should say, ‘We want to
take over. We should take
over the voting in at least —
may be, 15 places.” The Re-
publicans ought to nation-
alise the voting,” Mr.
Trump told podcaster and

former FBI deputy director
Dan Bongino this week.

Low approval ratings
His extraordinary com-
ments — which were con-
demned by Democrats —
come as Republicans face
losing control of Congress
in the November 3 mid-
term elections.

Polls show low approval
ratings for the second-term

ya
Man and message: President Donald Trump makes his campaign
pitch in lowa, U.S. ahead of this year's midterm elections. AFp

President while Republi-
cans have suffered a string
of losses in local elections.

Mr. Trump has, howev-
er, doubled down on his
long-standing but de-
bunked claims of wides-
pread voter fraud — and his
insistence that he needs to
tackle it. “I don’t know
why the federal govern-
ment doesn’t do them any-
way,” Mr. Trump told re-

porters in the Oval Office
on Tuesday when asked
about his comments about
nationalising elections.

Mr. Trump pressed the
case in an interview with
NBC News that aired on
Wednesday, alleging
“there are some areas in
our country that are ex-
tremely corrupt.”

Mr. Trump’s comments
have sparked fears that he
will — and not for the first
time — go up against the
U.S. Constitution itself.

“The Constitution clear-
ly says that States are the
ones that do the running
(of elections),” Justin Le-
vitt, a professor at Loyola
Law School, said. “There is
no debate about this.”

Mr. Levitt said this was
partly because of the huge
size of the United States
but also a “separation of
powers” and an “anti-cor-
ruption measure.”

Trump attacks U.S. voting structure, mulls federal takeover of elections

<0 A 3MAN®T &1 gaqq IaRIT W gaaT fdbar, gATdl & S fRgor ) faar

e Trump attacks U.S. voting structure, mulls federal takeover of elections

¢ A Akt HagH

e W gHl o, gATal & Wt Sfrgur | fauR foear

e From calls for his Republican Party to “nationalise” voting to his repeated false claims of a

stolen election, President Donald Trump is ramping up attacks on the electoral system

ahead of this year’s U.S. midterms.
3ot Fruferer= urdf @ AdeH &1 ' B DI U J AHR g AR B 30 IR-IR
fhU U S gral a, SIFIeS €U 39 ay & SAfvet wearafd gAmal ¥ ugd gAmd!

JUITelt R g7 o B 3R B
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o The latest idea from Mr. Trump — who still refuses to acknowledge his 2020 election defeat
by Democrat Joe Biden — is to take responsibility for organising elections away from some
U.S. States and hand it to the federal government instead.

o €U BT TdHdH faaR — S 3@ 2t SHThe S II§S U U 2020 Bt AT R WDHR DA
Y TTHR I § AR IS4l T AT ST B B THERT A 39 |Hig
Wna%@uﬁm?

¢ “The Republicans should say, ‘We want to take over. We should take over the voting in at
least — maybe, 15 places.’ The Republicans ought to nationalise the voting,” Mr. Trump
told podcaster and former FBI deputy director Dan Bongino this week.
fuf&re=l &1 Fg1 AfeT, 9 A0 o1 916d ¢ 1 86 &0 9 $H — TG 15 VI & —
TdGH &1 01 o1 =1t I’ Rufsii-il ! Tagr &1 AT AMRY,” M Ty A 39
T8 UshReR 3R qd Thalang U s 89 J FEl

Low approval ratings
H

e His extraordinary comments — which were condemned by Democrats — come as
Republicans face losing control of Congress in the November 3 midterm elections.
D! SRR fewfor — fore! SHihes = e & — T8 w1y offs € oie Rufeie 3
TR F AT gATal § ST W 0 B BT A R IR B

e Polls show low approval ratings for the second-term President while Republicans have
suffered a string of losses in local elections.
el 7 geR SriwT & AFufa F R0 o0 srgHieT T R <t 3, safe RufRmem=l
DI T gATE & TR BR BT AEAT HA1 03T 8

e Mr. Trump has, however, doubled down on his long-standing but debunked claims of
widespread voter fraud — and his insistence that he needs to tackle it.
gTdies ot U A UG WGl YRATUST & 30+ TR Afh+1 WISl fHT T gob gral W SR
A IR} T § — IR 39 R BRATE B o g ot

e “lI don’t know why the federal government doesn’t do them anyway,” Mr. Trump told
reporters in the Oval Office on Tuesday when asked about his comments about
nationalising elections.

“q3 e Ul b g WReR 9% ot 75 a1 78 Fxelt,” off €U A HeraR &1 siaa Siiftew o
RUIEN A Pe1, d I GATG! & ARSI W I7eh! fewford] & §R § g1 7|

e Mr. Trump pressed the case in an interview with NBC News that aired on Wednesday,
alleging “there are some areas in our country that are extremely corrupt.”

i U - gUAR P TR TR g & T HI&ThR H Ig Hed gu U1 Y&l 39T fob AR
RH PO &A GG HE QI

e Mr. Trump’s comments have sparked fears that he will — and not for the first time — go up
against the U.S. Constitution itself.
ot <7 Pt fewfort A 39 3T & 5 fan § f a8 — 9k ug ugell IR T8t — Tad st
wfaumr & R S|

e “The Constitution clearly says that States are the ones that do the running (of elections),”
Justin Levitt, a professor at Loyola Law School, said. “There is no debate about this.”
“TAUTT WY FU I H5dl ¢ [ I &1 (FATA! BT) TaTeH HRd 8,” AT af 3pd & UHaR
W Afde 3 F811 ST R FIS 569 el oI

e Mr. Levitt said this was partly because of the huge size of the United States but also a
“separation of powers” and an “anti-corruption measure.”
ot Afde = BT & T8 31ife U W Agad T SRS & fAd MHR & HRU 5, Afdh iy
Bl I% I BT GYFHIOP 3R T “YPTaR-AH surr +ff g1
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giteaht A fifae dar srafial & forg ok fraw st
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%aaﬁ?m%ﬁwmvﬁﬁﬁaimmﬁ

Shah launches Bharat Taxi

in Delhi-NCR and Gujarat

Union Minister Amit on Thursday launched
Bharat Taxi, the country’s first co-operative-run
ride-hailing platform, which will start services in
Delhi-NCR and Gujarat initially and pan-India in
the next three years. Bharat Taxi platform, which
has been established by India’s top eight
co-operative organisations, including dairy major
Amul, will enhance drivers’ income significantly,
besides giving them ownership, the Minister
highlighted. Addressing an event after launching
the service, Mr. Shah said the rival ride-hailing
platforms have reduced commission and are
offering many other incentives seeing the success
of Bharat Taxi during the pilot operation. en

Shah launches Bharat Taxi in Delhi-NCR
and Gujarat

TMMe A feeeht-TRitem 8k eRTd # HRa
il At &Y

e  Shah launches Bharat Taxi in Delhi-NCR and
Gujarat
T8 7 feeeht-TafiemR ok ToRTd # YRa il df= &t
e  Union Minister Amit Shah on Thursday launched
Bharat Taxi, the country’s first co-operative-run ride-
hailing platform, which will start services in Delhi-NCR
and Gujarat initially and pan-India in the next three
years.
Py T fd e A [FAR DI G P UG AgDRI-
TaTferd gs-2RiT Wewid URd eRi & At faan, S
g&mﬁﬁﬁﬁ TSR 3R oRTd & YaTd IR BT
3T oI Ul & Q¥ HURE H faR S|
¢ Bharat Taxi platform, which has been established
by India’s top eight co-operative organisations,
including dairy major Amul, will enhance drivers’
income significantly, besides giving them ownership, the
Minister highlighted.
Tt g b URE Rt wWewiH, S era wfkd
YRd B MY 316 TgapRt "t gRT R foar man
2, TSR] B 3T H Iea-1g gfg BT 3R < wifred
Wi g B |

e Addressing an event after launching the service, Mr. Shah said the rival ride-hailing
platforms have reduced commission and are offering many other incentives seeing the
success of Bharat Taxi during the pilot operation.

Jd1 A B P F1¢ Th HRIHH

DI AT B gT ot =g A Fel 1% Irarde "are & eRH

YRT SR & THAAT B A gU Ufdge! WS -afeiT Wewid 3 HHIRH uerr § ok &8 3=

e i T W '
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U.S. shuts down 200 ‘illegal’ online pharmacies
tied to an India-based criminal organisation

The l-!m!u !ureau -

NEW DELHI

The U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration
(DEA) has announced the
shutdown of over 200
website domains tied to an
India-based transnational
criminal organisation
(TCO) allegedly responsi-
ble for at least six fatal and
four non-fatal overdoses.
Four persons have been ar-
rested so far.

The DEA executed the
operation in cooperation
with the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the Eastern District
of New York. “The TCO
tied to these illegal online
pharmacies has been un-
der investigation by DEA’s
Rocky Mountain Field Divi-
sion since 2022, read its
statement.

“Leveraging its global
reach, DEA actively collab-

S

The DEA says that counterfeit medications are often made with

fentanyl and taking them can lead to serious health risks. FILE PHOTO

orates with our Govern-
ment of India law enforce-
ment partners to identify,
investigate, and dismantle
dangerous criminal organi-
sations that engage in
these types of illegal drug
trafficking  operations,”
said the DEA, adding that it
would continue its crack-
down on illicit pharma-

ceutical distributors at the
source through joint
operations.

The agency’s field offic-
es launched the searches
on January 27 across the
U.S., leading to the arrest
of four individuals along
with the issuance of five
Immediate Suspension Or-
ders (ISO) and one Order to

Show Cause (OTSC) against
DEA-registered pharma-
cies. “These actions were
in addition to the U.S. go-
vernment shutting down
more than 200 online
pharmacies accused of fill-
ing hundreds of thousands
of orders of diverted phar-
maceuticals and counter-
feit pills without valid pre-
scriptions,” the DEA said.
The agency has ap-
proached hundreds of cus-
tomers who bought medi-
cation through them.
“This case demon-
strates how foreign-based
traffickers  exploit our
healthcare system, hide
behind the internet, and
use people inside the Unit-
ed States to move danger-
ous drugs under the guise
of legitimate commerce,”
said DEA Administrator
Terrance Cole. In 2024,
DEA had cautioned the

U.S. citizens against an in-
crease in illegal online
pharmacies, many of
which sold and shipped
counterfeit pills made with
fentanyl to unsuspecting
customers, it said.

The agency said that
many of the sites taken
down as part of Operation
Meltdown claimed to be
legitimate, based in the
U.S., and FDA-approved,
but it found that their oper-
ators were often working
with drug traffickers to ful-
fill online orders with
counterfeit pills or divert-
ed pharmaceuticals.

“These counterfeit me-
dications are often made
with fentanyl or metham-
phetamine and taking
them can lead to serious
health risks, including
harmful side effects, inef-
fective treatment, and
even death,” it added.

U.S. shuts down 200 ‘illegal’ online pharmacies tied to an India-based criminal
organisation

SARDT 7 YRA-SMUTRE TRIY® T T ST 200 ‘AW TS WIARGET
&I d¢ foar

e The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has announced the shutdown of over
200 website domains tied to an India-based transnational criminal organisation (TCO)
allegedly responsible for at least six fatal and four non-fatal overdoses.

$7 R IAe TSR (S18Y) 7 U6 WRa-3nuTRa siagia smuRifies
W(ﬂvﬁaﬁ)ﬁqﬁzooﬁaﬁwaﬂmsﬁﬂaﬁmﬁaﬁwaﬁ% S BT TR R
F1 4 H1 B8 9aP R IR IR-G0F SHavsId & g FHeR g1
e Four persons have been arrested so far.
34 d °R afaTdl ! ARER fbar T 3|

o The DEA executed the operation in cooperation with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Eastern District of New York.

SIsU A U 3 gald P g¥e- felgae & forg smfke! sl srafad & Jgdin
AT

e “The TCO tied to these illegal online pharmacies has been under investigation by DEA’s
Rocky Mountain Field Division since 2022,” read its statement.

“Z QY AT WIHRET ¥ JoT SRftait 2022 T ET & AP A Wics fFdeq ot o
& TR A B, 99 § Sl T

e “Leveraging its global reach, DEA actively collaborates with our Government of India law
enforcement partners to identify, investigate, and dismantle dangerous criminal
organisations that engage in these types of illegal drug trafficking operations,” said the
DEA, adding that it would continue its crackdown on illicit pharmaceutical distributors at the
source through joint operations.

“30-1 Ay UET BT ST FRd G, TISU U UBR & 3HAY ATGH i awpt fiami &
M FRATD STURIEIDS TS DI Ggd, S 3R 35 TH P P [T YR TRPR &
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The agency’s field offices launched the searches on January 27 across the U.S., leading to
the arrest of four individuals along with the issuance of five Immediate Suspension
Orders (ISO) and one Order to Show Cause (OTSC) against DEA-registered pharmacies.
ot & Wies wratadl 7 27 Sadt 31 Y smReT & qarht st g o, o
IRUTRGEY IR aafeaal &1 FRERT g3 3R SEu-usiipd BHRRN & R9ars ura aopra
freieT SmexT (SMETHSH) TUT Th HIRUT TaT3i ST (SNSTTHAN) SR foan

“These actions were in addition to the U.S. government shutting down more than 200 online
pharmacies accused of filling hundreds of thousands of orders of diverted
pharmaceuticals and counterfeit pills without valid prescriptions,” the DEA said.

T HRATSAT 39 HeH & ffalkad It o F dga e WReR A 200 V 3iftrew TTaE—
BTHREY o) & frar, 57 W 3y vaf & 571 sTaad $1 78 garsif sik Tl Ml & el
3TST IR FHRA BT 3RIT o1,” SI8¥ - Hgl|
The agency has approached hundreds of customers who bought medication through them.

Toif 3 I ATeaH § ATt Wiie AT AP S! ATeHI o WU [HaT |

“This case demonstrates how foreign-based traffickers exploit our healthcare system, hide
behind the internet, and use people inside the United States to move dangerous drugs
under the guise of legitimate commerce,” said DEA Administrator Terrance Cole.

“Tg AT S2iaT & [ o9 fad=r-smenfya awey guR Warea yorrell &1 goudivT axd &,
geve & U fBud § iR a9 SaTuR &t 318 H Wgad IeT SAR®T & Hiar Al &1 IuanT o
TR gaTsil B oM TGId &, ST URINID S8 I - FHgll

In 2024, DEA had cautioned the U.S. citizens against an increase in illegal online
pharmacies, many of which sold and shipped counterfeit pills made with fentanyl to
unsuspecting customers, it said.

2024 T, ST 7 MR ANIRSY %1 3y e WAl H gfa & faars Adrat <t of,
8 ¥ F3 WeT=d ¥ S At Ml 3 D! & st SR Word off|

The agency said that many of the sites taken down as part of Operation Meltdown claimed
to be legitimate, based in the U.S., and FDA-approved, but it found that their operators were
often working with drug traffickers to fulfil online orders with counterfeit pills or diverted
pharmaceuticals.

ToRf 7 FgT {3 STIRRIM AeeSI8 & d8d 8T8 T8 Hs T3C Qe &I Ay, ARPT-menia
3R TwSIe-wipd Fardt ff, Al urn T i 3% Jarad SR $I1 a¥pl & Y fAdas
Tl Mol a1 STaad B S gareil I S 3ifex ¥ d 33 U

“These counterfeit medications are often made with fentanyl or methamphetamine and

taking them can lead to serious health risks, including harmful side effects, ineffective
treatment, and even death,” it added.

Y TPl GATE SRR PeT-a I1 AYRBETATE ¥ T3 9Nl § 3R 33 o I 1R wWrea
AW, NGRS gHUTE, 3MHTH SUAR 3R T8 ad & Jog it 81 It 8, I Sal
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SC flags States’ preference for
‘ad-hoc’ DGP appointments

CllHed Bench says States are opting for Acting’ police chiefs of their choice in violation of 2006

verdict, directs UPSC to approach top court if process for appointing regular DGPs is delayed

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday ob-
served that States

were avoiding appoint-
ment of regular Directors-
General of Police (DGPs)
with a fixed tenure of two
years, opting instead for
“Acting” police chiefs of
their choice in violation of
a 20-year-old top court
judgment.

The court, in a 2006
judgment in the Prakash
Singh case, had made it
clear that the office of DGP
should be divorced from
political or other external
pressures and cautioned
governments against mix-
ing politics and law
enforcement.

It had invoked its ex-
traordinary powers under
Article 142 to direct that
DGPs must be selected by
States from among the
three senior-most and mer-
itorious officers empa-
nelled by the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC). The court had
thrown out the “concept”
of Acting DGPs. It had held
that State police chiefs
should have a minimum
fixed tenure of two years.

L

There are several States which
keep on delaying the submission of

proposals for appointment of regular DGPs in
—

total disregard of the direction

of the Supreme Court in the

Prakash Singh case... An

ad-hoc arrangement by

appointing an Acting DGP

is preferred
SUPREME COURT

Subsequent top court
orders in July 2018 and
March 2019 detailed the
appointments mechanism,
which included the State
concerned sending a pro-
posal to the UPSC three
months ahead of the retire-
ment of the incumbent
DGP. The UPSC would pre-
pare a panel of suitable of-
ficers. The State would ap-
point one of the
empanelled officers as
DGP “immediately”.

On Thursday, the UPSC
informed a Bench headed

by Chief Justice of India Su-

rya Kant that the reality on
the ground hardly resem-

bled the process envisaged

in the 2006 judgment.

The Bench was hearing
the case of Telangana,
where the UPSC said the

last regular DGP retired
about nine years ago, in
November 2017. The State
had not forwarded any
proposals to initiate the ap-
pointment of a regular
DGP, choosing to carry on
with ‘Acting® DGPs. “A
State will send a proposal
only when it wants to ap-
point a certain officer,”
Chief Justice Kant said.

Meritorious officers

The court said many meri-
torious and senior police
officers had lost their op-
portunity at becoming
DGPs owing to the “inordi-
nate delay” shown by State
governments to send pro-
posals to the UPSC. “There
are several States which
keep on delaying the sub-
mission of proposals for

SC flags States’ preference for ‘ad-hoc’ DGP appointments

T A Il B TS-gIP’ ol Fgfaadl &1 dw: Uraffiddr W Jard 31T

appointment of regular
DGPs in total disregard of
the direction of the Su-
preme Court in the Pra-
kash Singh case... An ad-
hoc arrangement by ap-
pointing an Acting DGP is
preferred,” the Bench
observed.

The court said the UPSC
should not fall into ploys of
the States. The Bench di-
rected the Commission to
write to States to send
timely proposals for ap-
pointment of regular DGPs
whenever such an occa-
sion arises in the future.
The Bench gave the UPSC
liberty to approach the Su-
preme Court in case the
States chose to ignore such
communication.

“Then necessary conse-
quences, including ac-
countability of those res-
ponsible for the delay
would follow,” the court
observed in its order.

Noting that there was a
“serious lapse” on the part
of Telangana in not send-
ing a timely proposal to the
UPSC, it gave the Commis-
sion four weeks to hold
meetings and make the re-
commendations to the Te-
langana government on
the appointment of a regu-
lar DGP.

CJl-led Bench says States are opting for ‘Acting’ police chiefs of their choice in violation of
2006 verdict, directs UPSC to approach top court if process for appointing regular DGPs is

delayed

ot ems-Aqe aret Ws 7 H8T o Is9 2006 & HHA BT Ied- B gU T UG &
PRIAES (Acting)’ T T Fad I 33 &, SR gUieeRit 1 Fdw fean i af frafera
Stofidt &1 gl ufchar # &1 81 a1 YUH HIE BT 3@ B
The Supreme Court on Thursday observed that States were avoiding appointment of regular
Directors-General of Police (DGPs) with a fixed tenure of two years, opting instead for
“Acting” police chiefs of their choice in violation of a 20-year-old top court judgment.
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The court, in a 2006 judgment in the Prakash Singh case, had made it clear that the office of
DGP should be divorced from political or other external pressures and cautioned
governments against mixing politics and law enforcement.

3eTad - Ut fRig Ave & 2006 & ad H Wy fHar U7 fr efidt &1 ug IeHifas a1 sm
et gaTal I gad BT AR 3R WRBRY B! IS R SIA-UTd & fam § 3mmg fowan
T

It had invoked its extraordinary powers under Article 142 to direct that DGPs must be selected
by States from among the three senior-most and meritorious officers empanelled by the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC).

3IETAd A 3IEdG 142 F Igd AT TR RfFRTAT o1 IUTT HRdl g e fear o7 o

mm@@?ﬁmaﬂaﬁmmmmeﬁ?ﬁuﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
I

The court had thrown out the “concept” of Acting DGPs.

3feTerd A “PrIATE® SISUl BT SFGUTRUM I WIS H faam ol

It had held that State police chiefs should have a minimum fixed tenure of two years.

3feTad A Hel o1 % I giery wgat &1 =gaw fAfda srdera | ad g arigul

Subsequent top court orders in July 2018 and March 2019 detailed the appointments
mechanism, which included the State concerned sending a proposal to the UPSC three
months ahead of the retirement of the incumbent DGP.

U §IG JaTs 2018 3R ATd 2019 H 3 srarad & i § Fgfad &1 ufesa & fowR &
g T, foreH Sefia Irea grRT divggl Seidt & Aarfghy @ 9 a8 uga giivasht «t
TREATG WS A 7|

The UPSC would prepare a panel of suitable officers.

P 91¢ GUITIRIT ST SHTIHTRET &1 I9a IR |

The State would appoint one of the empanelled officers as DGP “immediately”.

o &1 O | i YRl § 9 forsht e &) “dopra” Sl Aged o3 gl

On Thursday, the UPSC informed a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant that
the reality on the ground hardly resembled the process envisaged in the 2006 judgment.

AR T AT URd JAHia &1 regefd are Uie &I §drl fo S
THIdHd 2006 & BOA T URSBid ufshar ¥ faepa Ad e @t

The Bench was hearing the case of Telangana, where the UPSC said the last regular DGP
retired about nine years ago, in November 2017.

UG QRITTT & AT 1 GraTs 3 g1 o, Sfel gutewdt 3 gar & sifew Frafia Steftdt
TTHT Y WIS Ugd, TdaR 2017 § Yargd g Al

The State had not forwarded any proposals to initiate the appointment of a regular DGP,
choosing to carry on with ‘Acting’ DGPs.

Iod | fHaftra Sieitdt &t Fgfad & o & e 15 wxara 761 9on $iR wrdargs Steidy
& 1Y BT I AT

“A State will send a proposal only when it wants to appoint a certain officer,” Chief Justice
Kant said.

ST AT Fid = e, “HIs Isg dH TRara JoldT § ofF a8 fha faRy st
e BT TEAT B 1

Meritorious officers

Ayt srftreTd

The court said many meritorious and senior police officers had lost their opportunity at
becoming DGPs owing to the “inordinate delay” shown by State governments to send
proposals to the UPSC.

3fETAd A Fgl o IsT WRBRI gRT UHTHH B TRaTd Yol J B 75 “Ifaaftsd ¢ & SR
FS Rurdt 3R Iy gfery et Sofith 577 &7 sk &l 9 3 |
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“There are several States which keep on delaying the submission of proposals for
appointment of regular DGPs in total disregard of the direction of the Supreme Court in the
Prakash Singh case... An ad-hoc arrangement by appointing an Acting DGP is preferred,” the
Bench observed.

o 7 g, “Bs ¥red ¢ ol TebTRT Rig ArHa & o #1d & A & i e 3™ Hd §U
Fraftra it & Fgfaa & vRara 9oH 3 38 A @A §... IR FriaTe® Sl &) Te-gi®
HTRIT ! WIUHGHAT St ol g1

The court said the UPSC should not fall into ploys of the States.

3{GIAd - gl fob GUTHRA &1 T4l Bt aral § g ST dTeu|

The Bench directed the Commission to write to States to send timely proposals for
appointment of regular DGPs whenever such an occasion arises in the future.

Ui 3 MRt &) Ry fean for yidwr & Se ot 91 3/awR 3, @ e & a9g R FFrafia
ittt #t fgfea & ywara deA & forg o o

The Bench gave the UPSC liberty to approach the Supreme Court in case the States chose to
ignore such communication.

413 - gTasdt &1 g5 w1 o fob Ife I 59 e & TAER DI 36H! DX dl a8 JHid
DI BT oW B b |

“Then necessary consequences, including accountability of those responsible for the delay
would follow,” the court observed in its order.

SIETAd = 3T TR H &gl “fh smaxad ufoms wree omé, o 48t & g e
P Tarace! =i grf1

Noting that there was a “serious lapse” on the part of Telangana in not sending a timely
proposal to the UPSC, it gave the Commission four weeks to hold meetings and make the
recommendations to the Telangana government on the appointment of a regular DGP.
AT ERT HTERT &1 T R URaTd 7 Ao ®I TR g Td1d U SHaTerd A SR $i
wwgmwm%%mmﬁmwﬁ'wmﬁﬁg%m 3ot
BN ¢ |
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UPSC adds more
norms for Civil
Services aspirants

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Public Services
Commission has expanded
the restrictions on applying
for the Civil Services Exam-
ination from 2026 for can-
didates who are allotted
the Indian Police Service or
any other Central Services
Group “A”, said the notifi-
cation for the 2026 exam is-
sued on Wednesday.

The notification said the
UPSC was looking to fill ap-
proximately 933 vacancies
this year, of which 33
would be reserved for Per-
sons with Benchmark Dis-
ability.

While keeping the res-
trictions for those already
allotted the Indian Admi-
nistrative Service or the In-
dian Foreign Service in past
CSEs unchanged, it intro-
duced a set of conditions. A
candidate allotted any of
these services in the CSE
2026 would be eligible for
the CSE 2027 if they are
granted an exemption from
training for that service by
the “authority concerned”.

The notification added
that the candidate would
be eligible for grant of one-
time exemption only from
joining the training in or-
der to enable him/her to
appear in CSE-2027. It ad-

A notification says
that the conditions
will apply to those
allotted IPS or any
‘Group A’ service

ded that such a candidate
should join the training for
“foundation course only”.

Further, the notification
said that such candidates
would not be allowed to ap-
pear in CSE 2028 or any
subsequent CSEs “unless
he/she resigns from the al-
located service”.

One-time opportunity
The notification said that
candidates who had been
allotted any service based
on CSE 2025 or earlier
years, would have “a one-
time opportunity” to ap-
pear either in this year’s ex-
amination or the one for
2027 without having to re-
sign from their service.

If their aim was to use
their remaining attempts
for CSE 2028 or subsequent
exams, they would have to
follow the resignation rule,
the UPSC said.

The notification said
that this set of conditions
would apply to those being
allotted Indian Police Ser-
vice or any Central Service
categorised as Group A.

9971932488

UPSC adds more norms for Civil Services aspirants

giteadt A fafae Qe sraffal & forg ok fFraw <t

° The Commission has expanded the restrictions on applying
for the Civil Services Examination from 2026 for candidates who
are allotted the Indian Police Service or any other Central
Services Group “A”, said the notification for the 2026 exam issued
on Wednesday.

3T <1 2026 ¥ Rifder Far THam # 3T B Pl bR HRA
gierT Aar a1 fordlt 3 Fekta Aar 9gg “A” T idfed Iiear! &
fore wfadiel o1 fawar foran 8, T guar &1 SIRY 2026 e ot
SR § gl T

. The notification said the UPSC was looking to fill
approximately 933 vacancies this year, of which 33 would be
reserved for Persons with Benchmark Disability.

H w1 a1 o gutewdt 39 oy e 933 fRfaar wrer
, o & 33 dgwTe faain afeqal & forg smefea givh
. While keeping the restrictions for those already allotted the
Indian Administrative Service or the Indian Foreign Service in
past CSEs unchanged, it introduced a set of conditions.

s Huws & Usd ¥ YR YRS JaT a1 HRGH faesr Jar
T 3frdfed IuieaR! & for ufdee 1 gyTad I[9d gU, $9 X<l &1 Th
a1 9g U foh|

. A candidate allotted any of these services in the CSE 2026
would be eligible for the CSE 2027 if they are granted an exemption
from training for that service by the “authority concerned”.

dews 2026 H 37 Jareii & O frdt # sndfed Inficgar Fews 2027
¥ o o ghm, afe 3T Teftrd Tar & ufierr ¥ «dfia wftreT
GRI g & Sl 3

) The notification added that the candidate would be eligible
for grant of one-time exemption only from joining the training in

order to enable him/her to appear in CSE-2027.
SHFRTET § e T o SHfiqaR &l Wiewg-2027 & IURd g1 & fore sraa ufRreror & =nfia
B 9 TP IR 3 e o S|
e |t added that such a candidate should j jOII"I the training for “foundation course only”.
as%i%u's' W g1 T 5 O SRAIGAR B Hadt “WISSIE B & T TR0 e 2
I

¢ Further, the notification said that such candidates would not be allowed to appear in CSE
2028 or any subsequent CSEs “unless he/she resigns from the allocated service”.

EREZEIE
Hiuws & 99 9% 98 Simdfed TaT | SATHT 81 A, 79 a6 Ul g1H &1 Al gt

BT

One-time opportunity
Th dIR BT AR

o ol T fh WY Iefiear) of Wews 2028 I1 39S 1¢ & fuad) ot

e The notification said that candidates who had been allotted any service based on CSE 2025
or earlier years, would have “a one-time opportunity” to appear either in this year’s
examination or the one for 2027 without having to resign from their service.

SHFRTET & wgT T for Hhews 2025 971 39 U & a8 & STYR WR ot off da1 & sdfea
IrIGaR| 31 foe1 a1 9 ST 3T 39 99 &1 ular a1 2027 &t UaT § IR §H &1 “TdH

IR BT 3qaR” T

o |f their aim was to use their remaining attempts for CSE 2028 or subsequent exams, they
would have to follow the resignation rule, the UPSC said.
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e IHT I WITHE 2028 T I1 B TGS & fIT (0= A T} T JUTNT A1 8, At
3¢ SWITP & ¥ &1 g1a= &A1 i, JUIeTt 3 Fal

e The notification said that this set of conditions would apply to those being allotted Indian
Police Service or any Central Service categorised as Group A.

SITRLET § g1 TR o 1l b1 I THg MR T 94T I1 99g A & ®0 § i fpeft ot
Helg a1 7 frdfed IHRearT R Argrm|

Number of Indian Number of Indian based orgs’ websites seized

based orgs’ websites by U.S. y
seized by US. %‘ﬁﬁm Wmﬂé HIRATT ST Hrel
GS II: Governance | STEe]

u.s. fetfls_zral 200
authorities have 200
seized more than 200 ¢ U.S. federal authorities have seized more than 200

website domains tied to an India-based transnational

illegal online pharmacies. The U.S. Drug criminal o!'ganisation haying illegal online pharmacies.

Enforcement Administration field offices ‘Hﬁﬁﬁ m Gﬁmﬁtﬁ A URd GITEIThT'I GIHWI'@T[

throughout the country also conducted STRTIYP HI J GJ,@ 2009 NFW am S S Bl

multiple operations leading to the arrest of &, foTTH 3faY SHTaTg WAL I off|

four individuals, it said in a statement. /n ¢ The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration field offices
throughout the country also conducted multiple operations

leading to the arrest of four individuals, it said in a statement.

S TG RIAC P 29 1R P Fies sEtedl I 1 v s T,
Wuﬁwmqwmaﬂﬁmﬁgé U9 U 9919 § Sl 11

website domains tied to an India-based
transnational criminal organisation having

Public grievances
I'E'CEiVEd agﬂil’l‘;t [he Public grievances received against the

Centre and State

Centre and State ¥z IR o & fares wTw Adwfe
fGs i Governance Rrerard

in lakh. These public 29
" . . [ ]
gr.le:.rar'!ces against Union 29

Ministries/departments and . in lakh.
State/Union territories governments were  grg |
received during 2024-25 through a . These public grievances against Union
dedicated CPGRAMS portal. The Ministries/departments and State/Union
government has undertaken a territories governments were received during
comprehensive set of measures to reduce ~ 2024-25 through a dedicated CPGRAMS portal.
grieuance pen denc!,fk FTI a m ﬁﬁ’;rqa’ W mfﬁm ayr
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM /5 ARG Y PRI & v 2024-25

SR T& 991Ud CPGRAMS UIEd & ATeqH ¥ U
el
o The government has undertaken a comprehensive set of measures to reduce grievance
pendency.

WPHR - Rrwrrdl & dfed Al &1 $80 S & U IS IuTdl BT TH TYg SO g |
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GS Paper II: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED \ 06 February 2026

1. | India’s payment to UN Regular Budget for 2026
2026 & for wga ¥y FFafia seie § URd &1 YaH

2. | Nuclear diplomacy set to resume in Muscat as U.S., Iran stay far apart
SARPT MR T | Ad¥S 91 761 & dl ARpe T WA Feifd fbe
IR g1 @ Tt

3. | New START’s expiry risks pushing the world to unchecked nuclear
rivalry
g TeT¢ I JaIit | g sifrfa wramy ufaruuf #1 3k sg+ &1 @aT

India’s payment to UN Regular Budget for 2026

India’s payment to UN 5006 % fore wrert <1 Frafi ave & WRd 31
Regular Budget for YA

2026

. 35.18
35.18

In dollar million. ° In a million.
India has paid srar fafera= d1
® $35.18 millionto o

India has paid $35.18 million to the UN Regular

the UN Regular Budget for 2026, jeining the  Budget for 2026, joining the “honour roll” of 47 Member

“honour roll” of 47 Member states who states who have paid their regular budget dues in full to
have paid their regular budget dues in full the world body on time.
to the world body on time. The UN YRd - 2026 P forg wgea g Frafid aeie 7 $35.18

Committee on Contributions said that 47 faferaa &1 yrram fean B, 5 a8 S 47 Wow =i o
Member states have paid their regular « 3R A" T o Tferet 81 § e fay e &) s

budget assessments in full. en

fFrafira soe 9om 1ol 9 @ 99 R ga1 e gl
) The UN Committee on Contributions said that 47
Member states have paid their regular budget assessments in full.
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Nuclear diplomacy set to resume
in Muscat as U.S., Iran stay far apart

Tehran says the format of the talks will mirror previous rounds held before the Israeli attacks in June 2025; US. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio says the dialogue should include the range of Iran’s ballistic missiles and its support for militant groups

Stanly Johny

Iran’s former Permanent the framework to also in-
Representative to the UN,  clude Iran’s ballistic missile

fter weeks of uncer- and Deputy Foreign Minis-  production and its support
Atainty and military ter Kazem Gharibabadi. for various militia groups
tensions in the Per- “The format of the talks  in the region.
sian Gulf, Iran confirmed will  mirror  previous “If the Iranians want to

on Thursday that it would
hold nuclear talks with the
U.S. in the Omani capital,
Muscat, on Friday. Howev-
er, statements from both
sides indicated that wide
gaps remain, starting with
disagreements over the ve-

rounds held before the un-  meet, we’re ready, ” U.S.
lawful U.S.-Israeli war on  Secretary of State Marco
Iran last June, which de- Rubio said on Wednesday
railed the diplomatic pro- at the State Department.
cess,” said a report in the  “[Tlhey will have to in-
state-owned Press TV. clude certain things, and

Mr. Araghchi and Mr. that includes the range of
Witkoff had held five their ballistic missiles...

ry format of the talks. Miles away: People walk past an anti-U.S. mural on a street in rounds of talks last year. Is-  their sponsorship of terro-

“Nuclear talks with the  Tehran, Iran, on Thursday. ReuTeRs rael attacked Iran on June rist organisations across
United States are sche- 13, just two days ahead of the region... the nuclear
duled to be held in Muscat ~ bas Araghchi wroteinaso- nian officials later this the scheduled sixth round programme... the treat-
at about 10 am Friday. 'm  cial media post. The White ~ week. According to Iranian  of talks. ment of their own people,”
grateful to our Omani House hadsaid on Tuesday state media, Mr. Araghchi While Iran insists that  said Mr. Rubio, contradict-

brothers for making all ne-  that Steve Witkoff, aspecial ~ would lead the delegation, talksshould focussolelyon  ing the Iranian claim that
cessary  arrangements,” envoy of President Donald  which would also include its “peaceful nuclear pro- the talks would be only on
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-  Trump, would meet Ira- Majid Takht-Ravanchi, gramme”, the U.S. wants the nuclear programme.

Nuclear diplomacy set to resume in Muscat as U.S., Iran stay far apart
meﬁvéﬂﬂﬁmﬂaaﬁwﬁ%@awﬁmmﬁﬁwwaﬁ

e Tehran says the format of the talks will mirror previous rounds held before the Israeli attacks
in June 2025; U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio says the dialogue should include the
range of Iran’s ballistic missiles and its support for militant groups.

JGR 1 el © fob ardl 1 UReU S 2025 W SERTAe! gHal 3 Ugd gU fUsa SRI ST 8T
Saf¥e! fad=r vt wret e 3 Fe1 s Harg A S ot dfees frgal of @ &k
ITATE! HEI B! IS gHLT B wfdret fobar ST =R

o After weeks of uncertainty and military tensions in the Persian Gulf, Iran confirmed on
Thursday that it would hold nuclear talks with the U.S. in the Omani capital, Muscat, on
Friday.

BRY Wl 7 gUal B AT 3R I 919 & q1e, 304 3 AR B YfY &1 % 98
IEHAR B A Bt AU AP T MNBT & 1Y IRATY] aret S|

e However, statements from both sides indicated that wide gaps remain, starting with
disagreements over the very format of the talks.
gTale, Tl yelt & s § Tobd fiyan fs araf & WREY &1 A 8t 18R HavE o gU & |

¢ “Nuclear talks with the United States are scheduled to be held in Muscat at about 10 am
Friday. I'm grateful to our Omani brothers for making all necessary arrangements,” Iran’s
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi wrote in a social media post.
“3ATYPT & I WRHTY] qTal YHAR B AT Fag 10 To APpe 8 Fyilka g1 @i sraas
TIRITE B3 & o & 30 ST UIgal o7 MR 8,7 304 & fad=r Wit sreamyy errerdt A
e Hifsar ure H fera

o The White House had said on Tuesday that Steve Witkoff, a special envoy of President
Donald Trump, would meet Iranian officials later this week.
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FT3C BTSW - HITTAR &1 dgl U1 fob Ayufcl SiATeS g8 & faRiy gd Wi faes e 54 9wg
& ofd | ST Il 9 fireid

¢ According to Iranian state media, Mr. Araghchi would lead the delegation, which would also
include Majid Takht-Ravanchi, Iran’s former Permanent Representative to the UN, and
Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi.
AT BN AU & AR, UfaFHSE &1 g sRTadt H4, forgd $3H & yd wged g
# it wfaffy g awsa-vaid ok 3u fad=r w3t st wiarardt «f =nfia gi

¢ “The format of the talks will mirror previous rounds held before the unlawful U.S.-Israeli war
on Iran last June, which derailed the diplomatic process,” said a report in the state-owned
Press TV.
BRI o9 9 &t 31 KU & w51 w1, <ardf &1 uRey fUza R o g S fuse o3 o
S W U Y SARPI-IoRTd I I Uga §U U, R gesiifae ufshar 1 uedt 4 IR
IR

¢ Mr. Araghchi and Mr. Witkoff had held five rounds of talks last year. Israel attacked Iran
on June 13, just two days ahead of the scheduled sixth round of talks.

3R faesiw 7 fea o ura R &t araf @t | Fufvd 88 &R & araf @ Haa Q@
& Uga 13 97 &1 SoRTAd A 3 W gHaT fohar |

e While Iran insists that talks should focus solely on its “peaceful nuclear programme”, the
U.S. wants the framework to also include Iran’s ballistic missile production and its support
for various militia groups in the region.

I8T33 39 91 R WR 3l § [ a1di pad Iud “rifergul Wy sriea” W Hiad g
13T, a8t SR Trear & 3 g & S &1 Aferfes fiarse Iaure ik & & faft
fafafRr Tugl & Sger T «f wnfiya g

e “If the Iranians want to meet, we're ready,” U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on
Wednesday at the State Department.

“3R X! e argd §, 1 89 duR 8 sravas fady woft wret et = gyar & we
f&urdde o gl

o “[T]hey will have to include certain things, and that includes the range of their ballistic
missiles... their sponsorship of terrorist organisations across the region... the nuclear
programme... the treatment of their own people,” said Mr. Rubio, contradicting the Iranian
claim that the talks would be only on the nuclear programme.

“32 $O J1d! B WA BT 81, 7 It dferfes frarsal & diar.. @ a3 o smdat
TSl B 37T ... GRHTY] BIIHH... 3R 37 & G & 1Y AR A 3, Ffaa
A &gl S Y ST &1d BT WS HRl ¢ [ aTai had RATY HRIGH WR g gt

New START’s expiry risks pushing the world to unchecked nuclear rivalry
s iR

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vasudevan Mukunth

The New Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (New
START) officially expired
on February 5, marking
the end of the last remain-
ing bilateral agreement
constraining the nuclear
arsenals of the U.S. and
Russia. The New START
treaty emerged from a pe-
riod of diplomatic reset
between Washington and
Moscow in the late 2000s.

After entering into force
on February 5, 2011, New
START set up verifiable li-
mits on the strategic offen-
sive arms of both nations,
including capping the
number of deployed war-

heads to 1,550, and re-
quired both parties to
reach these limits within
seven years and maintain
them thereafter. It also al-
lowed 18 on-site inspec-
tions a year, mandated da-
ta exchange, and set up a
bilateral commission to re-
solve issues.

New START was con-
stantly beleaguered. Russia
often argued that U.S. mis-
sile defense systems under-
mined the strategic ba-
lance, suggesting that if
one side could neutralise
the other’s retaliatory
strike, the ‘mutually as-
sured destruction’ dynam-
ic would be broken. The
U.S. expressed concerns
over conventional prompt
global strike capabilities,
where precise convention-

al warheads are placed on
ballistic missiles, systems
that New START counted
under its nuclear limits.
Later Russia also un-
veiled several novel stra-
tegic systems, including
the Sarmat heavy ICBM
and the Avangard hyper-
sonic glide vehicle. While
the U.S. successfully ar-
gued that these should be
counted under  New
START, other systems like
the nuclear-powered un-
derwater drone Poseidon
and nuclear-powered
cruise missile Burevestnik
remained outside the trea-
ty's technical definitions.

No binding limits

The treaty was originally
set to expire in 2021. Just
days before the deadline,

For the first time since 1972, there are no legally binding limits on
the number of nuclear weapons the U.S. and Russia can deploy. AP

the Biden administration
and the Kremlin agreed to
a one-time, five-year exten-
sion, moving the expira-
tion date to February 5,
2026. But in February
2023, after the conflict in
Ukraine escalated and un-
dermined bilateral rela-

tions, President Vladimir
Putin said he was suspend-
ing Russia’s participation
in New START because,
Moscow said, the U.S. was
seeking a “strategic defeat”
of Russia and that western
aid to Ukraine made on-
site inspections in Russia

impossible. The U.S. soon
followed.

Today, for the first time
since 1972, there are no le-
gally binding limits on the
number of strategic nu-
clear weapons the U.S. and
Russia can deploy. The for-
mal channels to verify the
locations and status of nu-
clear forces have ceased to
exist, forcing intelligence
agencies to rely entirely on
satellite imagery and other
unilateral methods, which
are more error-prone and
easier to politicise.

Nuclear and non-nu-
clear strategic systems are
also entangled today and
that, together with the pre-
mium both sides place on
non-contact options like
cyberattacks, can threaten
nuclear command and

control without crossing a
nuclear t This is

that d1erefore Jt s “not fair
orr " to demand

why analysts have stressed
the loss of predictability
rather than the appea-
rance of new warheads
alone.

New START’s expiry al-
so makes the prospect of
including China and other
nuclear states in a larger
nonproliferation  regime
harder in practice. Wash-
ington can now argue that
it shouldn’t be the only
state constrained while
Beijing grows. Moscow can
argue that it shouldn’t ac-
cept constraints while NA-
TO’s aggregate capabilities
shape its security environ-
ment. And Beijing has al-
ready argued that its arse-
nal is smaller than those of
the U.S. and Russia and

New START’s expiry risks pushing the world to unchecked nuclear rivalry

= W Dt gt I g s arumy ufeegert @t iR ge+ &1 vt
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it enter their disarmament
framework now.

In 2025, Arms Control
Association board chair-
man Thomas Countryman
argued that the most realis-
tic near-term path is a re-
gime with three prongs:
the U.S. and Russia esta-
blishing measures to res-
tore basic level of transpa-
rency, the P5 group
standardising ~ definitions
and modest transparency
practices; and setting up of
nonproliferation tools such
as hotlines, launch notifi-
cations, incident preven-
tion, and fissile material se-
curity, to involve more
states without immediately
forcing them to count each
other’s warheads.
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The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) officially expired on February 5,
marking the end of the last remaining bilateral agreement constraining the nuclear arsenals of
the U.S. and Russia.

g wefore omd Ream A& (| wrd) e iRe U I 5 BRast & JaTd 81 TS, fore™
aﬁﬁmﬁw%mwﬁ@&mﬁwaﬁﬁﬁq&ﬂnwﬁmﬁwﬁW|

The New START treaty emerged from a period of diplomatic reset between Washington
and Moscow in the late 2000s.

= w1 il Bt IR 2000 F /S & I T IR R ARB! & dd Feifas TAe
DI fafd I g5l

After entering into force on February 5, 2011, New START set up verifiable limits on the
strategic offensive arms of both nations, including capping the number of deployed
warheads to 1,550, and required both parties to reach these limits within seven years and
maintain them thereafter.

5 TRa¥l 2011 I JH § 3 & I1a, Y FTE A QI G P YU TS FRART 1)
|ATY gy W1 77 1, forH ATd aReeH B TSI 1,550 b A DA A T, 3R
3T geff B e auf & R 37 Wrsil d g 3R ISP §1G I3 S8 I8 DI Al
il

It also allowed 18 on-site inspections a year, mandated data exchange, and set up a
bilateral commission to resolve issues.

9 Ui avf 18 3iT-A1ge fFfteron, 3e1 & smeM-ueM &I sifard o oik g5l & wHy™ &
fore ue fyueha smanT &t =i 3

New START was constantly beleaguered.

< Wi TaR faarel 9 oy @71

Russia often argued that U.S. missile defense systems undermined the strategic balance,
suggesting that if one side could neutralise the other’s retaliatory strike, the ‘mutually
assured destruction’ dynamic would be broken.

T 3RR d% ad1 38T fo smfva frarga vem yonferat oritfas dgan &1 $oeik ot 8,
g 9 &d gU % afe U uet ¥R &1 faTell dRars & [AfShd &R 9, al Ryeered! uxars
feeaRm &t nfaRfiaar ge S

The U.S. expressed concerns over conventional prompt global strike capabilities, where
precise conventional warheads are placed on ballistic missiles, systems that New START
counted under its nuclear limits.

SAN®T 7 FAA Ui Taed grarell IR foid Sidrs, o 9cie URURS aRegd
P I RraTEat TR T S €, 3R fr = e 3 o TRy Wenait & afcta fr ol

Later Russia also unveiled several novel strategic systems, including the Sarmat heavy
ICBM and the Avangard hypersonic glide vehicle.

g1 H T 3 $s ¢ Yuriae gunferal +f 9w &, f5H RHTe ga SmeiieIgd 3R Saivrs

BIRURHIP TesS drg i U1
While the U.S. successfully argued that these should be counted under New START, other

systems like the nuclear-powered underwater drone Poseidon and nuclear-powered
crwse missile Burevestnik remained outside the treaty's technical definitions.

ARPT A THAddD deo faal b 38 =g weTé b 3idvid fF o =Ry, a8) gfarer-
mmwmmmmwmmwmm
Yy T A=t TRUTITSH T S8R BT |

No binding limits

BIS TSR HATE T8

The treaty was originally set to expire in 2021.
g i gd U ¥ 2021 T JATE g4 areit &

In 2025, Arms Control Association board chairman Thomas Countryman argued that the
most realistic near-term path is a regime with three prongs.

2025 ¥, 3T Hele THIRITRA & oIS g Yiad & 3 I fean i e ufaw &1
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The U.S. and Russia are establishing measures to restore basic levels of transparency.
MRS 3R T gRT IRGRIAT & FaTE! TR & 9810 R & IUTI R HAT|
The P5 group standardizes definitions and modest transparency practices.

5 Te gr1 uRuTarsit ok Hiftra uregfRiar wursit w1 aFwIER|

And setting up nonproliferation tools such as hotlines, launch notifications, incident
prevention, and fissile material security, to involve more states without immediately forcing
them to count each other’s warheads.

3R glears, di= Aifefpd=r, genr Awym, 3R frarge ARl JRam o RIR
JUBIUN & RITGT, dlfds YD o] B M a1 o Tb f9 T qR Uh-gaR & AReS [ &
forg wereR fohu

Today, for the first time since 1972, there are no legally binding limits on the number of
strategic nuclear weapons the U.S. and Russia can deploy.

3T, 1972 & §TE Ugal AR, SAN®T 3R T §RI dA1d T S Wb+ a7 IUT-ifaes U=HT]
TRARY & T W BIS ST areasrt Har 761 71

The formal channels to verify the locations and status of nuclear forces have ceased to exist,
forcing intelligence agencies to rely entirely on satellite imagery and other unilateral
methods, which are more error-prone and easier to politicise.

R Fai b UM 3R R ) Jaiid a1 & Au=iie oe 9o 81 9o §, o gftean
TOIRMAT &) I aRE ITUE Rl 3R 30 TRl adiedl )R MR g1 s @I R, ot 31
Fieguf 3k Teifas o & fae S Bl

Nuclear and non-nuclear strategic systems are also entangled today and that, together

with the premium both sides place on non-contact options like cyberattacks, can threaten
nuclear command and control without crossing a nuclear threshold.

31T YRATY] 3R TR-u=HTY] Torifore vomfemat +ft smue # Sersht g8 € ok Wger gHal o
IR-HUS fapeul o1 a1 vl gRT <t o I8 Wrufiear & Ty e 98 WA FHis 3R
ford=ror & Ty War uR T famr 8 W e It o

This is why analysts have stressed the loss of predictability rather than the appearance of
new warheads alone.
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‘Talks under way, India-U.S.

statement on deal in days’

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India and the U.S. will “fi-
nalise and sign” a joint
statement on the first
tranche of the bilateral
trade agreement in the
next four to five days, Com-
merce Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Thursday.

He said U.S. tariffs on In-
dian exports will be cut
from 50% to 18% through
an executive order from
the U.S. President follow-
ing the statement.

India can reduce tariffs
on U.S. imports after sign-
ing the legal and formal
agreement, which is ex-
pected mid-March, the Mi-
nister said.

“Meaningful talks are
going on between India
and the US. on the deci-
sions that were announced
by the leaders of the two
countries,” Mr. Goyal said.
“The first tranche of the Bi-
lateral Trade Agreement is
nearly ready.”

On the commitment to
buy goods worth $500 bil-
lion from the U.S., the Mi-
nister cited India’s growth

Q Meaningful talks
are going on

between India and the US.
on the decisions that were
announced by the leaders of

the two countries

PIYUSH GOYAL
Commerce Minister

requirements and said one
“can clearly see before our
eyes as potential that we
can import from the U.S.
over the next five years.”

Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal said a joint
statement has followed
each free trade agreement
that India has negotiated
with other countries.

$500-billion imports

“Once the joint statement
is there, it needs to be con-
verted into a legal agree-
ment,” he said. “The legal
agreement will give us the
authority to reduce our ta-
riffs. Their (U.S.) tariffs are
executive tariffs [and so
can be amended by execu-
tive orders]. Our tariffs are

most-favoured nation
(MFN) tariffs that can only
be cut after the legal agree-
ment has been signed.”

Mr. Goyal said India’s
growth would require large
volumes of energy, data
centre equipment, infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology products
and aircraft plus spares.
“When we estimated what
we would need from the
U.S., we came to a figure of
at least $500 billion,” he
said.

India’s global imports of
critical items are above
$300 billion, said Mr. Agra-
wal. “In five years, these
are going to be over $2 tril-
lion... U.S., will add to di-
versification,” he said.

‘Talks under way, India-U.S. statement on deal in days’

‘FTadid WY, HRA-3MARST U R 999 $8 &1 o

e ‘Talks under way, India-U.S. statement on deal in days’
FITAId IRY, HRA-3ARST TH R 99 $o fof o

¢ India and the U.S. will “finalise and sign” a joint statement on the first tranche of the bilateral
trade agreement in the next four to five days, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday.
Tiforey wAt digy Mae 3 RaR &1 HeT i URA 3R SRt sATd IR ¥ uiw foA o fgueha
HTIR THSA D! Ugel [P IR TP Hgad M P! “3HfH FY SR RIER” B

¢ He said U.S. tariffs on Indian exports will be cut from 50% to 18% through an executive
order from the U.S. President following the statement.
35 el fb S & aTa AR APUFA & T PRIBRT a4 & RY WA fafa )
MBI I[eH 50% A YESTHR 18% B [GU ST |
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¢ India can reduce tariffs on U.S. imports after signing the legal and formal agreement, which
is expected mid-March, the Minister said.
T A gt fr SRS SmaTd W Yo & dHeld! YR BT SR SHuaie JHgid IR §IeR &
e IR Tl 7, et Sufie urd & 7w 71

e “Meaningful talks are going on between India and the U.S. on the decisions that were
announced by the leaders of the two countries,” Mr. Goyal said.

oft TTrra = FET, ‘G ol & Aarell gRT Nfd Fufd R URE SR smifvet & i wrde
ST 9 @1 g 1"

e “The first tranche of the Bilateral Trade Agreement is nearly ready.”
“fgueiia samuR Tuga ot usd fhRd AT AR g 17

e On the commitment to buy goods worth $500 billion from the U.S., the Minister cited India’s
growth requirements and said one “can clearly see before our eyes as potential that we can
import from the U.S. over the next five years.”

SAR®T ¥ $500 faferas e & I Wied 31 Ufddsdl R #: 3 YRa @1 oo™
ATIIHATS HT FATA ¢ §U ol b “TH 3Tl Ui I8 T SARDT U AT B T HHGATY
@ IFA QI

o Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said a joint statement has followed each free trade
agreement that India has negotiated with other countries.

qIforsy afa ISR SRIETE A B8l fo URd §RT 3= ¢=11 o 1Y T T Ude Yo sATIR
U & §1E U Jgad M ST 5 |

$500-billion imports
$500 fafera=r o1 SmaTa

¢ “Once the joint statement is there, it needs to be converted into a legal agreement,” he said.
38 BT, TG TUH M & qIE 39 BT GHSA B Feall ST SIRId g 17

¢ “The legal agreement will give us the authority to reduce our tariffs. Their (U.S.) tariffs are
executive tariffs [and so can be amended by executive orders]. Our tariffs are most-favoured
nation (MFN) tariffs that can only be cut after the legal agreement has been S|gned

“HIT THSIAT B8 U Yo T &1 ARABR | 376 (SMRDT) oob FRIGR g,cqo%[aﬁT

ISR eﬂﬁafﬁ@rquﬁ%u mwﬁwmw(mm)w% o dad
BT GHA TR GEIER & §1G ol g1 off Jobell 1"

e Mr. Goyal said India’s growth would require large volumes of energy, data centre
equipment, information and communication technology products and aircraft plus
spares.

oft e A Fe1 i URd &1 3fg & fow 931 A 8§ Sert, SeT Jex IUHRT, Ja-T Td JaR
W Iaure SR fauT auT 3919 gl &1 sraxadhdt il |

e “When we estimated what we would need from the U.S., we came to a figure of at least $500
billion,” he said.
361 g, “Nd A SARDT A (T SATa=geh 13l BT STH T, T I8 HH H DH $500
fafera= o ugan”

¢ India’s global imports of critical items are above $300 billion, said Mr. Agrawal.
ot 3raTe 3 Fe fb AEayut axgail BT YR ST A maTd $300 fafRra= ¥ sifire 21

¢ “Infive years, these are going to be over $2 trillion... U.S., will add to diversification,” he said.
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Ensuring energy
security of Indians
IS top priority: govt.

NEW DELHI

India’s latest decisions on
energy sourcing were ta-
ken keeping in mind the
need for “diversifying”
energy supplies, the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said on
Thursday in response to a
question regarding U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
announcement that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had “agreed to stop buying
Russian oil”.

Elaborating further on
Mr. Trump’s assertions re-
garding India agreeing to
purchase crude oil from
Venezuela, made on social
media platform Truth So-
cial on Monday, Ministry
spokesperson Randbhir Jais-
wal said India “remains
open to exploring the com-
mercial merits” of crude
oil supply from multiple
sources, “including from
Venezuela”.

“Diversifying our ener-
gy sourcing in keeping
with objective market con-
ditions and evolving inter-
national dynamics is at the
core of our strategy to en-
sure this. All of India’s ac-
tions are taken and will be
taken with this in mind,”
he said, highlighting that
“ensuring energy security
of 1.4 billion Indians is the
supreme priority” for the
government.

Russia had emerged as
the biggest supplier of
crude oil to India against
the backdrop of the Uk-
raine conflict that erupted
on February 24, 2022.

Russia attracted imme-
diate sanctions from the
West as the war escalated,
but India maintained that
the energy trade with Rus-
sia was in its interest. Ho-
wever, officials here indi-
cated that India is weary of
“overreliance” on any sin-
gle source as such depen-
dence increases the vul-
nerability of the Indian

Randhir Jaiswal

economy to any possible
supply disruption.

Ties with Venezuela

Mr. Jaiswal described Ve-
nezuela as a “long-stand-
ing partner of India in the
energy sector encompass-
ing trade and invest-
ments”. “Consistent with
India’s approach to energy
security, India remains
open to exploring the com-
mercial merits of any new
crude supply options, in-
cluding from Venezuela,”
he said.

Mr. Jaiswal described
the India-U.S. trade deal
announced by Mr. Modi
and Mr. Trump on Monday
as one of the biggest com-
mercial moves by the two
sides.

“This agreement will
give a major boost to In-
dia’s export, labour inten-
sive industries, job crea-
tion, growth and bring
prosperity to our people,”
he said.

In remarks shared with
the news agency ANI, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said that he was
not “directly” part of the
negotiations on the deal
and referred to the role
played by Mr. Goyal.

“It is hard for me to say,
and the Commerce Minis-
ter would know it better,
because he is in direct en-
gagement with the US.
Trade Representative,” Mr.
Jaishankar said, adding
that “a detailing of the
trade negotiations is under
way as we speak”.

Ensuring energy security of Indians is top

priority: govt
YRAT! Dt SHoll JR&T AT -1 gara

TS Ar: TR

e India’s latest decisions on energy sourcing were
taken keeping in mind the need for “diversifying”
energy supplies, the External Affairs Ministry said on
Thursday in response to a question regarding U.S.
President Donald Trump’s announcement that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had “agreed to stop buying
Russian oil”.

YR & Sl Fidl 4 g Aaad i fafadfiemor ot
STereaTdl ) e H T@d gU forg 70 €, fadwr warerg |
THAR & WS SHIeS U % 39 T4 I 99
el & SdTe H BT, o HeT 7T AT i ger=si s
A 7 T4t da TieAr d¢ H1 W Fgufd Sars 27|

e Elaborating further on Mr. Trump’s assertions
regarding India agreeing to purchase crude oil from
Venezuela, made on social media platform Truth Social
on Monday, Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said India “remains open to exploring the commercial
merits” of crude oil supply from multiple sources,
“including from Venezuela”.

U S gEal W 3 foWR ¥ §d1d gY, ST HiHaR &
Iere Hifear 69 §Y 9 R a99udl 3 &l dd
TG DI dbx fbT 7T A, AT & Yool TR
STgHaTd A $el [ YRd &3 Jidi § & dd i Y[ &
TS ATl B @S & fore gar g, forad
aguar ft e 1

o ‘“Diversifying our energy sourcing in keeping with
objective market conditions and evolving international
dynamics is at the core of our strategy to ensure this. All
of India’s actions are taken and will be taken with this in
mind,” he said, highlighting that “ensuring energy
security of 1.4 billion Indians is the supreme priority”
for the government.

3 HEl, it wldl BT fafadienor axgy STeR

oRfufaat 3R seedt Tf=fiear & Sy gURT

U BT HA & | HRA &1 TH SRAgal 58t i & 91y

DI TS § 3R Bt el SR 39 R R faar i “1.4 3R
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|

¢ Russia had emerged as the biggest supplier of
crude oil to India against the backdrop of the Ukraine
conflict that erupted on February 24, 2022.

T 24 BRI 2022 ) I gUGH SO F gy F
YR &1 JIY 81 Haall ad ATYfciebd] I SHRT AT

¢ Russia attracted immediate sanctions from the
West as the war escalated, but India maintained that the

energy trade with Russia was in its interest.

G & e & uY 8 T R ufde 3= & ufady @, dfeeT Rd A Fe1 {6 =9 & |1y SHelt
R 39 B & g1

o However, officials here indicated that India is weary of “overreliance” on any single source as
such dependence increases the vulnerability of the Indian economy to any possible supply
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disruption.
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Ties with Venezuela

IAo[uET & 1Y HEY

Mr. Jaiswal described Venezuela as a “long-standing partner of India in the energy sector
encompassing trade and investments”.

STaHaTd 3 AU &1 “SHeit &F H TR R A% H) guifed S arer URd &1
Ndwifere Arier” Iam|

“Consistent with India’s approach to energy security, India remains open to exploring the
commercial merits of any new crude supply options, including from Venezuela,” he said.
I BT, “SHell GI&T PI ABY YRA & ERBIV $ =Y, URd bl ot 7T H=d o smyfed
fawey, forad deEen ot =nfira 8, & aaaie ardl &1 9ie & e gar g 1”
Mr. Jaiswal described the India-U.S. trade deal announced by Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump on
Monday as one of the biggest commercial moves by the two sides.
STAHaTd - WHAR 1 Hid) 3R ¢ gRT 9ffd WRd-3MeT TIR [ & g uall &
3R ¥ e T Jad g7 arforfous HeH Jdrd|
“This agreement will give a major boost to India’s export, labour intensive industries,
job creation, growth and bring prosperity to our people,” he said.

[ g1, “Ug AT HIRd & Hafd, gH-uem ST, A59R gor iR e &) Ts1
FeraT 3 3R gUR @ & fore wyfe aream
In remarks shared with the news agency ANI, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said
that he was not “directly” part of the negotiations on the deal and referred to the role played
by Mr. Goyal.
AR TSt TUSTS & 1Y 13 i T3 fewfor & fadsr #:it vH. SuRie: A &al fd 98 39
U &1 ararelt &1 “weaer B T8 & SR Mad &1 YHeT &1 Ieaa [l
“It is hard for me to say, and the Commerce Minister would know it better, because he
is in direct engagement with the U.S. Trade Representative,” Mr. Jaishankar said, adding
that “a detailing of the trade negotiations is under way as we speak”.
AR saruR ufafafy & Ty e wud A € 3R SieT & “amur arate &1 fawga faazor
SN A eI 8l
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MSF raises concerns
over FTA impact on
medicines in India

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(MSF), an international aid
organisation that provides
emergency medical assis-
tance to populations in dis-
tress in more than 80
countries, has written to
the European Union ex-
pressing its concern over
the recently announced
EU-India Free Trade
Agreement.

The group said that the
proposed restrictive provi-
sions will have major con-
sequence for access to
medicines in India and the
rest of the developing
world. “We are concerned
that the EU-India FTA may
contain provisions with
dire consequences for ac-
cess to medicines in India
and the rest of the develop-
ing world,” MSF said in its
letter to the European

Commissioner for Trade.

“They will strengthen
and extend the monopoly
rights of multinational
pharmaceutical manufac-
turers at the expense of pa-
tients in India and
beyond,” the group
warned.

MSF has specifically ex-
pressed concern over data
exclusivity that could effec-
tively block compulsory li-
cences, patent term exten-
sions, enforcement and
border measures that seek
to detain imports or ex-
ports of good suspected of
infringing intellectual pro-
perty rights.

It also said that some
provisions of the negotia-
tion seeks to limit, and in
some cases completely
block, generic competi-
tion. “Generic competition
has proven to be key in lo-
wering the prices of medi-
cines...,” the letter said.

MSF raises concerns over FTA impact on medicines in India

THEHEW 3 YR A garefl TR THAIT & YHT B Ab: Riar sars

e Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), an international aid organisation that provides emergency
medical assistance to populations in distress in more than 80 countries, has written to the
European Union expressing its concern over the recently announced EU-India Free Trade
Agreement.

AdTT 97 wifae (THEHEW), S 80 | 3w ¥ T YR 3MTdTe! &I STUTddIe fafde
BTl UG B3 1l U SIRRIPIY FeTIdl 13 &, 7 811 51 H "Iivd §g-HRd Jord TR
TSN B! AHR TRV TY Y U+ i s Fvd gU o foran g

e The group said that the proposed restrictive provisions will have major consequences for
access to medicines in India and the rest of the developing world.

g 7 Fgl f% yRarfad ufadereTs eyl &1 YR 3R Y fawra=ita fay o qarsi #t
JuASHT W TTHR THIE IS

o “We are concerned that the EU-India FTA may contain provisions with dire consequences

for access to medicines in India and the rest of the developing world,” MSF said in its letter to
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the !Eu.ropean Commissioner fo'r Trade. .

g fiaT 8 b $g-uRd TwdT A TY U1y 8 Ihd § oM YRd 3R a1 faswrasiia gfan
o garsfl & Iudsyal R THR afkoms g1, THTgus A qRIM SR e &I ford ou= o
o &g
“They will strengthen and extend the monopoly rights of multinational pharmaceutical
manufacturers at the expense of patients in India and beyond,” the group warned.

Y YIYT YR 3R 3 G2 & AT &1 BIHd IR TGIPIT GaT HUF & THIUPR
SRPBRY H! Aolgg 3R fawamid S, THg 3 Idra-i &l
MSF has specifically expressed concern over data exclusivity that could effectively block
compulsory licences, patent term extensions, enforcement and border measures that
seek to detain imports or exports of goods suspected of infringing intellectual property
rights.

AT  f9¥9 =0 & Se1 B B a1 orars g, o uHrdt T u ¥ rfart
TueT ARPRI & Ieaid & e W SMmad a1 Fafd &Y A1 8|
It also said that some provisions of the negotiation seek to limit, and in some cases
completely block, generic competition.

=9 g8 Wt BT & aral & $o way wRike ufawuf & Hiftd 737 iR oo amal J gt
TRE MASG B BT T I 5|
“Generic competition has proven to be key in lowering the prices of medicines...,” the letter
said.

T3 B &gl T, ‘S ufaeguf garsii & $iad $0 $ & Aeayul wfed g5 6.7
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The health-care component of Budget
2026 is a mixed bag

hile this year’s health-care allocations
w are aggressive in certain key sectors,
it has failed expectations that Budget
2026 would be a milestone for increased health-
care spending as a percentage of GDP. The total
allocation this year is over ¥1.05 lakh crore, mark-
ing an increase of about 10% over the previous
year’s revised estimates. However, experts have
pointed out that the 2026 health budget is ap-
proximately 1.9% of the total government expen-
diture, and about 0.26% of GDP. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman fronted the Biopharma
SHAKTI scheme, among the projects with the sin-
gle highest budgetary allocations this year. This
¥10,000 crore government initiative will trans-
form India into a manufacturing hub for biologics
and biosimilars over the next five years, she said.
A pan-country clinical state-of-the-art trial infras-
tructure will also be created, through a network
of 1,000 accredited clinical trial sites. No doubt,
this will take care of an angle that has long been
languishing in India - research and develop-
ment. Additionally, the government will set up
three new National Institutes of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research (NIPER) and modernise
seven existing units, besides establishing a se-
cond NIMHANS campus in north India and two
upgraded national mental health institutes. The
government has set itself a target of training one
lakh allied health professionals over the next five
years, while another 1.5 lakh care workers will al-
so be trained to take care of the health needs of
the elderly; this is appreciable at a time when In-
dia is well on its way towards becoming a grey na-
tion, with fertility levels falling. In the area of
making care affordable, the government has ex-
empted 17 cancer medicines and several treat-
ments for rare diseases from customs and import
duties, while also reducing the tax collected at
source on medical and educational remittances
from 5% to 2%. For patients suffering from these
conditions, and their families, this will no doubt
lead to better affordability for treatments.
Primarily under fire was the Union govern-
ment’s stodgy refusal to increase the allocation
for health care to reach 2.5% of GDP by 2025, as
committed in the National Health Policy of 2017.
Public health activists have lambasted the drop in
funding for the National Health Mission, despite
the fact that funds have been consistently well
utilised here. While fiscal devolution has enabled
States to invest more heavily in the health sector,
there are concerns, however, that the Centre
steadily reducing its share will result in patchy
outcomes, not even improvements, in the health-
care sector of the country.

9971932488

More, and less
3w, 3R HH

. The health-care component of Budget 2026
is a mixed bag

ol 2026 HT WRA-AT UcH U fafda Rufa g

Health-Carq Allocations in Bnget 2026
Fole 2026 H WRY &9 F 3MdeA

. While this year’s health-care allocations
are aggressive in certain key sectors, it has failed
expectations that Budget 2026 would be a milestone
for increased healthcare spending as a percentage
of GDP.

gTeiiich 59 Y o TR &7 P 3HTde B T &l o
3THTHS §, Ao T8 IHIG! TR WRT gt IR [ qoie
2026 GDP & Ufa=Id & ¥4 § WA g dgH A
T P UR Fifad g

. The total allocation this year is over ¥1.05
lakh crore, marking an increase of about 10% over
the previous year’s revised estimates.

Y T BT A 3Tde 21.05 ART HAS I 3HfAF §, S
fU3d 99 & RN A ¥ AT 10% D1 Ifg

RG]

. However, experts have pointed out that the
2026 health budget is approximately 1.9% of the
total government expenditure, and about 0.26% of
GDP.

BTalieh fARISRI = R § fh 2026 HT W@TRA FoIE FA
RSN TG BT THTHT 1.9% 3R GDP BT TIHT
0.26% 3|

. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
fronted the Biopharma SHAKTI scheme, among the
projects with the single highest budgetary
allocations this year.

famr w0t ot Sfareor = 59 9v & 9 siftre
IO 3fTde arell uiRareHs  § Uh et
IR TSI &1 U fabaT |

° This 10,000 crore government initiative will
transform India into a manufacturing hub for
biologics and biosimilars over the next five years,
she said.

I BT [ g 210,000 T B! WHR] Usd AT
9T qul & YRd & qraraiioreT iR Iraiesi &
fomtor &g o sga <t

. A pan-country clinical state-of-the-art trial
infrastructure will also be created, through a network
of 1,000 accredited clinical trial sites.

SxraTdt sy feafed T sasRae i

TS ST, ST 1,000 HIRTAT U {Fafed erad Arged & Hcad & q1eqd 3 gt

¢ No doubt, this will take care of an angle that has long been languishing in India — research

and development.

fRice, 98 YR ¥ dd I9T 9 I0ferd &8 — ST iR fawra — &1 Waifa sam|
¢ Additionally, the government will set up three new National Institutes of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research (NIPER) and modernise seven existing units, besides
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establishing a second NIMHANS campus in north India and two upgraded national

mental health institutes.

g% e, meﬁwsﬂaﬁwmmwwﬁmm@mmmem

RYT Bl AR AT HiSGT 3H15al BT SMYFAPIBI0 HIM, 1Y & It YR F gaRT

NIMHANS TR¥R 3R &t 39d I AR T R RTfUd B

The government has set itself a target of training one lakh allied health professionals over

the next five years, while another 1.5 lakh care workers will also be trained to take care of

the health needs of the elderly.

PR A 3T YT I § Th ARG ARt WA URAGRT D1 TRIMET H= &1 A6 391 %,

e 3T 1.5 ARG GEHTHA BTl B g5l DI TR TIRABATSN D c@UT b g Uit

[ERISIl

This is appreciable at a time when India is well on its way towards becoming a grey nation,

with fertility levels falling.

gs;mwra:ﬂu%aa YR g Bl SFTEEGT aTdl 3= $1 3R 9¢ 6T § 3R Uoi- a3 °ue

I

In the area of making care affordable, the government has exempted 17 cancer medicines

and several treatments for rare diseases from customs and import duties, while also

reducing the tax collected at source from 5% to 2% on medical and educational

remittances.

TR YT B T F91 & & H, WHR 7 17 SR garaif 3R gy fwfeal & o2 Il

! HHT Yo R SaTd Yoo I God o 8, 1y &) Fafern sk e Jvor = Jid R &R

5% & TCTHY 2% X AT 8|

For patients suffering from these conditions, and their families, this will no doubt lead to better

affordability for treatments.

gﬂ@ﬁu‘fﬁﬁ%ﬁuﬂvﬁ 3R 3% IRERI & o, S99 fAfyd ¥U ¥ ITaR #t gg-Hgdr JgaR
I

Primarily under fire was the Union government’s refusal to increase health-care

allocation to 2.5% of GDP by 2025, as committed in the National Health Policy 2017.

T U ¥ 3T &1 [T 4T 2025 7% IATRA G B GDP & 2.5% TF 9¢M I $g INPR

BT PR, O b T Tarea ifar 2017 & arar foar o

Public health activists have lambasted the drop in funding for the National Health Mission,

despite the fact that funds have been consistently well utilised here.

el Tarea dRiddiel = g T e & g o & St @1 ST e @, i

TgT 41 BT TR ST SUUNT g3 3 |

While fiscal devolution has enabled States to invest more heavily in the health sector, there

are concerns that the Centre reducing its share will result in patchy outcomes, not even

|mprovements in the healthcare sector of the country.

gTaiie fareiia fardreiep T 3 It &) TR &7 § 3ifde Maw o3 § werm s 7, e feiar
2 o g 9 R o7 81 A 20 S Wiy &7 ¥ ergH ufiony g, guR +f 7
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DISCOMSs and the road

DISCOMS show improvement in performance, recording a positive turnaround marked by reduced AT&C losses, a narrowed ACS-ARR gap and improved financial

discipline; however. many utilities continue to rely on tariff subsidies and loss takeovers by State governments, underscoring the scope for further improvement

EXPLAINER
T. Ramakrishnan

etter days seem to be ahead for

the country’s electricity sector,

especially power distribution

utilities, including power
departments, commonly known as
DISCOMS.

For long, DISCOMs, now numbering 72
across the country (44 State-owned, 16
private-sector entities, and 12 power
departments), had presented a grim
picture with never-declining line losses,
also called Aggregate Technical and
Commercial (AT&C) losses, and the
consequent widening gap between the
Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and the
Average Revenue Realised (ARR). Between
2020-21 and 2024-25, accumulated losses
rose from ¥5.5 lakh crore to ¥6.47 lakh
crore, with outstanding debt increasing to
7.26 lakh crore. Non-cost-reflective tariffs
and delayed payment of State subsidies
were among the factors that contributed
to this state of affairs.

Alegacy of losses

As far as India is concerned, DISCOMs
and losses have become synonymous,
forcing specialists to use the prefix
“minus” whenever a power utility’s ARR
exceeds its ACS. One may argue that
loss-making is a legacy matter, as these
power utilities — in their previous ‘avatar’,
State Electricity Boards (SEBs), formed
under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948 —
were mostly in the red. But what was
overlooked, even then and now, was that
Section 59 of the law had originally
required SEBs to make a profit of three or
more per cent, as specified by State
governments.

Signs of a turnaround
Even though many DISCOMs are
struggling to cope with chronic issues,

Call for change: Political will, combined with public-spirited bureaucracy, can easily transform the face
of DISCOMs into that of viable and consumer-friendly entities. 8. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Onthe grid

The table presents an assessment of select States based on key operational and financial
parameters, including AT&C losses, accumulated surplus or deficit, and the ACS-ARR gap
for 2023-24 and 2024-25

AT&C loss (in %)

202324 2024-25

ACS-ARR gap* (¥ per
kilo watt per hour or
unit) (-deficit)

2023-24

Accumulated Surplus |
-Deficit (¢ in crore)

2023-24 2024-25

Even though many DISCOMs are
s ing to cope with chronic
issues, several others have begun
improving their performance

39 EMIs, prepayments, and
reconciliations. In January 2026, the dues
went down further to ¥ 4,927 crore, with
DISCOMs largely paying their current
dues on time, reflecting a marked
improvement in sectoral financial
discipline.

Yet, not everything is rosy. Many
DISCOMs, if not most, have been able to
achieve the turnaround, essentially due to
tariff subsidies received from and the
takeover of losses by their respective
governments. For instance, in the case of
‘Tamil Nadu, during 2024-25, the Tamil
Nadu Power Distribution Corporation
Limited (TNPDCL), the successor to the
‘Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution
Corporation (TANGEDCO), received
15,772 crore as tariff subsidy and 16,107
crore towards the takeover of losses. In
fact, the utility recorded a profit (after
tax) of ¥2,073 crore only after receiving
the State government’s largesse. But for
the takeover of losses, TNPDCL had
registered a loss of 14,034 crore,
according to the findings of the 14th

Rating Exercise by
the Power Finance Corporation Limited
(PFC) under a framework approved by the
Union Ministry of Power. The findings
were released in late January 2026.

Take the case of Rajasthan: Jodhpur
Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited (JDVVNL),
which, according to PFC’s assessment,
improved its showing during 2024-25
compared to the past. This utility
recorded a profit of ¥92 crore, but this
was after the receipt of ¥ 11,625 crore
towards tariff subsidy and ¥ 2,540 crore
towards loss takeover.

Besides, even the present position of
DISCOMs enjoying revenue surplus
appears to be transient, because when
the utilities may have to effect pay
revision for employees in a few years, the

steps taken by various

Payment Surcharge Rules.

financially i an

of them slipping back to
square one — revenue deficit — is quite

Still, the emphasis on government
support, which is nothing new, is not to
be viewed as taking away the credit for
DISCOMs for enhanced performance.
However, there is still scope for further
i At present, feeder

segregation works, taken up in States
such as Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Karnataka, and Maharashtra with
large rural or agricultural consumer bases
ing feeders for agricultural use

from non-agricultural use, should be
extended to other States such as Tamil
Nadu, where an unmetered power supply
to the farm sector has been the norm.
Only then will there be data, closer to the
real picture, regarding the quantum of
power supplied to agriculturists.

As Niti Aayog noted in its August 2021
study on the distribution sector, DISCOMs
should be proactive in promoting the use
of solar pumps in agriculture, a move that
would lead to a significant decrease in

several others have begun improving their Assam 14.03 15.44 -1,324 -1,028 022 0.26
performance perceptibly in the wake of Manipur 1341 1290 295 290 0.45 0.20

including those of the Union government Bihar 2032 1551 | -18529 -16,526 018 041

ASurvey revealed that DISCOMs recorded Uttar Pradésh high.
a positive Profit After Tax (PAT) of % 2,701 State sector 16.39 1954 | -90,039 -1,00,858 0.55 073

crore in the financial year 2024-25, Private sector 1.75 8.48 1,426 1,561 0.57 0.15 The way forward
marking “a decisive turnaround” from a Punjab 1096 1921 | 9620 3,404 0.20 0.30

!OSS of 67,962 crore in 2013-1_4' This Rajasthan 2213 15.18 -91,565 -90,303 031 0.04
improvement was accompanied by a -

reduction in AT&C losses from 22.62% to CGularat

15.04 % during the years in question. State sector [ 8o [ 825 | 5365 | 7355 | 058 | o040

Further, the ACS-ARR gap (on an accrual Private sector | 363 | 2823 | 382 | 014 | o2

basis) came down from 78 paise per unit

(l_(llﬂw?ﬂAhOUI) (? 0.06 paseper unit, State sector 23.86 17.69 -36,226 -35,671 0.28 -0.56

signalling much improved cost recovery.

In mid-January, the Union government Private sector 539 499 474 1,245 0.99 204
also made public the performance details Madhya Pradesh 2289 2276 | -69,506 71,394 018 0.04
of DISCOMs for the financial year that Chhatti 15.88 14.25 -10,016 -10423 020 0.19
ended March 31, 2025. Claiming credit for Jharkhand 3051 2819 | -18512 20,512 166 0.95
the _ﬁnancl_al turnaround, the government West Bengal
attributed it to several measures,
including the implementation of the State sector 17.13 1717 158 174 0.7 .03
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme Private sector 4.64 477 197 205 013 030
(RDSS), amendments to the Electricity Odisha** 19.59 17.81 824 1,263 -0.10 018
Rules, and the introduction of the Late Telangana 19.01 19.84 67,276 -69,741 -0.75 027

e RDSSY oblective Bt e Karnataka 11.89 1192 | -26,109 -34,980 -1.08 0.69

e 's objective is to improve the
quality and relizbility of power through a Kerala 7.44 661 | -37,543 -38,648 042 017
d i Andhra Pradesh 12.05 787 | 29210 29,420 034 015
efficient distribution sector, with the Tamil Nadu 1139 10.96 | -1,66,944 -1,19,153 -0.11 0.18

release of funds linked to the execution of
necessary measures. The effective
implementation of the Rules has helped
utilities arrest the mounting surcharges
on legacy dues, as it allows DISCOMs to
clear their dues through a maximum of 48
equated monthly instalments (EMIs).

Discipline and debt reduction
Prior to the Rules coming into force,

ALLINDIA 15.97 15.04 | 6,91,416 6,47,210 m

ATAC - Aggregate Technical and Commercial “ACS - Average Costof Supply | ARR - Average Revenue Realised, which covers tariff
b u

IDAY grant | **wh bel

Source: 14th Annual Integrated Rating & Ranking of Power Distribution Utilties, Power Finance Corporation

delays and non-payments by DISCOMs
had made it difficult for generators to pay
for the fuel, which had to be prepaid, to
continue generation, apart from having to
pay the Railways in advance for the rakes.

DISCOMs and the road ahead
fewmia 3R M &1 At

DISCOMs show improvement in performance, recording a positive turnaround marked by

reduced AT&C losses, a narrowed ACS-ARR gap and improved financial discipline; however,

When the Rules came into force on June
3, 2022, outstanding legacy dues totalled
1,39,947 crore. Since then, utilities in 13
States and Union Territories paid ¥
1,31,942 crore till December 2025 through

power procurement costs. The political
executive must resist the temptation to
offer free electricity universally to
domestic consumers or any other
category, as economically stronger
sections of society invariably benefit
disproportionately by any such measure.
Political will, combined wi
public-spirited bureaucracy, can easily
transform the face of DISCOMs into that
of viable and consumer-friendly entities.

THE GIST

v

DISCOMs record a decisive
turnaround, with reduced
ATAC losses, a sharply
narrowed ACS-ARR gap and
improved cost recovery
following reforms and rule
changes.

v

Financial discipline improves,
aslegacy dues decline, current
payments are largely made on
time and mounting surcharges
are arrested through
structured instalments.

v

Government support remains
central, with tariff subsidies
and loss takeovers
underpinning profits, even as
scope for further improvement
persists through feeder
segregation and efficiency
measures.

many utilities continue to rely on tariff subsidies and loss takeovers by State governments,
underscoring the scope for further improvement

fS¥pia & yaxi= & GuR fawrs & 5, ford ¢t v 4t gifal # o, Teivd-Teimam oie

# Hepad 3R I Sma § YR & 1Y RIS dgaTd <ol gail ¢; glaliih, oS
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gfefardtsr onft off 2R AfRTEY 3R Toa IR gR1 71 F kR = ik €, <
HFYH YR B TG I 3@iThd Bl &

DISCOMs and India’s Power Distribution Turnaround

eI 3 URA & faerell faaror & &1 gur

Better days seem to be ahead for the country’s electricity sector, especially power
distribution utilities, including power departments, commonly known as DISCOMs.

32 & faerelt g & forg dgaR fad o aTel Udiid 81 @, faxive: ferrelt faavor Sufral & o,
e araa: fepia Fer o g1

For long, DISCOMs, now numbering 72 across the country (44 State-owned, 16 private-
sector entities, and 12 power departments), had presented a grim picture with never-
declining line losses, also called Aggregate Technical and Commercial (AT&C) losses,
and the consequent widening gap between the Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and the
Average Revenue Realised (ARR).

T Y I, TR I H 72 FETBTH (44 357 W1 a1, 16 Fei &1 3R 12 fasrel favm)

fRTae &1 ot U fora, o @rmaR @rs| @rd, o wilile faea ts sulkfae (AT&C)

gﬁhﬁ?ﬁm% 3R 3N SMYfef ARTA (ACS) TUT 3N UTWd I (ARR) & S Faat Als
|

Between 2020-21 and 2024-25, accumulated losses rose from %5.5 lakh crore to ¥6.47 lakh
crore, with outstanding debt increasing to ¥7.26 lakh crore.

2020-21 | 2024-25 & S, TR HICT €5.5 ART HRIS A TGHY 26.47 TG HIIS 81 T 3R
IHIT BT T7.26 ATE HRIS b Ugd 11

Non-cost-reflective tariffs and delayed payment of State subsidies were among the factors
contributing to this state of affairs.

magamqﬁﬁmﬁéﬁtﬁ 3R T AfEt F Yira | &3 39 R & v HRoi
NIEER]

A legacy of losses

o1 @t fava

As far as India is concerned, DISCOMs and losses have become synonymous, forcing
specialists to use the prefix “minus” whenever a power utility’s ARR exceeds its ACS.

HRd # fETprA 3R greT anet gamneff 59 71t 8, S foRivsl &) 99 “HI8 -9 Weg &1
JUANT AT GST § ofd bt fororett ot %57 ARR S0& ACS | 31t giar 3|

One may argue that loss-making is a legacy issue, as these utilities — earlier State
Electricity Boards (SEBs) formed under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948 — were mostly
in the red.

Ig qh {1 o qahd ¢ b ueT Ueh farmaa "o €, a4ifes 3 duf-al uga ey fagga e
(SEBs) f, 5t fagga (smyfd) srfifrawm, 1948 & dgd a1t off oI siftrasizra: a1 & off|
However, Section 59 of the law had originally required SEBs to make a profit of three per
cent or more, as specified by State governments.

HNIES WﬁWSQﬁ%W@SEBsﬁWﬁW?ﬁ?mWHWﬁ
IR T FdTs 2R, SR b I TRBRY g1 e fovar mar

Signs of a turnaround

JUR & dbd

Even though many DISCOMs continue to struggle with chronic issues, several others have
begun improving performance due to steps taken by stakeholders, including the Union
government.

gTaile B3 fewhrg 3t off QRIit Taanaif I 9 ) €, iR 1t 3F o/ 3 F WK Afga
faftra fRauR®! gRT I3 MU HeHl & HROT 30 Y & GUR fHar g1

A Survey revealed that DISCOMSs recorded a positive Profit After Tax (PAT) of ¥2,701
crore in FY 2024-25, marking “a decisive turnaround” from a loss of ¥67,962 crore in
2013-14.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page55



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

TH qaefor & uran T fos feweid A far af 2024-25 A 22,701 RIS T AHRIAS PAT &of
fora, S 2013-14 ® 267,962 FRS & U ¥ FAvifas Gur Txfdr g1

This improvement was accompanied by a reduction in AT&C losses from 22.62% to
15.04%.

U YUR & 1Y AT&C A1 22.62% | TP 15.04% T 17

The ACS-ARR gap (accrual basis) declined from 78 paise per unit to 0.06 paise per unit,
signalling improved cost recovery.

ACS-ARR 3fdR (3R W) 78 T ufdl gf-ie & ged~ 0.06 U= ufa gfe 81 a1, St S5k
ARTT aget i 8|

In mid-January, the Union government released performance details of DISCOMs for the
year ending March 31, 2025.

%@wwﬁhwﬁm AT 2025 ! AT I8 P foIU FSTHIH b USRI BT ARl SRt
|

The government attributed the financial turnaround to measures including the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS), amendments to Electricity Rules, and the Late
Payment Surcharge Rules.

WHR A 39 fadig Jur &1 97 fdws fsegmm Gaex W (RDSS), fawredt fFraay o
TN, IR dAe YHe Jars o Het o fea

RDSS, Financial Discipline and DISCOM Performance
IRITaEY, faxfta s iR fewpiv wezfa

The RDSS’s objective is to improve the quality and reliability of power through a
financially sustainable and operationally efficient distribution sector, with the release of
funds linked to execution of necessary measures.

RIITATH FT I£T MAH TN & Feharaa | 98 U9 & iy & mem ¥ faxflg =u
T feTs: IR HATaITa® FU A HIId faavor &= gR1 faerelt @t uraan ok fageigar &
FUR FRATS

The effective implementation of the Rules has helped utilities arrest mounting
surcharges on legacy dues, as it allows DISCOMs to clear dues through a maximum of 48
equated monthly instalments (EMIs).

et & wurd! feparaast = STAIRArs & R @1 W 94 IR &I e I 7eg oI
msﬂﬁmaﬁaﬁWﬂmmwmﬂmmﬁWWﬁw
|

Discipline and debt reduction

ST 3R BT & wt

Before the Rules came into force, delays and non-payments by DISCOMs made it difficult

for generators to prepay for fuel and pay the Railways in advance for rakes, affecting

generatlon continuity.

aTgﬁ‘{ B ¥ Ugd, fEpia gR1 3 3R YITa 9 &3 J STReR! & forw Se= &1 3

Yod @Y Yo & T S YIrarT o631 i3 g1 ur, o Seare yfad ga

When the Rules came into force on June 3, 2022, outstanding legacy dues totalled

%1,39,947 crore.

9 9 3 S 2022 P AFL gU, 9 YRTH IHTT 21,39,947 FIS U |

Since then, utilities in 13 States and Union Territories paid ¥1,31,942 crore till December

2025 through 39 EMIs prepayments and reconciliations.

T T 13 ST MR Heid el & ITAfansi 3 faHaR 2025 9% #1,31,942 HRS HT
YT 39 EMIs, 3R YITaT= 3R JHm™IeH & A1y 3 fan

In January 2026, dues fell further to ¥4,927 crore, with DISCOMSs largely paying current
dues on time, showing improved financial discipline.

SR 2026 H THTT 3R YeHR 4,927 BRIS I8 T, 3R fSTHIA gRT IdAM IHTIT THT R
P I d5oR faxia = fo|

Yet, not everything is rosy. Many DISCOMs achieved turnaround largely due to tariff
subsidies and takeover of losses by State governments.
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R 1l U9 $2 HRIAS T8I 81 F3 fSIHIH 7 YR Road: ¢RE i) iR Iy RBRY
GRI °9TeT 381 & HRUI IR bl

¢ In Tamil Nadu (2024-25), Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Limited (TNPDCL)
received ¥15,772 crore as tariff subsidy and 16,107 crore towards takeover of losses.

(2024-25) T affrerTg uraR fewieg=m PRI Riftits (TNPDCL) &1 %15,772

FRIs Nw AR 3R 216,107 FRIS °IeT IoM 29 U gL

e The utility recorded PAT of ¥2,073 crore only after receiving State support, otherwise it
would have posted a loss of ¥14,034 crore.

Gﬁﬁ%ﬁez,onﬂsmmummm%maﬁm, 3TYT 214,034 PG BT
HTeT 8Tl

e These findings came from the 14th Integrated Rating Exercise by Power Finance
Corporation (PFC) under a framework approved by the Union Ministry of Power, released
in late January 2026.
J Y UTaR WIg- PRGN (PFC) GRT fhU T 149 $ERIRS ¥ET 3namy ¥ oy, o
Fita fagga e A Wierd fasan o, SR S St 2026 ¥ 3id T R gl

¢ In Rajasthan, Jodhpur Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited (JDVVNL) showed improvement in
2024-25 and recorded a profit of ¥92 crore.
IR B SR fagga faavor e fafies (JDVVNL) 7 2024-25 T QuR feamar iR 292
FRIS BT AT 3ol fohaT|

e However, this was after receiving 11,625 crore as tariff subsidy and ¥2,540 crore towards
loss takeover.
BTqTe, T8 T11,625 BINS R AFRISY IR 22,540 FHRIS °IeT IoM g U 811 & a8 THT
Sl

¢ Besides, even the present position of DISCOMs enjoying revenue surplus appears to be
transient, because when the utilities may have to effect pay revision for employees in a
few years, the probability of them slipping back to revenue deficit is quite high.

O 3aTaT, fEwpia t adur vora Ry R f sreumdt udid gt 8, Fife oo auf &
FHHARG! F da-T TMYF F TG 3P R J I °Te & S BT JHIET 31fs 7|

The way forward

3 &7 ANt

o Still, the emphasis on government support, which is nothing new, is not to be viewed as
taking away the credit for DISCOMs’ enhanced performance.

R 1t TR Tad R OR, S 791 81 3, Bl S0 & AgaR Ue &1 99 0 &1 & =4
o 7T <=1 A1 Afe|

e However, there is still scope for further improvement.
gTaiep, 3nft oft 3iftre JUR F JuTaT 7|

o At present, feeder segregation works undertaken in Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Karnataka, and Maharashtra, separating agricultural feeders from non-agricultural
feeders, should be extended to other States such as Tamil Nadu, where unmetered power
supply to the farm sector has been the norm.
T H IR, T8 TR, ORI, FATeH SR AFRIY H fHT T WIS gUaHRv HHd,
Wﬁaﬁvﬁvﬁuﬂmmﬁw%ﬁ éﬁﬂaﬁwﬁwmm
TRT, STeT Py & o) {3 Wiew faeredt smyfef wmra w6t

e Only then will there be reliable data on the actual quantum of power supplied to
agriculturists.
i feam &t & 78 arafas fasrelt 1 varen W fAya-a ST Juas grm|

e As NITI Aayog noted in its August 2021 study, DISCOMs should promote solar pumps in
agriculture, which would significantly reduce power procurement costs.
ST fo Hifar ST = SRR 2021 3reageT H g, fS | &1 iy § Wiax i &f ggrar AT
IR, fo faTelt Wdie @nTa o 1wl HHt Seh |

o The political executive must resist offering free electricity universally, as economically
stronger sections benefit disproportionately.
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I A &1 ArdRE gua fasTel 37 & gary= O S 91feT, Rifes 39T Ay
i U | gorgd aut &1 e Hed g

o Political will, combined with public-spirited bureaucracy, can transform DISCOMs into
viable and consumer-friendly entities.

el e o o) uggrd v SuHEI-
e a grTS & g It g

India, GCC nations
sign terms of
reference for FTA

Appropriate that we enter a robust trading arrangement for greater free

flow of goods and services, and predictability, stability to policy: Goyal

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

epresentatives of
Rlndia and the six-
nation Gulf Coop-

eration Council (GCC) on
Thursday signed the Terms
of Reference for negotia-
tions on a free trade agree-
ment (FTA). The GCC
countries are together In-
dia’s largest merchandise
trade partners, with total
merchandise trade exceed-
ing that done with even the
EU and the U.S.

The Terms of Reference
(ToR) were signed by In-
dia’s chief negotiator for
the FTA, Additional Secre-
tary Ajay Bhadoo, and his
counterpart representing
the Secretariat General of
the Gulf Cooperation
Council, Raja Al Marzouki.
The signing of the ToR is a
necessary precursor for
the start of formal negotia-
tions. The GCC countries

The GCC countries are together
India’s largest merchandise
trade partners.

are Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE.

“It is most appropriate
that we now enter into a
much stronger and robust
trading arrangement,
which will enable a greater
free flow of goods and ser-
vices, bring predictability
and stability to policy, help
encourage greater degree
of investments and take
our bilateral relations bet-
ween the six nation GCC

group and India to greater
heights,” Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, who presided over
the signing, said in his
speech.

Bilateral benefit
Mr. Goyal pointed out that
the two sides could signifi-
cantly benefit from each
other, with India’s work-
force both within the GCC
countries as well as in In-
dia standing to gain from
the eventual agreement.
“The GCC countries can
help us with further diver-
sification and growth of
our energy sources, oppor-
tunities for our youth, and
massive amounts of invest-
ments that different coun-
tries have already commit-
ted at different points of
time, which will further get
an impetus with a free
trade agreement between
India and the GCC na-
tions,” he added.

India, GCC nations sign terms of reference for FTA

YR 3R st 32 A vl & e ewf oife Yoya R garer fdu

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

Appropriate that we enter a robust trading arrangement for greater free flow of goods and
services, and predictability, stability to policy: Goyal

Page58



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

g3t 3R Tareft & 3t Gad Uarg, qur -ifa & yafqaar ok fRRar & e te weed
TR TR B Ja% Bl UG & el
Representatives of India and the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) on Thursday
signed the Terms of Reference for negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA).

YR 3R B8 I 918 T HIMTIWRIM HIIRIA (GCC) F UM 7 TFaR & Yod ATIR
TSN (FTA) R STaaid & g ewd 3w Iwed IR geR |
The GCC countries are together India’s largest merchandise trade partners, with total
merchandise trade exceeding that done with even the EU and the U.S.
oiRieft 3= fAdar URA & Jo9 98 avg AR UTTER €, S 919 $t avg AR §9 8RR
AT 9 ot 31fdw B
The Terms of Reference (ToR) were signed by India’s chief negotiator for the FTA,
Additional Secretary Ajay Bhadoo, and his counterpart representing the Secretariat
General of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Raja Al Marzouki.

R 3ITH YW (ToR) R YRA Ft 3R ¥ THT & & drdieR Sifafvad afra s ug
g?qwﬁeﬁmwm%mmmaﬁ?%w 3 TRYDT - TXIER

[
The signing of the ToR is a necessary precursor for the start of formal negotiations.

ToR TR XIER fuamies arafsil &1 Yead & i ve siawas gd-=rd g
The GCC countries are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.
it 3w & — 9889, a4, 3HM, HaR, TH4! 3R 3R US|
“It is most appropriate that we now enter into a much stronger and robust trading
arrangement, which will enable a greater free flow of goods and services, bring predictability
and stability to policy, help encourage greater degree of investments and take our bilateral
relations between the six nation GCC group and India to greater heights,” Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, who presided over the signing, said in his speech.

g JHdd IUYH ¢ [ 31d §H U 31 Hoigd iR Jeg SATUING HawIT § U &Y, off awqgaft
3R Jarsit & 3HfYF Yo TaTe &I e §1E, i & gafgagar sik fRRar am, o &1 vienfed
H 3R B <2 aret Sl THg quT YRd & o9 fguehia Jaek &1 92 Sargal 9@ o |
TXIER BRIHH PI L& B g ATTOred Td ST HA FIgW TR = 30+ UV & FHgl|

Bilateral benefit

feuea amu

Mr. Goyal pointed out that the two sides could significantly benefit from each other, with
India’s workforce both within the GCC countries as well as in India standing to gain from the
eventual agreement.

e 3 BT {6 GHY 18l Toh-giR ¥ IRl T J aHIfad 81 Fhd 8, 3TR HIRd BT 4Had,
e a8 ST o1 & g1 31 YR H, 59 SyIfad SHsid & ar urem|

“The GCC countries can help us with further diversification and growth of our energy
sources, opportunities for our youth, and massive amounts of investments that different
countries have already committed at different points of time, which will further get an impetus
with a free trade agreement between India and the GCC nations,” he added.

S 321 5AR St Hidl & 3R 31 Ay 3 fowdr, gaR garei & faw sraeRy, qur
fafere S gRT 3IeT-3relT Y WR fohT 1T WY fa=r & Heg o Ihd §, ofe WRa 3R it
3 F ol Jod uR A ¥ SR Ifd it =i SieT|
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India-U.S. trade deal
provides macro
predictability: Nasscom

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The India-U.S. trade deal
provided much-needed
macro predictability at a
time when technology, ta-
lent and trust are central to
global competitiveness,
said Nasscom President Ra-
jesh Nambiar. “Indian
technology companies are
already delivering measur-
able outcomes for the U.S.
economy - high-quality
jobs, regional investment
and innovation at scale,”
he said at a Nasscom U.S.
CEO Forum meeting held
in Washington DC , shortly
after the announcement of
the trade deal.

Energy security also
emerged as a strategic
priority, with the U.S. scal-
ing Al-critical energy ca-
pacity and India integrat-
ing green and nuclear
energy to support next-
generation data centres,
the forum noted.

According to the forum,
Indian technology compa-
nies are increasingly con-
tributing to Al-driven ener-
gy optimisation, grid
analytics, and digital in-

Indian tech firms
are increasingly
contributing to
Al-driven energy

optimisation

frastructure, reinforcing
the resilience of the U.S. in-
novation ecosystem.

The meeting held at Ca-
pitol Hill, brought together
leading Indian technology
business leaders and se-
nior U.S. policymakers to
advance a shared agenda
focused on enhancing in-
novation, Al, trusted sup-
ply chains, workforce de-
velopment and local job
creation across the U.S.,
Nasscom said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

Meanwhile, in another
statement, Nasscom said
Al models and tools would
continue to drive exponen-
tial innovation and rapid
adoption. “However, con-
cerns that such tools will
significantly disrupt or
eliminate the technology
services sector where India
has a strong global pre-
sence are misplaced,” the
apex trade body said.

India-U.S. trade deal provides macro
predictability: Nasscom

YRA-3MARBT AR
arr%qaﬁﬁwmm% B

° The India-U.S. trade deal provided much-
needed macro predictability at a time when
technology, talent and trust are central to global
competitiveness, said Nasscom President
Rajesh Nambiar.

YRA-ATST IR Tueia 5 0 9o 8
3TLTH AT i UEH B 8, o
Wt ufaur oiv fayr Afye uferauferesar
& I% T §, T8 91 TDIT ALTE I FAifedR =
Fall
. “Indian technology companies are already
delivering measurable outcomes for the U.S.
economy — high-quality jobs, regional
investment and innovation at scale,” he said at a
Nasscom U.S. CEO Forum meeting held in
Washington DC, shortly after the announcement
of the trade deal.

YR Wit Hufar ugd ¥ & smfvat
3refaraw & forg Ao gRome ¢ 38t & — I=-
T[UraIT aTelt e ial, et fFawr ok 789U
W TR, 361 AUR T3 &1 901 F ged
ammfknméhﬁﬁ&rmﬁﬁﬁﬁwq\.w.
W3 wRA o1 355 & HeT|

o Energy security also emerged as a
strategic priority, with the U.S. scaling Al-critical
energy capacity and India integrating green and
nuclear energy to support next-generation data
centres, the forum noted.

BRH A Dyl fob St & Hi b orifas
AT & U & U, S8l et Tans-
TITIS ol &I 371 361 § SR HIRA g 3R
YRHTY] St &1 3Telt didt & ST Pl & e &
T TPipd IR W 5

. According to the forum, Indian technology
companies are increasingly contributing to Al-
driven energy optimisation, grid analytics, and

digital infrastructure, reinforcing the resilience of the U.S. innovation ecosystem.

F IR, Hufar wams-3neiia et srgead, frs varfafesy
3R FERed Srawiva & sed AeH 2 38 €, R sk TaraR TR & &
KEIGINE R R R

o The meeting held at Capitol Hill, brought together leading Indian technology business
leaders and senior U.S. policymakers to advance a shared agenda focused on enhancing
innovation, Al, trusted supply chains, workforce development and local job creation
across the U.S., Nasscom said in a statement on Thursday.

Ffvea fga & smaifod do® & U9 URdH MENRI@T ST At ok IRy smfvet ifa-
fermtar Te A1 ToleT &1 31 g & AN ThA g, T By TamR, TS, [y
3MYfd JEamd, Hridd ARy 3R AR®T 1R T R ASRIR Joid TR T, T8 A9
AR DI IR 9 F 63T

e Meanwhile, in another statement, Nasscom said Al models and tools would continue to
drive exponential innovation and rapid adoption.
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3T 9§19, T 30 99 | 9GP - HgT {5 TIITE Aisd 3R UV 911y TaER 3R 9w
ST BT Ufh a1 B 3 Fed @

¢ “However, concerns that such tools will significantly disrupt or eliminate the technology
services sector where India has a strong global presence are misplaced,” the apex trade
body said.
“gTallioh, T8 3R o TY IR0 MRNRI! A1 &F $I, S8 YRd &1 Avigd afye sufeufa
&, TR =0 ¥ SIfYd S a1 g IR <7, T 8, X SR e | Fa

GS Paper I11: S&T,
TOPICS COVERED

1. | QUIZ

2 Rethin!(ing battery strategy in India: the case for sodium-ion teqhnology
YRd § et R YAIdR: Gif$aq-3ma menfiie! & ue d a&

3. | ISS countdown to return to Earth brings an era of global cooperation to
a close

agﬁ%d%wmuﬁaﬁmsaaﬂﬁﬁ%@%wgn%&iamm

Despite centuries of research, the brain continues to remain the most mysterious of organs in the human body. Here
is a quiz testing your knowledge about the important organ and how to care for it?

| 06 February 2026

Zubeda Hamid A

QUESTION 4 ETE——— 5 rain
[N Which daily hygiene ritual that many of A Answers to previous edition’s quiz: causes the flu, and people often
QUESTION 1 us skip is believed to reduce the risk of Visual question: 1. Which virus is most often the culprit contract it in winter. Influenza viruses

What is the human brain primarily
made of? This comprises about 60%
of the brain, with the remaining 40%
being protein, carbohydrates, salt and
water.

N
‘QUESTION 2

We all know about grey matter and
white matter in the central nervous
system. In your spinal cord, which
matter is on the outside, and which is
inside?

N
‘QUESTION 3

Is the following statement true or
false? Walnuts are good for brain
health and can also help improve
memory.

Quiz

Rhinoviruses and the common cold

stroke?

N
QUESTION S

Looking after which of your organs,
besides the brain, is one of the most
effective ways to reduce the risk of
dementia?

QUESTION 6

Take a guess as to how many neurons
the brain s believed to have: a) Over
100 billion b) Between 40 and 50 billion
¢) Between 80 and 90 billion

S
QUESTION 7

Is the following statement true or false?
The brain's ability to change stops

with age.

Identify the part of
the brain and state
what it mainly does.
Hint: This part literally
translates to ‘little
brain’. WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

Brain Stem

Spinal cord

behind your common cold? Ans:
Rhinoviruses 2. After a viral infection,
some people contract___,a
condition in which the airways of the
lungs get inflamed. Ans: Acute
bronchitis 3. Paracetamol is
commonly used as a fever reliever and
to manage symptoms of winter
infections. What is the safe dosage for
adults in a 24-hour period?
Ans:Adults can take two 500mg
tablets, 4 times in 24 hours. You
must wait at least 4 hours between
doses 4. True or False: Cold air kills
viruses. Ans: False 5. Pneumonia is a
common winter infections. Which part
of the lungs does it affect? Ans: Air
sacs or alveoli 6. The influenza virus

A, B and C are the common viruses
behind the flu. Is the flu contagious?
Ans: Yes 7. RSV is a common virus,
usually mild, causing cold-like
symptoms. Immunity from contracting
this infection does not last, so people
can get it more than once. What is the
full form of RSV? Ans: Respiratory
syncytial virus 8. Which vitamin is
more useful to help prevent winter
illnesses? Ans: Vitamin D Visual: Black
pepper, commonly used as a home
remedy to soothe symptoms of stuffy
noses and sore throats. What is the
active compound in it that helps,
called? Ans: Piperine

Winners: C. Saravanan | Tamal Biswas
| Manda Venkata Apparao

e Rhinoviruses are the primary cause of the common cold, responsible for about half of
infections worldwide. They belong to the Enterovirus genus and spread through respiratory
droplets and contaminated surfaces. After entering the nose or throat, they multiply in
respiratory tissues, producing symptoms like sneezing, throat, cough, and runny nose.
Mutations and more than 160 types make vaccine development difficult, so prevention relies
on hand hygiene, masks, and avoiding contact.

Acute bronchitis after viral infection

e Acute bronchitis is a short-term inflammation of the bronchial tubes that often follows a viral
infection such as the common cold or influenza. Viruses irritate the airway lining, causing
swelling, mucus production, cough, chest discomfort, and mild breathing difficulty. The
condition usually lasts one to three weeks and rarely needs antibiotics because most cases
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are viral. Treatment focuses on rest, fluids, steam inhalation, and symptom relief, while
prevention includes hygiene, vaccination, and avoiding respiratory irritants like smoke.

Safe adult dosage of Paracetamol

e Paracetamol is widely used to reduce fever and relieve mild to moderate pain.

e For adults, the commonly accepted safe maximum dose is 4,000 mg (4 g) in 24 hours,
usually taken as two 500 mg tablets up to four times daily, with at least 4 hours between
doses.

e Exceeding this limit can cause serious liver damage.

o People with liver disease, alcohol dependence, or underweight individuals should use lower
doses and consult a doctor before use.

Cold air and viruses

e Cold air does not kill viruses. Many respiratory viruses, including influenza and rhinoviruses,
actually survive longer in cold, dry conditions.

o Winter weather may increase infections because people stay indoors, ventilation decreases,
and close contact spreads viruses easily. Cold air can also dry the respiratory tract,
weakening natural defenses. Proper prevention includes hand hygiene, masks, ventilation,
vaccination, and maintaining immunity, rather than relying on temperature to eliminate
viruses.

Pneumonia and the lungs

e Pneumonia is an infection that primarily affects the air sacs (alveoli) of the lungs.

e These tiny sacs normally fill with air for oxygen exchange, but during pneumonia they become
inflamed and filled with fluid or pus, causing cough, fever, chest pain, and breathing
difficulty.

e |t may be caused by bacteria, viruses, or fungi.

e Severe cases can reduce oxygen supply to the body.

e Prevention includes vaccination, hygiene, nutrition, and timely medical treatment, especially
for children and elderly.

Contagious nature of influenza (Flu)

e Yes, influenza is highly contagious. The influenza viruses A, B, and C spread mainly through
respiratory droplets released when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks, and also
through contaminated surfaces.

e A person can transmit the virus one day before symptoms appear and up to 5-7 days
after illness begins.

o Common symptoms include fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, and fatigue. Vaccination,
hygiene, masks, and isolation during illness help prevent transmission and outbreaks.

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)

o RSV stands for Respiratory Syncytial Virus, a common respiratory virus that usually causes
mild, cold-like symptoms such as runny nose, cough, fever, and wheezing. It spreads through
respiratory droplets and contaminated surfaces. Immunity after infection is not long-lasting,
so reinfection can occur throughout life. RSV can be serious for infants, elderly, and
immunocompromised people, sometimes leading to bronchiolitis or pneumonia. Prevention
includes hand hygiene, avoiding close contact, ventilation, and protective measures for high-
risk groups.

Vitamin D and prevention of winter ililnesses
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e Vitamin D plays an important role in supporting the immune system and may help reduce the

risk of winter respiratory infections. It enhances the body’s antimicrobial defenses and
regulates immune responses. Sunlight exposure is the primary natural source, but winter
often reduces synthesis, increasing deficiency risk. Foods like fortified milk, eggs, and fish

help maintain levels. Health authorities recommend adequate Vitamin D intake, especially for

elderly and low-sunlight populations, to support respiratory health.

Piperine in black pepper

e Piperine is the active compound found in black pepper that contributes to its medicinal
properties. It has anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and mild antimicrobial effects, which may
help relieve symptoms like nasal congestion and sore throat. Piperine also improves the

absorption of certain nutrients and medicines, including curcumin. Traditionally used in home
remedies, black pepper supports respiratory comfort, though it is not a cure for infections and

should complement, not replace, medical treatment.

Rethinking battery strategy in India:
the case for sodium-ion technology

India’s dependence on lithium-ion batteries exposes structural constraints linked to critical minerals, import dependence, and supply security; sodium-ion

batteries emerge as a safer alternative with lower material risk, compatible with existing infrastructure, and the potential to strengthen energy security

i Saraswat
Nikhil Mall

atteries have become deeply

embedded in moedern life. From

laptops, mobile phones, wearable

devices such as smartwatches and
wireless earphones, to power tools, electric
vehicles (EVs), and large-scale battery energy
storage systems, batteries now underpin
both personal convenience and critical
infrastructure. A newer trend is also
emerging, with batteries being integrated
directly into household appliances. These
developments collectively point to a future
saturated with batteries, making energy
storage a foundational pillar of economic
growth, energy security, and the clean
energy transition.

Dominant, not a perfect solution

Among the various battery chemistries that
have existed or are still in use, lithium-ion
batteries have emerged as the dominant
global technology. This dominance is largely
driven by their high energy density, low
self-discharge rates, and long cycle life.
Sustained global focus on lithium-ion
technology over the past two decades has
resulted in steady improvements in
performance, manufacturing efficiency, and
large-scale capacity build-out. By 2024,
global lithium-ion manufacturing capacity
had reached nearly 2.5 times annual
demand, further accelerating cost reductions
through economies of scale. As a result, costs
have fallen dramatically, from nearly $1,100
per kWh in the early 2010s to about $108 per
kWh in 2025.

However, the success of lithium-ion
batteries masks several structural challenges.
These batteries are highly resource-intensive
and depend on critical minerals such as
lithium, cobalt, nickel, and graphite. The
availability of these materials is unevenly
distributed across a handful of countries,
while refining and processing capacities are
even more geographically concentrated. This
creates vulnerabilities related to supply
security, price volatility, and geopolitical
risk. As global demand for batteries
accelerates, these constraints are likely to
intensify, reinforcing the need for alternative
technologies that can support a more
resilient and equitable energy transition.

Ambitions and structural constraints
The Government of India has made
sustained efforts to build domestic battery
manufacturing capacity, most notably
through the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cells
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Na-ion form factors & reported energy densities are just behind LFP batteries 2
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The specific energy density of a battery indicates the amount of electrical energy it can store per unit of its
own mass, measured in Watt-hours per kilogram (Wh/kg), determining how light a battery can be for a given
potential. The volumetric energy density of a battery refers ta the amount of energy it can store per unit
volume, measured in Watt-hours per litre (Wh/L), defining how compact a battery is. Ideally, both should

be high. We notice that commercially available layered oxide sodium-ion batteries of different shapes have
better specific energy density and volumetric energy density than their sodium-ion counterparts built of

pelyanienic compounds and Prussian blue analogues

(PBAs). However, they have lower specific energy

density and volumetric energy density than lithium iron phosphate (LFP) batteries, indicated as (x). Data
from the Volta Foundation’s Annual Battery Report 2024

launched in 2021. Under this scheme, around
40 GWh of manufacturing capacity has been
allocated so far. While this represents
meaningful progress, deployment remains at
an early stage, with just over 1 GWh
commissioned to date and additional
capacities expected to come online
gradually.

More critically, India’s upstream
ecosystem, from raw material availability
and mineral processing to cathode and
anode active material production and
separator manufacturing, remains
underdeveloped. Domestic reserves of
lithium are limited and yet to be proven
commercially viable, while processing
infrastructure is still nascent. Consequently,
import dependence for lithium-ion batteries
is likely to persist for a considerable period.
This reality underscores the importance of
parallel investments in alternative battery
technologies that can reduce material risk
and strengthen long-term energy security.
Sodium-ion batteries (SiBs) represent one
such technology, offering significant promise
for India in the medium to long term.

Energy density: sodium vs lithium

From a fundamental perspective, sodium-ion
batteries exhibit lower specific energy
(Wh/kg) than lithium-ion batteries, largely

because sodium has a higher atomic mass
than lithium, which intuitively leads to more
mass per unit of stored energy. However, this
performance gap is often overstated. In
practice, it can be significantly narrowed if
the mass of other cell components in
sodium-ion batteries is reduced, thereby
compensating for the higher mass of sodium
itself. Moreover, among commercially
available sodium-ion chemistries, layered
transition-metal oxide cathodes already
deliver higher specific energy than
polyanionic compounds and Prussian blue
analogues, underscoring the growing
competitiveness of sodium-ion technology.
Importantly, layered oxide sodium-ion
batteries are now approaching the specific
energy of lithium iron phosphate (LFP)
batteries, as illustrated in Figure 1. Although
their volumetric energy density (Wh/L) still
trails that of LFP, ongoing materials and
cell-level optimisations are expected to
substantially narrow this gap and potentially
lead to meaningful overlap. It is also
important to emphasise that this comparison
is based on commerecially available products,
whereas laboratory-scale and pilot-level
research results suggest even greater
performance potential. By contrast,
comparisons with high-energy lithium nickel
manganese cobalt (NMC) chemistries are less
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EV manufacturers should be
encouraged through procurement
policies, pilot programmes, and
regulatory nudges to type-test and
approve vehicle platforms using
sodium-ion batteries alongside
lithium-ion options. This approval
strategy would allow rapid
substitution in response to supply
disruptions or cost fluctuations

instructive, as NMC batteries occupy a
distinct performance space and entail
separate trade-offs related to safety and
reliance on eritical minerals.

Safety first

Safety is one of the most compelling
advantages of sodium-ion batteries. Studies,
including those conducted by the U.S. Naval
Research Laboratory, have shown that
sodium-ion cells exhibit significantly lower
peak temperature rise during thermal
runaway events compared to lithium-ion
cells. This intrinsic safety advantage extends
well beyond cell performance into storage,
handling, and transportation.

Lithium-ion batteries are classified as
“Dangerous Goods” by national and
international transport authorities,
necessitating strict packaging, handling, and
transportation requirements. They are
typically shipped at a state of charge not
exceeding 30%, which increases logistical
complexity and cost. These restrictions stem
from the use of copper current collectors on
the anode side, which can dissolve at low
voltages and redeposit on the cathode,
increasing the risk of internal short circuits.

Sodium-ion batteries do not suffer from
these limitations. They use aluminium
current collectors on both the anode and
cathode sides, as sodium does not form
unstable alloys with aluminium. As a result,
sodium-ion cells can be safely stored and
transported at zero volts without
degradation or safety risks. Prolonged
storage at zero volts has been shown not to
compromise cycling stability. This feature
offers significant benefits across the value
chain, including safer handling, lower
transportation costs, and greater flexibility in
manufacturing and installation.

Manufacturing ready

Another critical advantage of sodium-ion
batteries is their compatibility with existing
lithium-ion manufacturing infrastructure.
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Rethinking battery strategy in India: the case for sodium-ion technology

YR # et 0Hfd R qAfdR: Sifsaq-sma= menfiet & ver d

e India’s dependence on lithium-ion batteries exposes
structural constraints linked to critical minerals, import
dependence, and supply security; sodi um-ion batteries
emerge as a safer alternative with lower material risk,
compatible with existing infrastructure, and the potential to
strengthen energy security

forfiraw-smam defal R wRd &t i 3 weayf @ f st
T IS AP qTUTT, amﬁr*—hmsﬁwrrqf‘ TS
e, IR B &; mmmmmm$wuwmmﬁw$wﬁ
U &, S HISIGT SFaRivaTT & SHd © 3R Holl Y& DI Ao B i &HdT W &

Batteries and the Future of Energy Storage

Sefar 3R el HerRur &1 Hiaw

e Batteries have become deeply embedded in modern life.
Sefar smyfie sfiaw & TexTs I wmifed 81 T |
o From laptops, mobile phones, wearable devices such as smartwatches and wireless
earphones, to power tools, electric vehicles (EVs), and large-scale battery energy
storage systems, batteries now underpin both personal convenience and critical
infrastructure.
AUCTY, WETSd BIH, WEard 3R IRAH FARBIF S Ug- T SUDHRUN I AHR UTaR
WW(EVS) 3R T8 THH & 93 FHol HSRUI A a5, SeikaT 3
aﬂ%magﬁ%n WYY AR Sl BT SMUR 9 91 |
o A newer trend is emerging with batteries being integrated directly into household
appliances.
TP 91 T IR 387 & Ford Jefar W ave IuHRon & Thidd &1 o 361 |
o These developments indicate a future saturated with batteries, making energy storage a
foundational pillar of economic growth, energy security, and clean energy transition.

3y T HiTST BT 3R Tobd HRd ¢ ol defal § ufegef ghm, Frad St Herur nfifew
faer, Sut JRe 3R Wes Suit uiad= &1 TR §9 STe|

Dominant, not a perfect solution

T, Uq qof qHTT e

e Among various battery chemistries, lithium-ion batteries have emerged as the dominant
global technology.
faftd ot dasiton! & forfrg-emas defal afYes TR R U@ a@-te a6 3 B

e This dominance is due to high energy density, low self-discharge, and long cycle life.
g U 3o Solt U, $H Wa-fewret 3R &6l shiaq 9% & HRU g

e Global focus over the last two decades improved performance, manufacturing efficiency
and capacity build-out.

e ot gurel § A @ 7 ugel, Frmfor gamr ok amar iR & gur fan

e By 2024, global lithium-ion manufacturing capacity reached nearly 2.5 times annual
demand, reducing costs through economies of scale.

2024 T A fAfam- 3 Ao e afiies T ¥ @ 2.5 AT 81 7T, o wha ot
SrferaRT % HRU AN HH g3 |
e Costs fell from nearly $1,100 per kWh in early 2010s to about $108 per kWh in 2025.
%mﬁzmo & TP DI LT A $1,100 YT kWh F TEH 2025 T TTHIT $108 Uil kWh &
I
e However, lithium-ion batteries face structural challenges.
HNIED f%fm-a{mémﬁwmﬁﬁﬁmm%
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o They depend on critical minerals such as lithium, cobalt, nickel and graphite, which are
unevenly distributed globally.

, , e 3k AwTge S Hewayul @iAe W AR §, St affes TR R e/me
U Y faakd g1

e Refining and processing capacities are geographically concentrated, creating risks related
to supply security, price volatility and geopolltlcs

M SR TRERDHROT AT WA 0 A Sisd 7, oo smyfd gReam, gea sifRRer v -
oo S 37 8 B

o As demand rises, these constraints will intensify, highlighting the need for alternative battery
technologies for a resilient and equitable energy transition.
S-S AT 970, T F1em g, O A 3R [TawTd SHell uikad & ol dfeus
Y THtp! BT HTaTaHaT WY Bl B

Ambitions and structural constraints

HAEATHI&TT 3R JAATHS qTLUTT

o The Government of India has sought to build domestic battery manufacturing capacity
through the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cells
launched in 2021.
YRA PR - 2021 T IF Pi T3 TSAITS HIERe] A & 1€ Ieqre smemia wieimg=
(PLI) TS & H1eqd § TR dedt Ao e e &1 v fasa g

e Around 40 GWh manufacturing capacity has been allocated under the scheme.
Y IIoHT & dgd TTHT 40 GWh ot ermrar sdfeq &t 1< 81

o However, deployment remains at an early stage, with just over 1 GWh commissioned so
far, and additional capacity expected to come online gradually.
gTaites, Frataa onft wRf® TRuT & §, 3/ d% Hdd 1 GWh & UfRI® &1 I g3 &, 3R
Sifafed &l FHDT: IR 81 BT 3UeT B

India’s Battery Ecosystem and Sodium-ion Potential
YR BT et nifRufas! a3 iR Jifsan-ma= &t Jura-n

e More critically, India’s upstream ecosystem, from raw material availability and mineral
processing to cathode and anode active material production and separator
manufacturing, remains underdeveloped.

3HfYH Agayul ¥U ¥, YRA &1 A UfRAfa®! &7, o o= ard 1 Suesudr, @it
TRHEHRVT, HUTS 3R TS afera arsh Iame aur Juvex fHufor wnfia € onf o
IfypiEa gl

e Domestic reserves of lithium are limited and yet to be proven commercially viable, while
processing infrastructure is nascent.
ferfiaw & g Wer Wt § ok snit saraaiie v @ et Rig 721 gu g, wefe
TRIHRUT AR YRS a1 7 5|

e Consequently, import dependence for lithium-ion batteries is likely to persist for a
considerable period.
Ry, ferfad-smaer defiat & forg smara frfkar de v 9@ s+ v ot dure gl

e This underscores the need for parallel investments in alternative battery technologies to
reduce material risk and strengthen long-term energy security.
g dAPpfId dedl A1 THHIAR (=T B STaRISHdl B SRl & alid YT Siaw
FH gl 3R S PIId Kol GR&m Aeigd ot |

¢ Sodium-ion batteries (SiBs) represent one such technology with significant promise for
India in the medium to long term.

Tfgu-sma= sl (siBs) T 8 U da-ias § ford URd & fore weaw | Sefera o
UEayul UG 3 |

Energy density: sodium vs lithium
el g-I: Aifead
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From a fundamental perspective, sodium-ion batteries have lower specific energy
(Wh/kg) than lithium-ion batteries, due to higher atomic mass of sodium.
e = F, Afsgg-smaa defial @) fafRiy Swif (Whikg), frfaaw-sma defvay @ w0
BIdt 8, i WfEaw &1 uxHTY] Soqum= R g 5|
However, this performance gap is often overstated.
In practice, the gap can be narrowed by reducing the mass of other cell components,
compensating for sodium’s higher mass.
FAER B, 37 A UeH! BT SoIHTH HH BIP 59 iR B gerl o Jodl 5, o Qifeaq &
3P GHHM BT URUTS Bicil 5
Among commercial sodium-ion chemistries, layered transition-metal oxide cathodes
already deliver higher specific energy than polyanionic compounds and Prussian blue
analogues.

W ETH-3mg [l &, A4S ifomH-Hed fRIgs $Uls Usd & NifteAm=e
AT 3R R &7 Tarar™ &t goq ¥ ¢ifie fafkiy Swif uem #va g
Layered oxide sodium-ion batteries are approaching the specific energy of lithium iron
phosphate (LFP) batteries.
TS SHIHITES HITSTH-MI deikal fifam smeR= wivbe (LFP) defal ot fafke Sef &
ERCRRERGEE)
Although volumetric energy density (Wh/L) still trails LFP, ongoing materials and cell-
level optimisation are expected to narrow the gap.
BIeiiids ST St wied (WhiL) 312l 4t LFP & %4 B, Qe+t I Y& Arensht ok dat-wrdiy
3P ¥ T8 3R HH g1 B IFNT 2|
Laboratory and pilot-level research indicate even greater performance potential.

TN 3R UTIeIe TR & WY 3R W} 3= Ue=i &Mdr cxid g

Comparisons with high-energy lithium nickel manganese cobalt (NMC) batteries are less
useful due to different performance space and safety-mineral trade-offs.

3= St fafgw e ATie Piaree (NMC) SRl 3 JeT S0 Suart & Hiifd I
TR faRiwant iv JRem-wfe T SerT 8id ¢ |

Safety first

Y& g

Safety is one of the most compelling advantages of sodium-ion batteries.
AIfETH-3ma SeRal &1 Jod Aeayul oy FR&Mm 2|

Studies, including those conducted by the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, have shown
that sodium-ion cells exhibit significantly lower peak temperature rise during thermal
runaway events compared to lithium-ion cells.

e, o e, Aae R deedt & sremm i 7, 3 i § f& aifsaw-emm
Jeq 7 yid I3 F SR ARPpan arw gfg FRifaw-3mas eq &1 ga- o &1l &4
g 8|

This intrinsic safety advantage extends beyond cell performance into storage, handling,
and transportation.

I8 SfAfied Y& ATH PHad U= a Ad 81 ¢, dfes HSRUI, il ok ufvag ao
fazaTid g &1

Lithium-ion batteries are classified as “Dangerous Goods” by national and international
transport authorities, requiring strict packaging, handling, and transportation rules.
RRITRRT- 3 Ae Rt ) AT SR SIARRTPTT URaET HTRBRUN GRT “EaRTd aeg” & &0
i fopan T B, forees fow we 4T, g ik ufvas+ Aoy o €

They are typically shipped at a state of charge not exceeding 30%, increasing logistical
complexity and cost.

%ﬂ?@ﬁ 30% 9 3rfire aret oY fRUfT 7 781 Yo e, oy atfeifees sifedan 3R arma
IR

These restrictions arise from the use of copper current collectors on the anode side, which
can dissolve at low voltages and redeposit on the cathode, raising the risk of internal short
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e Sodium-ion batteries do not suffer from these limitations.
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JfegH-3ma defvar 37 darsit I gHifag 78t gl

e They use aluminium current collectors on both the anode and cathode sides, since sodium
does not form unstable alloys with aluminium.

H TS 3R TS Hl IR TegfAfray $ie dadex IUIN 8Id §, Hifdh Afead

THGIaH & A1y AR Fgearg =8t s

e As aresult, sodium-ion cells can be safely stored and transported at zero volts without
degradation or safety risks.

U PR,

Tl g, foFT &R0t a1 & iy & |

e Prolonged storage at zero volts has been shown not to compromise cycling stability.

YA diee R e GHY dp HeRUT § Argfaet fRRar ywifad et gl |

ETH-34T- & B! YT dlee UR GRfd ¥U & W 3R ufeas fearon

o This feature offers major benefits across the value chain, including safer handling, lower
transportation costs, and greater manufacturing flexibility

, B URgg and 3R 3iftre fAmfor erftemo= S

mﬁﬁwn@mﬁw

S A4 U™ Bl B

Man ufacturln% ready

o Another critical advantage of sodium-ion batteries is their compatibility with existing
lithium-ion manufacturing infrastructure.

QifsaH-3ma=

SERITTAT & ITY HI

Yefal &1 Ue SR Hgayul @y I8 § fo o dieger ferfam-smast fAmfor

ISS countdown to return to Earth brings an era of global cooperation to a close
bosiisat

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

When the International
Space Station (ISS) comes
back to Earth in 2030, it
will mark the end of three
decades of peaceful inter-
national cooperation — and
an era when space became
central to our daily lives.

Since November 2000,
there have always been
several humans on board
the football field-sized
scientific laboratory, whip-
ping around the planet at
eight kilometres per se-
cond.

With a new crew of as-
tronauts set to blast off for
the station as soon as next
week, some of those who
have helped the station
from the ground are nos-

talgic about its looming de-
mise.

“The 1SS is a cathedral
to human cooperation and
collaboration across bor-
ders, languages and cul-
tures,” John Horack, the
former manager of NASA’s
Science and Mission Sys-
tems Office, told AFP.

“For more than 25
years, we have had people
in space, 24/7/365,” added
Mr. Horack.

“Itis a testament to how
we can ‘figure it out’ rather
than “fight it out” when we
wish to interact with each
other”

The 1SS was first pro-
posed in the aftermath of
the Cold War, illustrating a
newfound spirit of cooper-
ation between space race
rivals Russia and the Unit-

ed States. While many ties
between Russia and the
West have been severed ov-
er Moscow’s war in Uk-
raine, cooperation has
continued on board the
space station.

“The history of human
spaceflight is first and fore-
most the space race,” Lio-
nel Suchet of France’s
space agency CNES told
AFP.

“This is a very interest-
ing moment in the evolu-
tion of space exploration,”
said Mr. Suchet, who coor-
dinated several early ISS
projects after witnessing its
predecessor, the Mir space
station, de-orbiting in
2001.

However, the ISS is get-
ting old and its equipment
is outdated.

Eye in the sky: Image of the International Space Station taken by a
crew member onboard the space shuttle Endeavour. REUTERS

NASA announced last
year it had selected Elon
Musk’s SpaceX to build a
vehicle that can push the
station back into Earth’s at-
mosphere in 2030, where
it will break up.

“This large rocket en-

gine will slow down the
1SS, and enable it to have a
precise re-entry over the
Pacific Ocean, far from
land, people or any other
potential hazards,” Mr. Ho-
rack explained.

Several spacecraft and

telescopes — including Mir
— have met a similar fate,
splashing down at an iso-
lated spot in the ocean
called Point Nemo.

After 2030, the only
space station orbiting
Earth will be China’s Tian-
gong.

Private players

For the future, the U.S. is
focusing more on space
stations built and operated
by private companies.

“We are moving into an
era where space stations
have a much more com-
mercial dimension,” simi-
lar to what has already
happened with rockets
and satellites, Mr. Horack
said.

National space agencies
would then need to pay

these companies to stay on
board.

Several companies, in-
cluding Jeff Bezos’s Blue
Origin and Axiom Space,
are already working on
plans to build the first com-
mercial space station.

Mr. Suchet emphasised
that “the business model
will still be largely institu-
tional because countries
are always interested in
sending astronauts into
low-Earth orbit”.

Scientific research and
exploration also remain an
“objective of all humani-
ty”, he added, pointing to
treaties that govern how
nations are supposed to act
in space.

Whether these treaties
will hold once humans
make it to the Moon — the

U.S. and China both have
plans to build lunar bases
- remains to be seen.

For Mr. Horack, the end
of the ISS could be seen as
“quite sad”.

But the end of this era
will mark the opening of
another, he added.

“We must grow as hu-
mans in our space-faring
capacity, in our explora-
tion of space, and in the
use of space to generate so-
cial, economic, education-
al and quality of life out-
comes for all people
everywhere.”

He finished by quoting
the former head of the Eu-
ropean Space Agency,
Jean-Jacques Dordain: “If
you want to go fast, go
alone. If you want to go far,
go together”.

ISS countdown to return to Earth brings an era of global cooperation to a close

gt oR IR} Ft Iss It et Ay TgaiT & U g1 & ofd &1 Adhd Sl ©

e |SS countdown to return to Earth brings an era of global cooperation to a close
g2dl R aToRl ®F sguHTd Iact i A g & Ue g & 3id & gl §

¢ When the International Space Station (ISS) comes back to Earth in 2030, it will mark the
end of three decades of peaceful international cooperation — and an era when space
became central to our daily lives.

SIS SARRTE SNl T (STFTHTH) 2030 H Jedl W e, ol Ig o el o ifagol
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Since November 2000, there have always been several humans on board the football field-
sized scientific laboratory, whipping around the planet at elght kilometres per second.

TR 2000 ¥, BesTd A b DR B! AP TINTATT H S B3 WG Hive 7 8, 5
T8 $ IRI 3R 31T fhaier ufd Vs &1 1y T g W &

With a new crew of astronauts set to blast off for the station as soon as next week, some of
those who have helped the station from the ground are nostalgic about its looming demise.
ST WS B WM & oY I B a1l Siafved i & U adt & 1Y, THH o W=H Bt
TeE $HRA adl B O $S 3P HH 3Hd BT ABR AT oD g |

“The ISS is a cathedral to human cooperation and collaboration across borders, languages
and cultures,” John Horack, the former manager of NASA’s Science and Mission Systems
Office, told AFP.

TSI A HEURT $T U FARWTER 8, S Tirsif, Hromaif o 9 [ % UR TEANT B
ST 8, AR & 915 d US fime Rewy siffted & 4d veius S 4 TTwdt § FETl
“For more than 25 years, we have had people in space, 24/7/365,” added Mr. Horack.

“25 T I AfYH THT T, THR UG fales § AT 24/7/365 HING T8 8, N TR A STl
“It is a testament to how we can ‘figure it out’ rather than ‘fight it out’ when we wish to
interact with each other.”

“Tg Y 91 BT THTUN g fh TTa §H Uh-gIR ¥ TS I16d &, o 80 ‘TS B ol “JHIU
et Tod g1
The ISS was first proposed in the aftermath of the Cold War, illustrating a newfound spirit of
cooperation between space race rivals Russia and the United States.

TETHTY o[ UETd Ugel IR Ld G P STe a1 747 T, S 3idRef s & ufagfedl &4 ok
T 59 SARPT & S TT G Bt HIGHT B! e2ial 3|

While many ties between Russia and the West have been severed over Moscow’s war in
Ukraine, cooperation has continued on board the space station.

SIS T B UTEPY B Geg; 1 AbR T R T S b ey we MU F, v o Sfaiker
RIA W FedN 9 BT 8

“The history of human spaceflight is first and foremost the space race,” Lionel Suchet of
France’s space agency CNES told AFP.

“HIT AR IS FT 3o Ja Ugd Safkes 3 7, Wi &1 sfaRer wordt eadew &
forae 9= 3 Tewdt ¥ @l

“This is a very interesting moment in the evolution of space exploration,” said Mr. Suchet,
who coordinated several early ISS projects after witnessing its predecessor, the Mir space
station, de-orbiting in 2001.

g Sfafves 3=Aul & fIsTa § U 9gd faaewy &ur g, ot g 3 Fel, forgiv 2001 & 9%
mqﬁaﬁfﬁwﬁ&a%%ﬁﬁﬁzéﬁ%mﬁwmmwmaﬁww
|

However, the ISS is getting old and its equipment is outdated.

BTCTifop, STETATH T B T61 © 3R U SUB [ TS b 3|

NASA announced last year it had selected Elon Musk’s SpaceX to build a vehicle that can
push the station back into Earth’s atmosphere in 2030, where it will break up.

19T A IS d 99 Gvn $t fh I e AR B WWHTRT &1 U U1 T8 §-H & o g1 §
S 2030 T WX & gudt & IRHSH | aUN Ydhdl U, SIg1 98 g STg|

“This large rocket engine will slow down the ISS, and enable it to have a precise re-entry
over the Pacific Ocean, far from land, people or any other potential hazards,” Mr. Horack
explained.

‘g TSI e FoiT MUY & 1A UM SR URId IR & SR TS -0 D
THa T, S Y, A AT 3 Fuifad Wt A R g1, ot ek J gHgm|

Several spacecraft and telescopes — including Mir — have met a similar fate, splashing
down at an isolated spot in the ocean called Point Nemo.

R Ifed &3 sfaie I 3R greA ST aRE & 3fd HT IHAT IR ISP €, 3R TR & Th
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o After 2030, the only space station orbiting Earth will be China’s Tiangong.
2030 % T, 92t $ FHefl | HAielg TS SHdier WRH i+ o1 famiwi g

Private players

o For the future, the U.S. is focusing more on space stations built and operated by private
companies.
yias & forg, ermfeT fAsht Sufral gr1 71T SiR Henferd fou o arel siafver L= i R
31 & Hicd I @I B

e “We are moving into an era where space stations have a much more commercial
dimension,” similar to what has already happened with rockets and satellites, Mr. Horack
said.
T U 7T H o= R TG & oTe! SfdIRE T BT ATIHIIS TR H5! 3Hed gI,” Sl ol
€ S el 3R ITUET & 1Y & g1 7, o e A el

o National space agencies would then need to pay these companies to stay on board.
39 STe AP iR TRGT i WIH W e & 7T §9 Hui-E! T YIar H-1 gl

e Several companies, including Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin and Axiom Space, are already
working on plans to build the first commercial space station.
W% S B & R TR TfRTeid W Ifgd &5 Huf-ai Ugd 3 gt ugd arforfeasd
Safver VA & fAafor o) Geref R &1 a8

e Mr. Suchet emphasised that “the business model will still be largely institutional because
countries are always interested in sending astronauts into low-Earth orbit”.

o g A R TR Dl & “Aaaiie Aisa il 1l H1w! §¢ d TRINTA 57 Hifds G
THRN Fra-gedt e o siafe a1l 3 Ao § ¥ ad g 1”

e Scientific research and exploration also remain an “objective of all humanity”, he added,
pointing to treaties that govern how nations are supposed to act in space.

IR oSl fb AT SIFRIUT 3R 3-AWoT 1t “JHR HIHadl BT eI T gU &, 3R 37
Tftra Pt 3R SIRT fopan ST siafver & <= & SRy & fafa &=t B

e Whether these treaties will hold once humans make it to the Moon — the U.S. and China
both have plans to build lunar bases — remains to be seen.

Ig TG It § o 9Ia A4 95T a Ugai — et ST 3R 19 a1 & 9% SMYR T
&1 Ao § — I A it fedt ar =g
e For Mr. Horack, the end of the ISS could be seen as “quite sad”.
2t B P AT, STSTHTY 7 3id “PIBY g@G AT S Thall 2|
e But the end of this era will mark the opening of another era, he added.
<fcbT I ST o 4 g1 b1 3id Teb AT g1 b1 Y3 P! e B

o “We must grow as humans in our space-faring capacity, in our exploration of space, and in
the use of space to generate social, economic, educational and quality of life outcomes
for all people everywhere.”

“gH T & U T (U Sfafves-aram e, siafver sawvr, 3R Sidfker & IuANT & HiemH
T, 3fde, Qe 3R St urar & TR I0T B | 3T g1 a1fey, gaft at
& forg, g orTg 17

e He finished by quoting the former head of the European Space Agency, Jean-Jacques
Dordain: “If you want to go fast, go alone. I%a: want to go far, go together”.

S RN Siaier T U4 TR SUi- SI B SeRUl b Y SId GA F- e
39 AW STHT 164 &, Al 3l STY | TG 31T gR oI 918 o, af A1 frdas syl
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‘Reduction in air pollution isn't a victory, but a positive signal

Development and employment in NCR, home to eight crore people, must be balanced with the need for clean air; says Central pollution panel official

INTERVIEW

Tarun Kumar
Pithode

Nikhil M. Babu

arun Kumar Pith-

ode, Member Se-

cretary of the Com-
mission for Air Quality
Management in the Nation-
al Capital Region and Ad-
joining Areas, says there is
a shift of focus from farm
fires to the transport sector
when it comes to tackling
pollution. Edited excerpts:

How do you assess
anti-pollution efforts
this winter season?

Actions taken by the com-
mission and other stake-
holders have brought posi-
tive changes that are
evident. One of the biggest

The CAQM Member Secretary
said the transport sector,
industries and road dust are
the panel’s focus areas.

changes has been in the
practice of stubble burn-
ing. The number of farm
fires has declined.

We have not seen many
days with an AQI [air quali-
ty index] beyond 450. That
gives us positive signals.

‘What worked?
We conducted numerous

inspections of industrial fa-
cilities and construction

sites. We also acted against
industries in non-conform-
ing areas, violating norms.

‘What is the target for
reducing air pollution?

Over the next five years,
we can work hard to
achieve a significant reduc-
tion. But we don’t want to
spell out a specific target.

‘Why has the issue not
been solved despite two
SC-monitored panels —
the CAQM, constituted
in 2020, and its
predecessor, founded in
1998 — working on it?

Eight crore people live in
the NCR, which is more
than the population of ma-
ny countries. We must
strive for a fine balance
between concerns such as
development and employ-
ment, and the need to
keep the air clean.

Many gains have been
made over the years, but
some of those have been
offset by the spike in popu-
lation and vehicles.

What are the main
challenges in reducing
pollution?

Ensuring a concerted ef-
fort involving every stake-
holder, from the person
who sweeps the road to the
most senior bureaucrat. It
is a humongous effort. Da-
ta suggest a trend of reduc-
tion in pollution. But we
are not claiming it as a vic-
tory. It is an encouraging
trend that shows reducing
air pollution is possible.

Initially, there was a lot
of focus on stubble
burning and less on the
transport sector. Will
that change now?

There has already been a

shift of focus. We’re focus-
ing on the public transpor-
tation system and controll-
ing vehicular emissions.
Road dust and industries
are the other focus areas.

The CAQM said 2025
was the cleanest year in
Delhi in eight years,
except for 2020.
However, there are
allegations of ‘data
manipulation’ at air
quality measuring
stations by spraying
water near the sensors.

We receive daily AQI data
from the CPCB (Central
Pollution Control Board).
The CPCB and the Delhi
Pollution Control Commit-
tee maintain the air quality
monitoring stations in Del-
hi. They can better explain
the functioning of these
stations.

A question has also

‘Reduction in air pollution isn’t a victory, but a positive signal’

aTg UguUT § BT Sfid 781, afeth Th APRIAD Hdbd &

o Development and employment in NCR, home to eight crore people, must be balanced with

the need for clean air, says Central pollution panel official

been raised about the
reliability of claims of a
reduction in stubble
burning, with reported
instances of such
activities being carried
out in ways that evade
satellites. Also, as per
official data, the burnt
areas increased in
Punjab and Haryana in
2023 and again in 2024
in Punjab.

We don’t rely only on stub-
ble burning data. Data on
burnt areas also show a re-
duction in Punjab and Ha-
ryana. I'm not going into
specific data.

Yes, the reduction in
‘burnt area’ is not as signif-
icant as the “fire counts’,
which indicates that there
have been evasions (by
farmers).

However, there is regu-
lar feedback from our
ground teams about a de-
crease in stubble burning.

3T PAS AN HT TR TAHR H fIry 3R ASAIR &) TS AT $1 ATIHdT & 1Y
Tqferd forar ST a1feT, Bt Ugwur U9d & SIS 3 Hel
¢ Tarun Kumar Pithode, Member Secretary of the Commission for Air Quality
Management in the National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas, says there is a shift of
focus from farm fires to the transport sector when it comes to tackling pollution. Edited
excerpts:

T HUR AU,

AP AU & SR T-UTT & & F a7 [ura1 Y 3TaNT &

Ty 9, Hgd § [ uguur § fAues # & wRrell STam ¥ e uf¥dsd &3 R gl
urfea ais:

How do you assess anti-pollution efforts this winter season?

3 Sf W 3y YTl T BT SMPHa FY HId 82
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o Actions taken by the commission and other stakeholders have brought positive changes
that are evident.

3TN 3R 37 fRdYR®| gRT I3T T HeAl WY YPRIASD URad 3T g

¢ One of the biggest changes has been in the practice of stubble burning. The number of
farm fires has declined.

I8 S gRad & J U TRTeN ST & 0T & 311 3| @l | ST &1 Te1 6t gl
o We have not seen many days with an AQI [air quality index] beyond 450. That gives us
positive signals.
qﬁ%gwml (A TUTGT GAH1P) aTa! 9gd 1P G 781 ¢4 &1 I8 59 TAPRIAD
[

What worked?
HT PRIR Ig1?

¢ We conducted numerous inspections of industrial facilities and construction sites.
[ 3R fRmfor wrel &1 e Adfteor o)

¢ We also acted against industries in non-conforming areas, violating norms.

TS BT ITAYT I T R-3I=Y &t B AN & AT 1t HRATS BT

What is the target for reducing air pollution?

1Y UGWUT e $T a9 FT 82

» Over the next five years, we can work hard to achieve a significant reduction.
3ATS Ut 96t § g1 Hgayul HH g1 w4 & It H&! Ae-d o 9ahd g
e But we don’t want to spell out a specific target.

A g1 Pis FAfe @ey s ) ared |

e Why has the issue not been solved despite two SC-monitored panels — the CAQM,
constituted in 2020, and its predecessor, founded in 1998 — working on it?

3 giiw FIE-FARTL ard O9a — 2020 # nfea Huagun 3R 1998 & wiTfia 39 gdadf
— & BTH B & J1d9G 98 eI i 5 ol goi?
o Eight crore people live in the NCR, which is more than the population of many countries.

TSR 313 PRIS ANTIEA §, Ol B3 il Bl SISl F 3P 3|

o We must strive for a fine balance between concerns such as development and
employment, and the need to keep the air clean.

sﬁﬁggﬁvﬁwéﬁﬁmﬁﬁwaﬁwwﬁﬁw%aﬁaﬁ&nm
CEIIRI

o Many gains have been made over the years, but some of those have been offset by the spike
in population and vehicles.

asl § oS Iuarer’ el 8, Afe 378 A o wEen 3R g § gig I PR 81 S B
What are the main challenges in reducing pollution?

WGWUT e+ § T gHifodar o1 82

o Ensuring a concerted effort involving every stakeholder, from the person who sweeps the
road to the most senior bureaucrat.

TSP TP B 9T ATR T AP I i ABIME TF, T RAYRS &1 Gafad SR
GiATEYd =

e |tis a humongous effort.

75 U fa=me v 3

e Data suggest a trend of reduction in pollution.
1 UeuUl § S B UgfRy &1 Gobd &d B

e But we are not claiming it as a victory.
Afep 51 39 oftd & ¥ § 3141 Tal X 3B ¢

e |tis an encouraging trend that shows reducing air pollution is possible.

g U SATGSHP UG © ol (@Il § o IR UgWUT U1 EHT &
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Initially, there was a lot of focus on stubble burning and less on the transport sector.
Will that change now?

ST | TR e TR e 3R uRag= &3 R &3 S ATI FIT 379 g TGaAT?
There has already been a shift of focus.

U5 g ST ® 96arg 3 g1 5|

We’'re focusing on the public transportation system and controlling vehicular emissions.
&1 ATdut-ie ufiag=T yummett 3iR aTg=T Scaeil &! R o W AH SR 8

Road dust and industries are the other focus areas.

TSP B Y& 3R ITANT 37 TIE Hih &7

The CAQM said 2025 was the cleanest year in Delhi in eight years, except for 2020.
Hreagus A F81 o 2025, 2020 1 BisHy, fewd # 3ma aui A I W a9 U7

However, there are allegations of ‘data manipulation’ at air quality measuring stations by
spraying water near the sensors.

g, VRN & U UT- fysd I arg T[ura<T ATY R R el # g’ & ARIY E |
We receive daily AQI data from the CPCB (Central Pollution Control Board).

&Y Widifiet (Fsdta wgwor AT 916) @ AQI 32T U ST ]

The CPCB and the Delhi Pollution Control Committee maintain the air quality monitoring
stations in Delhi.

feeh o arg urawt AR R Wil ofik faeeh ugwor fasor wftfe grr T=nferd fag
S g

They can better explain the functioning of these stations.

S R & BTAYUIERt 1 I IgR &7 F THel IHhd &

A question has also been raised about the reliability of claims of a reduction in stubble
burning, with reported instances of such activities being carried out in ways that evade
satellites.

T STaM § Bt & 3rat 3 fageaar w ot gara 36 €, Stet ot nfafafiet Suwel @
TP BT I &t RO B

Also, as per official data, the burnt areas increased in Punjab and Haryana in 2023 and
again in 2024 in Punjab.

Y B, MRS 3P & TR 2023 H UoTa 3R gRATON TuT 2024 T R J volrg &
wd gT a1 A 31 g

We don’t rely only on stubble burning data.

T HId URTeAt STeT & Sel W MR 787 w5

Data on burnt areas also show a reduction in Punjab and Haryana.

oI gU &l & sfidhe ot UeiTe SR gfvaron & @t fezard g

I’'m not gomg |nto specmc data.

# fafary siwst & 6 @1

Yes, the reduc’uon in ‘burnt area’ is not as significant as the ‘fire counts’, which indicates
that there have been evasions (by farmers).

gl, oIt & H el 3T Bt W et Wyl 1 &, S gg qwian © b (e gr)
9919 U TN B

However, there is regular feedback from our ground teams about a decrease in stubble
burning.

BIcifp, TAR ASS 1A A IRTeh oo § $H & aR # Frafia Pieds e gl
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Intent and outcome

India must match its climate ambitions
with higher allocations

nion Budgets began reflecting greater cli-

mate concerns from 2021, in the thick of

the COVID-19 pandemic, with a modest
34,500 crore to localise solar photovoltaic pro-
duction and to reduce India’s dependence on
Chinese imports. But there has been a cautious,
disjointed approach to the scale and allocations.
While five broad sectors (cement, steel, alumini-
um and fertilizers; decentralised solar power;
greening irrigation pump sets; green hydrogen;
and nuclear energy) received attention in Budget
2026-27, the most prominent announcement was
the proposed five-year outlay of ¥20,000 crore
for Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage
(CCUS). This is a modest provision for a suite of
costly and complex technologies. The allocation
signals that India is entering a pilot and demon-
stration phase, rather than embarking on imme-
diate industrial deployment. While operational
examples exist in Norway, Canada and the U.S.,
scaling CCUS has proven expensive and uneven.
The technology is primarily relevant to sectors
where emissions are embedded in the produc-
tion process. The EU’s Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism (CBAM) will impose carbon
costs on imports of high-emission products, so
for India, decarbonising industrial production is
no longer only a climate imperative. It is now a
question of export competitiveness, particularly
for steel and aluminium, which form the bulk of
India’s CBAM-exposed exports to the EU.

The Budget also substantially scales up the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana rooftop solar
scheme — 22,000 crore in 2026-27 from %17,000
crore (RE) for the current year. It is a welcome
push towards decentralised energy systems that
reduce land pressure, transmission losses and
household energy costs. However, implementa-
tion challenges remain, including discom cooper-
ation and upfront finance. Similarly, allocations
for PM-KUSUM (solar irrigation pumps), have
been sustained at ¥5,000 crore. Revised esti-
mates suggest stronger-than-anticipated absorp-
tion. For nuclear energy, the government has ex-
tended zero basic customs duty on imports of
nuclear plant equipment until 2035. While this
reduces input costs, nuclear power remains cap-
ital intensive, with long construction timelines
and financing risks. Recent legal changes permit
private participation, but whether private capital
will enter a sector entwined with national secur-
ity, safety and liability concerns remains uncer-
tain. Green hydrogen, despite budgetary sup-
port, continues to see modest actual spending,
highlighting the persistent gap between policy
ambition and execution. Overall, India’s climate
budget for 2026-27 repeats a pattern: big on in-
tent, cautious on allocations, and uncertain in its
ability to mobilise the private capital required to
accelerate decarbonisation across vital sectors.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Intent and outcome

g1 3R ufvums

. India must match its climate ambitions with higher
allocations

YRA B 3T STarg HEQATPHIESd & Y Iwax
STdeT ST MY

Union Budgets and Climate Concerns

FEg goie 3R weary e Riard

e  Union Budgets began reflecting greater climate
concerns from 2021, in the thick of the COVID-19
pandemic, with a modest ¥4,500 crore to localise solar
photovoltaic production and to reduce India’s
dependence on Chinese imports.

2021 9, COVID-19 HETHRI & SR, 1T soic § 31
Saary feiameif & g1 = gan, forad 24,500 HRIs &1
UIaYT™ IR Bleldifeed IdIgH &l MY g9 3R A+t
3T R HRd B ARar &7 B & fore fvam mam)

e  Butthere has been a cautious, disjointed
approach to the scale and allocations.

AferT T 3R 3HTde & ufd Ue T, faa=T gan
P wE

° While five broad sectors (cement, steel, aluminium
and fertilizers; decentralised solar power; greening
irrigation pump sets; green hydrogen; and nuclear
energy) received attention in Budget 2026-27, the most
prominent announcement was the proposed five-year
outlay of 20,000 crore for Carbon Capture, Utilisation
and Storage (CCUS).

Safdh goie 2026-27 T U9 U@ &1 (e, 33T,

e &1 ghamvor; T g15gIoH; iR WA Hef) N
YSRUT (CCUS) & fom yarfad uta-adfa 220,000 #s
hT YTdYT YT|

e This is a modest provision for a suite of costly and
complex technologies.

Ig #g iR wfew ae-tel & I & fod ue Hifta
WY |

e The allocation signals that India is entering a pilot
and demonstration phase, rather than embarking on
immediate industrial deployment.

g 3M1dc Yabd &l § fob YR dahTd SNefie ardt &
I UTgee 3R YGRH TR0 § 7 HR @0 3|

o  While operational examples exist in Norway,
Canada and the U.S., scaling CCUS has proven
expensive and uneven.

afas ATd, TSt 3R SAR®T & ufare Ieerur dieg
g, CCUS &1 fawdR W 3R SRIAT AIfad g 5|

o The technology is primarily relevant to sectors where emissions are embedded in the

production process.

g do-iid Jd: 3 &3 & fore Urifies § STel Scure ufshar # It siafifed giar g
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The EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) will impose carbon costs on
imports of high-emission products, so for India, decarbonising industrial production is
no longer only a climate imperative.

R T FT Ha Jis? TSoRede ABASH (CBAM) SH-IcHsSH ScTG! & 3MTATd TR
P ARTd AT, ST YRA & o SN IeureT &1 SHTaiIgaRE 39 Had
EREIREIR CRUE R R

It is now a question of export competitiveness, particularly for steel and aluminium, which
form the bulk of India’s CBAM-exposed exports to the EU.

39 gg Frafa ufeeauf &1 0y 8, foRiver guTa oiik Tegfufay & g, S 4R & EU &Y
cBAM-wuTfaa frafa &1 e fown srd €

The Budget also substantially scales up the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana rooftop solar
scheme — 22,000 crore in 2026-27 from ¥17,000 crore (RE) for the current year.

o | PM q&wwﬁaﬁuﬁww;ﬁmzﬂw—zozs 27 § 22,000 HRIS, S
A TY & 17,000 HAS (RE) T 31 §, FT 1 eyl fawar fosar mar g

It is a welcome push towards decentralised energy systems that reduce land pressure,
transmission losses and household energy costs.

Tg fad=iipa Sul yunferl &1 3R U WrTd g Sed § off Yf¥ ga1d, SiRafiRe g1fy ok
T SOl ANTd DI HH HRAT ¢ |

However, implementation challenges remain, including discom cooperation and upfront
finance.

BT, BTai~aa gl -t §s o, o fSwpIg JganT 3R URfue faw e €|

Similarly, allocations for PM-KUSUM (solar irrigation pumps) have been sustained at
¥5,000 crore.
4 UBR, PM-$H (HR AT ) F AU siide 25,000 HRIS TR ST 39T T 5|
Revised estimates suggest stronger-than-anticipated absorption.
YR SFTAT A& | 3 Srawor 1 Jobd & B
For nuclear energy, the government has extended zero basic customs duty on imports of
nuclear plant equipment until 2035.
TRUTY 36l & oY, TRPHR 7 2035 T URHTY] T UGN o 31T W YA Tl AT J[eh
g1 fean g |
While this reduces input costs, nuclear power remains capital intensive, with long
construction timelines and financing risks.
BTaii ST STYC ARTT BH Bil 8, Al TRATY Foit 31+t ot goft-1re+1 8, R et formfor
3afy ok fa<ia wifem 2nfira €
Recent legal changes permit private participation, but whether private capital will enter a
sector entwined with national security, safety and liability concerns remains uncertain.
BT & BILH agard et Urfterdt 3 srgufa < &, Afe @ ool dofht Ifta gRen, JRem
IR g1 fRiareff A g3 &= & ydw s, I8 e g
Green hydrogen, despite budgetary support, continues to see modest actual spending,
highlighting the persistent gap between policy ambition and execution.

, YT & Srace, adfd® @d B 51 g3 §, S Hifa Wewardian 3
frarags & dt siar &1 gxfar 31
Overall, India’s climate budget for 2026-27 repeats a pattern: big on intent, cautious on
allocations, and uncertain in its ability to mobilise private capital required to accelerate
decarbonisation across vital sectors.

T Y ¥, YR BT 2026-27 FT JTAATg ToIe U Uer SIeRIdl : 3¢ B g7, 3iTde | Jad,

3R ggayuf &= ° SHEHTgeR oW #31 & Y smazas el gol Jem &t et &
sifAfia
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The fading of India’s environmental jurisprudence
VCE

rom its Aravalli ranges to its mangroves,

India is at the same moral crossroads

that Amitav Ghosh captures in The

Hungry Tide, where the tides remember
what the law chooses to forget. If environmental
justice continues to be diluted in the name of
development, the Constitution of India risks
becoming a silent witness to ecological loss,
where the consequences, like the tide itself, will
return with unforgiving force.

On December 18, 2025, for non-coal mining
projects, the policy of land acquisition first and
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) later was
changed. Now, an EIA can be done without
details about the location and area. The Supreme
Court of India helped in the dilution of
environmental justice by recalling the case,
Vanashakti vs Union Of India (2025) that banned
retrospective environmental clearances. Within
five months, a Bench led by (then) Chief Justice of
India (CJI) B.R. Gavai, recalled the progressive
judgment.

From mountains to mangroves

Recent developments indicate a slow, but
systematic, dilution of ecological protection. The
CJI, Justice Surya Kant, suo motu, stayed the
controversial order, saving the reputation of the
Court. But the debate concerning the Aravallis is
not just about a technical argument on definition.
It marks a paradigm change in the perception of
development, the role of the environment, and
the constitutional obligation by the state.

Similarly, the judicial sanctions to the
destruction of 158 mangroves for Adani
Cementation Limited (2025) in Raigarh,
Maharashtra, and the new environmentally
unfriendly infrastructure schemes such as the
Char Dham highway in the Himalayas, highlight a
dangerous trend — that the health of the
environment is further being undermined by the
government whose proximity with the corporate
world is an open secret though it is also true that
the private sector has been severely criticised in
the annual Economic Survey presented in
January 2026.

The Aravallis, traditionally acknowledged as
the ecological backbone of north-western India,
play a vital role which includes checking
desertification, enhancing the recharge of
groundwater, controlling micro-climates and
maintaining biodiversity. Interestingly, the Court
itself has recognised this ecological role. In M.C.
Mehta vs Union of India and Ors. (2004), a ban
was imposed on mining in the Aravalli region.

Later orders that culminated in the year 2010
admitted that unregulated mining in the area had
had irreparable effects on the environment. More
importantly, in these proceedings, the Court
quashed efforts to restrict the Aravallis to a
definition based on the landform’s height,
especially the suggestion that only landforms
over 100 metres could be a component of the
Aravalli ranges.

The Court realised how such a strict
interpretation would ignore huge tracts of
ecologically crucial land, thus foiling the objective
of environmental conservation. The 100m norm
was discarded in 2010 on an ecological basis. The

Faizan Mustafa
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the Vice-Chancellor
of Chanakya National
Law University,
Patna, Bihar

o )

Aashank Dwivedi
is a scholar at the B.R.
Ambedkar National
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Sonipat

The higher
judiciary
appears to be
aiding a
watering down
of
environmental
protection

hills and ridges at a low altitude are of significant
importance in the preservation of groundwater
and soil stability in the semi-arid landscapes. The
Aravallis are not just a cluster of isolated peaks
but are a geomorphological system.
Unfortunately, the latest height-centric definition
does not pay attention to crucial factors such as
hydrology, biodiversity and ecological
interdependence. It was due to the need to
circumvent this reductionist strategy that the
Court relied on the precautionary principle, in
Vellore Citizens’ Welfare Forum vs Union of India
and Others (1996), rejecting the idea of any
artificial limit.

The strange acceptance by the top court of the
100-metre definition, in In Re: Issue Relating to
Definition of Aravalli Hills and Ranges (2025),
marked a clear departure from the position taken
in 2010. In trying to keep landforms above a
predetermined elevation as the sole subject of
legal protection, the Court has efficiently
deprived the Aravalli ranges of any statutory and
judicial protection over large portions. Such a
change has serious constitutional implications.

The right to a clean and healthy environment,
which has been broadly understood in the
application of Article 21, is directly involved.
Article 484, which requires the state to ensure
the conservation and the enhancement of the
environment, is now a hollow proclamation in
instances where the interpretation of the law by
the judiciary can promote rather than safeguard
ecological exclusion. In fact, India’s courts have
been more enthusiastic about cow slaughter
(Article 48) and uniform civil code (Article 44).

The discriminatory protection or preservation
of some landforms in relation to their height
creates an absurd classification that has no
rational nexus to ecological goals. An
interpretation of a law that safeguards
outstanding hills and exposes the surrounding
ecosystems to exploitation contravenes the
principle of non-arbitrariness that forms the core
of Article 14.

A leniency

This watering down of environmental protection
is seen not only in the case of the Aravallis. This
has been the case over years with courts and
regulatory bodies supporting development
projects based on the assurance of mitigation
instead of their enforcing environmental norms
to the letter. This is evident in the undermining of
the EIA process and the legalisation of post-facto
and conditional clearances, even after the judicial
warnings. In Common Cause vs Union of India
(2017), the Court had made it clear that the
legalisation of illegal mining and environmental
offences could not be done after the fact, and that
the environmental law is to serve as a deterrent.
But judicial leniency later in regard to lapses in
procedure corresponds to a slow weakening of
this principle.

The results of this kind of dilution are seen in
cases of coastal urban ecology, especially the
mangroves of Mumbai. Mangroves are
multi-layered ecosystems which act as natural
flood control systems, sinks of carbon and
reservoirs of biodiversity. They protect against

storm surges and tidal flooding. Continued
judicial authorisations to fell (and transplant)
about 34,000 mangrove trees to build
infrastructure are a setback. Allowing mangrove
destruction on a large scale on the ‘promise of
compensatory afforestation’ marks the
destruction of ecological science and
constitutional responsibility. It requires decades
to develop mature mangrove ecosystems, which
cannot be compensated by having a plantation
drive in some other place.

Another example is the Char Dham highway
project in Uttarakhand. A June 2025 study
identified 811 landslide zones along the Char
Dham project. The Himalayan ecosystem is one
of the most delicate in the world, and the road
widening project on such a large scale has grave
dangers — triggering landslides and disturbing
rivers.

In Citizens for Green Doon vs Union of India
(2021), the Court recognised the ecological
importance of the area, but still allowed wider
roads on the grounds of strategic defence needs.
The flash floods and ecological disturbances that
affected Uttarakhand raise questions about this
‘balancing act’. The ill-effects of the current
infrastructural rush affect future generations,
especially when the constitutional obligations on
the government and the citizen, under Article
48A and Article 51A(g), make it clear that it is the
responsibility of citizens to safeguard the
environment.

Strong players and the issue of fairness
Environmental clearances of corporations and
large-scale infrastructure projects, especially
those supported by serious capital in mining,
highways or urban redevelopment, can pass
through regulatory barriers rather easily. If there
is a hearing, it is cut short, objections raised are
considered obstructionist, and environmental
compliance becomes a mere checklist. This casts
grave doubts on procedural fairness and
transparency which are contained in Article 14.
When it disproportionately gives more privileges
to economically strong players, environmental
governance can destroy the trust of the populace
and constitutional equality.

The changing stance of the judiciary in this
dismal picture is crucial. Traditionally, courts
have been the custodians of environmental rights
as they have broadened the constitutional
interpretation on issues of environmental
damage. Judgments such as M.C. Mehta vs Kamal
Nath and Ors. (1996) held that the public trust
doctrine was deeply rooted in the belief that
natural resources belonged to the state, were held
in the trust of the people and could not be sold to
be exploited privately. When such definitions or
clearances are approved by the courts to promote
the degradation of the environment, they
basically go against the court’s own
jurisprudence. The Green Bench of the Supreme
Court must sit regularly. Similar Benches must be
set up in all the High Courts. Ease of business
should not make destruction of the environment
easy.

The views expressed are personal

The fading of India’s environmental jurisprudence

YRA & qgiavuiiy YrI=nd &1 &Rl

Environment, Constitution and Ecological Justice

yafarur, dfaem o g

o From its Aravalli ranges to its mangroves, India is at the same moral crossroads that
Amitav Ghosh captures in The Hungry Tide, where the tides remember what the law
chooses to forget.

3O SRTATH YAAHTAT Y THR AT dh, HRT S AP TRTe W TST § ord ffdara gy A
The Hungry Tide ¥ ST 8, 6T AR @8 I1¢ 3@ & S ST Yo ora 8|

¢ If environmental justice continues to be diluted in the name of development, the
Constitution of India risks becoming a silent witness to ecological loss, where the
consequences, like the tide itself, will return with unforgiving force.
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gfe yafaruig I &) faer & 719 R FAwR foear Srdr 3T, @ HRd 1 Afaer
uifsfRufa® g1fe &1 99 T1eft 7 Iopdr @, S8T uRuTH SaR &1 a8 PR e & 1Y Al |

e On December 18, 2025, for non-coal mining projects, the policy of land acquisition first
and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) later was changed.

18 faRIaR 2025 &1 W-PIgaT T ufkderI & o gga Yf Siftrrgor ik a1g o
qgfaRur YHTG STH - (EIA) P Ifd S & T
e Now, an EIA can be done without details about the location and area.

3§ EIA {571 ®IF 3R 83 & faaror & +ft far o g1 2|

e The Supreme Court of India helped in the dilution of environmental justice by recalling the
case, Vanashakti vs Union Of India (2025) that banned retrospective environmental
clearances.

YRd & Hdi=l <YTATAd - Vanashakti vs Union Of India (2025) ATA & aT9Y AhR
TgtaRuita < &1 HHSIR B § YHeT g, e gdamdt vafarvia wiefaal « ufasy
ST YT

¢ Within five months, a Bench led by (then) Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, recalled the

progressive judgment.

g gl & iR, (@rTa) gReT aranehi=r ot 3. Tag ot sremerdr arelt Uis A wrfasfa
fofa &1 amog o fem |

From mountains to mangroves

RISl @ AU %

o Recent developments indicate a slow, but systematic, dilution of ecological protection.
BT & e H it Afr srafRa v @ nifRufos WRemr & $Uk 819 &1 ¥dhd 3d 8

o The Chief Justice Surya Kant, suo motu, stayed the controversial order, saving the
reputation of the Court.
gwﬁwqﬁﬁaﬁwﬁwﬁmmwwm, EEERIRIGEEIRCIRE]

I

e But the debate concerning the Aravallis is not just about a technical argument on definition.
Al SRTTE! BT AHR TeW Had IRHTY & qh-1d! ddb ddb JITHd ol 5 |

e |t marks a paradigm change in the perception of development, the role of the
environment, and the constitutional obligation by the state.
a-s'ﬁgmaﬁ RO, TafaRur $t YfAreT iR I & Haute e # e ufvada &
curfar g1

e Similarly, the judicial sanctions to the destruction of 158 mangroves for Adani
Cementation Limited (2025) in Raigarh, Maharashtra, and the new environmentally
unfriendly infrastructure schemes such as the Char Dham highway in the Himalayas,
highlight a dangerous trend.

3@[ UPR, AT, HEIRTY T Adani Cementation Limited (2025) & ﬁ'I'Q 158 BT & 3T Bt
Waﬂqﬁr 3R ferTeT & TR YT ISTHTT SR 7S yafaror & 3rged 7 g1 areit
SHTET YISTTE, T GeaRATP Ughi o1 a2fd g

o That the health of the environment is further being undermined by the government, whose
proximity with the corporate world is an open secret, though the private sector has been
criticised in the Economic Survey January 2026.

o TataRur o1 W@y oM 1t TRSR gRI HHIR {3541 971 387 7, orge! dIvuve Sird |
?mwww%,wﬁﬁﬁvﬂaaﬁw%ﬁwmzozsﬁ&mﬂﬂﬂﬁné
|

o The Aravallis, traditionally acknowledged as the ecological backbone of north-western
India, play a vital role.

, o8 uRufve ¥ ¥ IR-ufim ura &t wiftfRufas S o 9 8, T weayguf
qﬁmﬁmﬁ%

o Which includes checking desertification, enhancing groundwater recharge, controlling
micro-climates and maintaining biodiversity.

o wreRIeii®Ror 1, Yord YHRor 91T, g&u Saaryg Fafa s ok Sa fafaean
T IHT A &
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Interestingly, the Court itself recognised this ecological role.
w0 ¥, ATy H W94 39 uifRAfae YfreT #) Wer fFarn

In M.C. Mehta vs Union of India and Ors. (2004), a ban on mining in the Aravalli region
was imposed.
M.C. Mehta vs Union of India and Ors. (2004) T 3RTIe &5 H @ R wfaey @
Tl
Later orders culminating in 2010 admitted that unregulated mining had irreparable
environmental effects.
g% TSGR S 2010 H T U, I5i+ A s U @@=+ & 3rqroiig yafawoiia gurg

I
More importantly, the Court quashed efforts to restrict the Aravallis to a height-based
definition, especially the suggestion that only landforms over 100 metres could be part of
the range.

3R Hgayu Ig fob grarerd <1 3RTael Y SHars mutha afivurer 9@ i s & yard @
mﬁaﬁ%m fa=ivex g5 gamma fs daa 100 Wiex | iftres Hars ara Y-3npfa & suH! o
ERELE

The Court realised such a strict interpretation would ignore ecologically crucial land and
defeat environmental conservation.

e < gHE fob T $o R e nifRufae =0 @ Agayul Yy &1 sFe o3l 3R
TgIaRUT TREIUT & T B [dhd B GH |

The 100m norm was discarded in 2010 on an ecological basis.

100 HieX AFES 3t 2010 ® URFRATA® YR W TR R fear w|

The hills and ridges at low altitude are significant for groundwater preservation and soil
stability in semi-arid landscapes.

mm%mﬁw%mﬁuﬁ&ﬁwwﬂz@ﬁmw&mﬁw%m%%q
Heaquf 81

The Aravallis are a geomorphological system, not just isolated peaks.
SRTTA! TP Y-3MTHfad HUITelt 8, Had Sfer-fTT ANfear el
Unfortunately, the latest height-centric definition ignores hydrology, biodiversity and
ecological interdependence.
U ¥, TAHIH SHars-Pisa gyt wa fagme, Sa fafawar oz wifRufas ureafiear
B 3! B g
The Court earlier relied on the precautionary principle in Vellore Citizens’ Welfare Forum
vs Union of India (1996), rejecting artificial limits.
wﬁuﬁ Vellore Citizens’ Welfare Forum vs Union of India (1996) T grayTt
Riia &1 ITINT axd gU HHAw drareii o @it faam
The acceptance of the 100-metre definition in In Re: Issue Relating to Definition of
Aravalli Hills and Ranges (2025) marked a departure from 2010 position.
In Re: Issue Relating to Definition of Aravalli Hills and Ranges (2025) T 100 Hiex
RHTYT BT Tiepicr 2010 FT AR A e et 81
It deprived the Aravalli ranges of statutory and judicial protectlon over large portions.

dauTen & g T &I Ui 3R =R TReror ¥ dfd R fgar m|
Such change has serious constitutional implications.
U1 uRaeH TR Haufe gyTE TEdr g
The right to a clean and healthy environment under Article 21 is directly involved.

21 F 3l W5 SR TR YIiaRor BT SfUSR Y IR R ywvifad g

Article 48A requiring the state to ensure environmental conservation and enhancement
risks becoming a hollow proclamation.
TG 48A, S IS B YUTAROT TREVT 3R Taeh a1 & forg ared v 8, Wiarett
IO & FHdT 2|
In fact, India’s courts have been more enthusiastic about cow slaughter (Article 48) and
uniform civil code (Article 44).
AT T, YRA B ST M-5T (VG 48) IR FHM ANTRS TiaT (3G 44) & U
3P IR B B
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Equality, Environment and Judicial Approach
HHTAT,

The discriminatory protection or preservation of some landforms in relation to their height
creates an absurd classification that has no rational nexus to ecological goals.

TS Y-MH] BT 3D HATS P YR TR WGHTGYU! &1 U SdTfchd qIThR0T §-1T §
orae! uiiifRufaes deal & wis aifds ey T8l B

An interpretation of a law that safeguards outstanding hills and exposes the surrounding
ecosystems to exploitation contravenes the principle of non-arbitrariness that forms the
core of Article 14.

T BT B TR ST IPT UGN B I8 Bl § SR uTH & uriRfRufas =it o)
YT & T TR FRlt 8, 3@ 14 & A & favs Rigia &1 Ieaiad ol g

A leniency
Uh JgIdl

This watering down of environmental protection is seen not only in the case of the
Aravallis.

GiaRUT TRV BT FUSR ST Had RTaeht & Irid § g a1 31 T 81

This has been the case over years with courts and regulatory bodies supporting
development projects based on the assurance of mitigation instead of enforcing
environmental norms strictly.

Iut § Srarerd SR e Tt fawra uftaiemnel &1 wfA Rt 386 8, vatarofia
US| Bl T A TR HIA & Tod AR & MY R

This is evident in the undermining of the EIA process and the legalisation of post-facto
and conditional clearances, even after judicial warnings.

Ig EIA UhaT 3t HHSR He4 3R A1RIS Aaraf-ral & srace gyTd 3R 93rd Wipfaal &
e 7 Wy 71

In Common Cause vs Union of India (2017), the Court made it clear that legalisation of
illegal mining and environmental offences cannot be done after the fact, and
environmental law must serve as a deterrent.

Common Cause vs Union of India (2017) & <rarerg 3 Wy far f srdy @A+ ok watavor
RTeN HT1 dftewwur a1g # = fobar 51 Tear, SR WaiaR0 & & FaR® & w0 8 Hrf
1 TR

But later judicial leniency regarding procedural lapses corresponds to a slow weakening
of this principle.

Afp a1g § wfsharars Ffedl R -1iie Ierar 39 Risid & i $HR 811 3 e 5
The results of this dilution are seen in coastal urban ecology, especially the mangroves of
Mumbai.

ng%mvﬁ?aﬁ%uﬁwmaﬂumﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁwm%ﬁﬁaﬁé@m
|

Mangroves are multi-layered ecosystems acting as natural flood control systems,
carbon sinks and biodiversity reserv0|rs

A7ig ag-wasta RIS &1 § o wrpfae a1 fRzur, Sreq srawiyr ik Sia fafaemar
YR & w0 H H1 od ¢ |

They protect against storm surges and tidal flooding.

q TWT T8 3R SaRIY 91 T YR&T UM HRd ¢ |

Continued judicial authorisations to fell and transplant about 34,000 mangrove trees to build
infrastructure are a setback.

TATHIT 34,000 WG TSI 1 =T fAATOT & T Pret 3R ™MTART B3 &1 AR
R AT TP FePT 3|

Allowing large-scale mangrove destruction on the promise of compensatory afforestation
undermines ecological science and constitutional responsibility.

YR geRor & ¢ W a9 TaH R A9 o= &t srqufa wifvfRufes fagm sik
HauTfre gl &1 FHER Sl 8
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It takes decades to develop mature mangrove ecosystems, which cannot be compensated by
plantations elsewhere.
Tiia aiRfRfe! @3 AR 81 & g=Iel o 8, ore 3 RiFT IR gamigor §

Ui 781 fobdT ST FebaT |
Another example is the Char Dham highway project in Uttarakhand.
TH 39 IETEUN IS B AR YTH ISTHT TR 8 |
A June 2025 study identified 811 landslide zones along the project.
T 2025 & AT T URIISH & Y 811 Y&Ea &7 fafgd feu muy
The Himalayan ecosystem is one of the most delicate in the world, and large-scale road
widening poses grave dangers such as landslides and river disturbance.

T T & T D ol A TP g, 3R 98 UAH R TSH AISIhR0l
Yrge 3R Afeal # gy o 1R e Sad FRa1 g
In Citizens for Green Doon vs Union of India (2021), the Court recognised the ecological
importance but still allowed wider roads citing strategic defence needs.
Citizens for Green Doon vs Union of India (2021) & <JraTed A UIRFRUTA® A5 &1 WHR
fora, R ot Turiifae Tem smaza@arsi & sMuR W A& Fed oAl &t
The flash floods and ecological disturbances in Uttarakhand question this balancing act.
FIWRES H @S 918 3R nfRufae au 59 Jgad ifd w sy Son 71
The ill-effects of infrastructural rush affect future generations, especially under Article 48A
and Article 51A(g) which make environmental protection a duty of citizens and state.

IR ol o g Hidsr #t fifeal &1 yHifad #Ra €, fadivar srgedg 48A 3R
51A(g) & d6d S8l UTaRUT WEIUT AT 3R Iy BT By g |

Strong players and the issue of fairness

ToIgd vel 3R frsgerar &1 9y

Environmental clearances of corporations and large infrastructure projects often pass
regulatory barriers easily.

TS AT uRAIeTeH ®! gafarviy Wiefaar SRR e arunsi &t
AT § IR R ATl

Hearings are cut short, objections termed obstructionist, and environmental compliance
becomes a mere checklist.

wémwﬁm%,&mﬁﬁﬁmwww%@?mhw&wm
GGIERISIGI

This raises doubts on procedural fairness and transparency under Article 14.

Ig 3¢ 14 F ded Uiharas fwerdr iR TReRIaT )R g Uar a3l
When it favours economically strong players, environmental governance can erode public
trust and constitutional equality.
e a8 3nfde U | Wolgd ue & Ay a1 8, df yafarur I o fayr ofik e
AT B HAGR PR GHdl g
The changing stance of the judiciary is crucial in this scenario.
Y IRy H ATAUIIPT &1 Igadl 36 He@yuf 8|
Traditionally, courts have been custodians of environmental rights by broadening
constitutional interpretation.
TRORTTA 7 3, &1 T SRS &1 faeR o) yafaruiia feRY & wRe® & 8|
In M.C. Mehta vs Kamal Nath (1996), the public trust doctrine held that natural resources
belong to the state and are held in trust for people.

M.C. Mehta vs Kamal Nath (1996) & Ut e Rigia 2 %el & urpfas Gareq Isa & &

3R a1 & fayr g A @ W g

Approving definitions or clearances that promote environmental degradation contradicts the
Court’s own jurisprudence.

T uRyTSTeTt a1 @it Sl TRt oA o UgiaRuitg &ROT & 9G1al ¢, < B W9y i
TR & fausid ]

The Green Bench of the Supreme Court must sit regularly, and similar benches should
exist in all High Courts.
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gitw #1¢ F M9 3 7! Fafia T A o971 T, 3R 330 veR ot 1wt 3= =l
H gl =
o Ease of business should not make destruction of the environment easy.

YR § GHaT I qaiaRor faAm=T 3 e} g1 TR

GS Paper 111: DM,

TOPICS COVERED | 06 February 2026
1. | Explosion in illegal Meghalaya mine kills 18

AYTAY @1 A WM | fawwpie, 18 &1 Hid

Explosion in illegal Meghalaya mine kills 18

The explosion was likely caused by dynamite
and has trapped several persons, police said

CM has promised action following one of the
worst mining tragedies in the State since 2012

Activists claim mine owners continue to operate
illegally, despite the blanket ban on coal mining

R!!! arm!!!! suspected to have been

GUWAHATI

n explosion in an il-
A legally  operated
rat-hole coal mine

in Meghalaya’s East Jaintia
Hills district killed 18 min-
ers on Thursday, officials
said.

This is one of the biggest
mining-related tragedies
since July 2012, when 15
miners died in a flooded
mine in the State’s South
Garo Hills district. Two
years later, in 2014, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) had banned the ha-
zardous mining method.

Vikash Kumar, East Jain-
tia Hills district’s Superin-
tendent of Police, said the
police received informa-
tion about an explosion at
an illegal coal mine at Myn-
syngat in the Thangsko
area around 11 a.m. A team
rushed to the spot and con-
firmed that an explosion,

caused by dynamite, had
trapped several persons at
an unspecified depth.

“We mobilised rescue
and disaster response op-
erations and recovered 18
bodies from the site of the
explosion. An injured per-
son, initially rushed to a
community health centre,
was referred to a higher
medical centre for further
treatment,” he said.

CM vows action
Expressing condolences to
the families of those killed,
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma said the
government has ordered
an inquiry. “Accountability
will be fixed, and those res-
ponsible will face strict le-
gal action,” he said. He also
said that the government
has announced an ex-gra-
tia of ¥3 lakh for the next of
kin of each deceased mine
worker.

Blast site: A videograb of the mine
wherethe explosion occurredin
East Jaintia Hills on Thursday. P11

“We have started an in-

vestigation and  have
sought information from
the people about the mis-
creants involved in thisille-
gal act,” Mr. Kumar said,
adding that the police were
gathering information
about the mine owner and

Deep death traps

Many workers have died in Meghalaya’s rat-hole coal
mines before and after the NGT banned the practice in
April in 2014. Some of the major mishaps:

= July 2012: Underground
stream flooded a mine in
* | South Garo Hills district,
killing at least 15 miners
® Dec. 2013: Five fell to
death after a cable of a car-

after a crane snaps in East
Jaintia Hills district

= May 30, 2021: Five
miners died after a dyna-
mite blast caused flooding
of amine in East Jaintia
Hills district

riage breaks in
East Jaintia Hills district
= Dec. 13, 2018: At least
15 drowned in a flooded
370-foot-deep mine in East
Jaintia Hills

= Jan. 21, 2021: Six killed

= Jan. 7, 2025: At least
three killed on As-
sam-Meghalaya border as a
mine wall collapsed

u Feb. 5,2026: At least 16
died after a suspected dyna-
mite blast trapped them

the people who were run-
ning it.

The police registered a
suo motu first information
report (FIR) at the Khlieh-
riat (district headquarters)
police station under rele-
vant sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, read

Explosion in illegal Meghalaya mine kills 18

ATy Bt

3y W A faxwpie, 18 &1 Aia

with the Mines and Miner-
als (Development and Reg-
ulation) Act and the Explo-
sives Substances Act.
District officials said
teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
and State Disaster Res-
ponse Force, and Special

Rescue Team have been
engaged at the site to conti-
nue with the rescue and re-
covery efforts. Officials
said they were trying to
identify the victims, alth-
ough locals said most of
the deceased were from
Assam.

Activists claim mine
owners, backed by politi-
cians and other influential
people, continue to oper-
ate illegally despite the
NGT’s blanket ban on the
mining of coal and its tran-
sportation in April 2014,
which was later upheld by
the Supreme Court.

Several accidents

There have been several in-
cidents of coal mine acci-
dents before and after the
ban, killing at least 50
workers to date. The last
major incident was in De-
cember 2018, also in East
Jaintia Hills district, where
at least 15 miners were

trapped in a flooded mine
370 feet below the surface.

Multiple agencies, in-
cluding the Indian Navy,
could retrieve only two bo-
dies in the rescue opera-
tion that lasted months.

“Rat-hole mining, en-
tailing digging holes about
4-5 feet in height, allowing
an adult to squat and work,
is risky. However, daily
wages as high as 32,000 at-
tract many people to take
up the job,” Shillong-based
anti-illegal mining activist
Agnes Kharshiing said.

Earlier, the High Court
of Meghalaya constituted
the one-man Justice (re-
tired) B.P. Katakey Com-
mittee to investigate, moni-
tor, and recommend
measures for environmen-
tal restoration following
the ban on illegal coal min-
ing in the State. The panel’s
periodic reports have
hardly made any diffe-
rence, activists say.

e The explosion was likely caused by dynamite and has trapped several persons, police said
gfere A FeT o fapic Tuad: STaATHTgE & HRUN G 3R 3IH ds ANl T Y
e CM has promised action following one of the worst mining tragedies in the State since 2012

gﬁ%zon%ﬁmmaﬁa@ﬁwwmﬁﬁﬁﬁw%mmﬁﬁwwm

o Activists claim mine owners continue to operate illegally, despite the blanket ban on coal

mining
Frdematst 1 grar g fb eraar @ R guf ufady & ddvie Qe A1fid a0 § Jarad
TR T EUE

e Anexplosion in an illegally operated rat-hole coal mine in Meghalaya’s East Jaintia Hills
district killed 18 miners on Thursday, officials said

SRl = Fe1 o Hrearaa & qdf swifaan fewa forad & sy w0 & Warfera Ye-ga sraar
WeH ¥ fawhie I T¥aR &l 18 @S &1 Aid 81 718

e This is one of the biggest mining-related tragedies since July 2012, when 15 miners died in a
flooded mine in the State’s South Garo Hills district

Tg TS 2012 & §1¢ T I St Ja9 gt Tl # I U §, 54 A9 & Sfeor Y ey
fora & te STy @ | 15 @il & Aid 81 T8 R
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Two years later, in 2014, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) had banned the hazardous
mining method

I 9Iel §Te, 2014 H, PTG g TSI (NGT) 7 38 GRS T Ugiel W Ufdsiy o ez
i

Vikash Kumar, East Jaintia Hills district's Superintendent of Police, said the police received
information about an explosion at an illegal coal mine at Mynsyngat in the Thangsko area
around 11 a.m.

g srifaan fewd ford & gfer srcfters eI AR A g P i sl gag 11 at &
STUTY YT Ieh & & FAARITE # U@ sfay Hiae e H fawhic & gad et

A team rushed to the spot and confirmed that an explosion, suspected to have been caused
by dynamite, had trapped several persons at an unspecified depth

TP A Wb R Ugdl 3R IfY &1 {5 SIS Q 819 &1 ATRIHT a1 fawhie § s AT 3T
TMERIE W B LY

“We mobilised rescue and disaster response operations and recovered 18 bodies from
the site of the explosion. An injured person, initially rushed to a community health centre,
was referred to a higher medical centre for further treatment,” he said

I2H T, "G qTd SR TUGT WPt SR = U IR RREIE R d 18 Wd RTe
;ﬁ;q;gmww%ﬁmqmmWW?fwwaﬁ?aﬁﬁﬁmw
T

CM vows action

Rt A wRars 1 My fear

Expressing condolences to the families of those killed, Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma said the government has ordered an inquiry

AR TN AN & URART o Ul Yda ad HRd g¢ HUTad & It BI-RTS &. TITHT A FHgl
& WeR 3 wig & MW feu §

“Accountability will be fixed, and those responsible will face strict legal action,” he said

I Bgl, "TATaIE a9 3 TN 3R REAER A $ R B SR Sreard gnf

He also said that the government has announced an ex-gratia of ¥3 lakh for the next of kin
of each deceased mine worker

3I5i- U8 Ht H8l fb WBHR A UdD gd Ta it & GRSl & [T 23 ARG BT 3rag A
CARCIE LKA R

“We have started an investigation and have sought information from the people about the
miscreants involved in this illegal act,” Mr. Kumar said

ft HUR A HI, “TU ofid L& BR 4l ¢ 3R 7 (Y I § A ORI & IR T arif 3
He added that the police were gathering information about the mine owner and the people
who were running it

321 Bl b Gfery War Hifere 3iR S Feferd B3 arel @il & IR H oY Set 38! 8
The police registered a suo motu first information report (FIR) at the Khliehriat police
station under relevant sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, read with the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act and the Explosives Substances Act

gfery 3 femefeara gfe R o uRd =g dfgar, @ ok wfae (e sk faffaws)
Siftfraw a1 favpies uerd siftifraw o T&fia yR1sH & dgd wad: S FIR &6l &
District officials said teams from the National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster
Response Force, and Special Rescue Team have been engaged at the site to continue with
the rescue and recovery efforts

frem SifRrepTRaT = e fob wTgTa SmaeT ufdfspar aa, <9 smuer wfafshar 9 iR fadiv s=ma
T &1 < §aTa 3R RS ST RY W & o e R a1 §

Officials said they were trying to identify the victims, although locals said most of the
deceased were from Assam

3RrBTRET A el i 3 NfEa 3 ugam o1 &) SR R IR ¢, TTeliies R AT BT Hel
& & Sifeie Hds H A A
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Activists claim mine owners, backed by politicians and other influential people, continue to
operate illegally despite the NGT’s blanket ban on the mining of coal and its transportation in
April 2014, which was later upheld G%;he Supreme Court

Pricatal o1 amar 2 3 GUTARITERt AT & FHUA & W T Sria
201413@11?11@??3%?@&33‘—[11? NGT & guf ufaey, fo e a1g & Jiie &1d 7 off RawR 3,
F FAV[G MY FY F FATe ol W@ g4 §

Several accidents

There have been several incidents of coal mine accidents before and after the ban, killing at
least 50 workers to date
vfady & Ugd 3R 91¢ H HRIe WeH gUesl & &S ue- g3 §, o H o I &8 & 4 50
4Tl & 1d 51 91 §
The last major incident was in December 2018, also in East Jaintia Hills district, where at
least 15 miners were trapped in a flooded mine 370 feet below the surface
sifer St ge fawiar 2018 T gdf sraferar fwd fora o g3 o, ofgi Wag ¥ 370 Wie 44 &
SY GaH | $H 9 &Y 15 @He ha T Y
Multiple agencies, including the Indian Navy, could retrieve only two bodies in the rescue
operation that lasted months
TR Tfgd 3% ToiRa 7ElHT 9 9919 A § Sad &t /19 & Fdra It

“Rat-hole mining, entailing digging holes about 4-5 feet in height, allowing an adult to squat
and work, is risky. However, daily wages as high as ¥2,000 attract many people to take up the
JOb " Shillong-based anti-illegal mining activist Agnes Kharshiing said

&%awﬁﬁeﬁmmmﬁw e T, 8 T 4-5 B
ﬁﬂ%@%\‘mﬁ% 3R TP TS B! 6B BT HIAT USdl &, SHGH T 8| Afh €2,000 TH
B S Toigd) B8 ANl B 39 B B 3R ST Bl 3
Earlier, the High Court of Meghalaya constituted the one-man Justice (retired) B.P.
Katakey Committee to investigate, monitor, and recommend measures for environmental
restoration following the ban on illegal coal mining in the State

Ugd, NUTEd So <aTarad A o § 319y HIgar @4 IR ufaey & a1g yatavoita agmell &
f%mx—rgrmﬁm'—ﬂ 3R IU G 8q U d Jeddig arayfd (darfage) f.ft. wed afafa o
oA YT

The panel’s periodic reports have hardly made any difference, activists say

31t 1 BE1 & [ U BT smafties Rulel € I & &1 ®d usi @
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DAC to weigh acquisition of
Rafale ahead of Macron visit

Eighteen aircraft are likely to be acquired in flyaway condition to meet immediate needs, with the

rest to be manufactured in India, an official says; the source code will remain with the French side

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

head of French Pre-

sident Emmanuel

Macron’s visit to In-
dia for the artificial intelli-
gence Summit, the De-
fence Acquisition Council
(DAC), chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, is
scheduled to meet in the
second week of February
to consider key procure-
ment proposals aimed at
enhancing the operational
capabilities of the armed
forces.

A senior defence official
confirmed that the DAC
meeting would grant Ac-
ceptance of Necessity for
several acquisition propo-
sals. During his stay, Presi-
dent Macron is expected to
meet Mr. Singh to discuss
bilateral defence coopera-
tion between India and
France.

Another defence official
said that multiple propo-
sals will be tabled at the
meeting, including the ac-
quisition of 114 Rafale fight-
er aircraft from France.
Following DAC clearance,
the proposal will be placed

The procurement will take the total Rafale fleet in India to 176, with

the IAF already operating 36. PTI

before the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS),
chaired by the Prime Mi-
nister, for final approval.
Under the proposed
plan, the bulk of the air-
craft will be manufactured
in India, with indigenous
components accounting
for approximately 30% to
40% of the overall content,
providing a significant
boost to domestic defence
manufacturing. The offi-
cial added that 18 aircraft
are likely to be acquired in
flyaway condition to meet
the Indian Air Force’s im-

mediate operational re-
quirements, while the re-
maining jets will be
manufactured in India.
The source code, however,
will remain with the
French side.

Largest acquisitions

Defence experts noted that
once cleared by the CCS,
the deal will rank among
the largest defence acquisi-
tions undertaken by India.
The procurement will take
the total Rafale fleet in the
country to 176 aircraft,
with the IAF already oper-

DAC to weigh acquisition of Rafale ahead of Macron visit

! B AT ¥ UgA AP Bt @G W AR s Sgdt

Eighteen aircraft are likely to be acquired in flyaway condition to meet immediate needs,
with the rest to be manufactured in India, an official says; the source code will remain with

the French side.

T SHUBRT &

ating 36 Rafale jets and the
Indian Navy having placed
orders for 26 naval variants
last year.

The Al summit is ex-
pected to see participation
from representatives of
several countries, includ-
ing Brazil, Switzerland,
Greece, Serbia, Spain and
Finland.

Separately, Indian Air
Force chief Air Chief Mar-
shal A.P. Singh, in his inte-
raction with presspersons
earlier, had flagged con-
cerns over delays in fighter
aircraft deliveries, noting
that Hindustan Aeronaut-
ics Ltd. has fallen behind
schedule, partly due to de-
lays in the supply of the
F404-IN20 engines from
GE.

The IAF has repeatedly
underscored the urgency
of strengthening its fighter
fleet amid a rapidly evolv-
ing regional security envi-
ronment. “To maintain a
comfortable strength, we
need two squadrons,
around 30 to 40 aircraft,
produced every year. Re-
placement is not a choice;
it’'s a necessity,” the Air
Chief had said earlier.

TR A Td MTaRAHATSA DI R B & [ FATg3id He I § 18 faus

WIS WM Bl HTGAT §, Sidfe AN T AT 4R | fbar S 9 @rs wiiie uar & g

HEG
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Ahead of French President Emmanuel Macron’s visit to India for the artificial intelligence
Summit, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, is scheduled to meet in the second week of February to consider key procurement
proposals aimed at enhancing the operational capabilities of the armed forces.

Rrer gwes & fou wiv & Iyufa sA9ea Awl &1 HRd a1 4 Ugd, &
T Ty Rig o1 sregern archt 3&m siftRrgur uhug (Sieel) @ dow wRast & g Wi
B o B, For TR §al &1 HaTed ST e ¥ g WM Wi vard! W faER
ST
A senior defence official confirmed that the DAC meeting would grant Acceptance of
Necessity for several acquisition proposals.
agaﬁa%ﬁ{gi&n T A g B! 3 el dod B &3 SHRREU URdTal &1 saxgddl It Wi

I

During his stay, President Macron is expected to meet Mr. Singh to discuss bilateral
defence cooperation between India and France.

30 YA & GRM Tl & ot Rig I e SR YR a1 Wi & o9 fgueha van
AN R 99 A 31 3afiE g

Another defence official said that multiple proposals will be tabled at the meeting, including
the acquisition of 114 Rafale fighter aircraft from France.

TP 3 & SHRABRT A F5T b 96d H H3 UdA1d 3@ o, 59 i § 114 b d asTH
et o) @i o =i g

Following DAC clearance, the proposal will be placed before the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) chaired by the Prime Minister, for final approval.

& §1C URATd P YUTAHAT Bt &rmwawﬁgv&nwmﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁtw&lﬁ
(iRfew) & goe sifaw wlfiefa & forg v S|
Under the proposed plan, the bulk of the aircraft will be manufactured in India, with
indigenous components accounting for approximately 30% to 40% of the overall content,
providing a significant boost to domestic defence manufacturing.

TRATIad Aol & dgd SHfASBIR fadi ot At yRa & foar sam, o oa Iresh &1 ey
30% & 40% TGS Tedl 1 g, oy ave 3& faf=mtor &1 581 viers firem

The official added that 18 aircraft are likely to be acquired in flyaway condition to meet the
Indian Air Force’s immediate operational requirements, while the remaining jets will be
manufactured in India.

HYBRT A FST {5 HIRATT arg AT &1 AhTed JATA ATTIAD AT D! G DR o [T 18
T vargerd SR § WG I & GUIGHT §, SIaidh AV oic HRd | §1¢ SIa |

The source code, however, will remain with the French side.

gIailic | IS Wil Uaf & Ul 81 38|

Largest acquisitions

Defence experts noted that once cleared by the CCS, the deal will rank among the largest
defence acquisitions undertaken by India.

e faRwsl A et fob Wefied J Tt fire & o1 a8 TieT HRd gRT fhT 0 Tad a8 &
Sfprgun & it grm

The procurement will take the total Rafale fleet in the country to 176 aircraft, with the IAF

already operating 36 Rafale jets and the Indian Navy having placed orders for 26 naval
variants last year.

U TG I <X T Aqbd 38 B Hd WA 176 faur g1 el et URedg arg A1 U 3 36
gﬂmﬁtﬁaﬁam?ﬁ%&ﬁ?mﬁmﬁﬁ@ﬁaﬁzsﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁm&ﬁt&ﬁm
|

The Al summit is expected to see participation from representatives of several countries,
including Brazil, Switzerland, Greece, Serbia, Spain and Finland.

TS R wier o sTofte, %Emﬁs,sﬂv Ffefar, W 3R fFTds Ified s e &
yfafaftrt ot yrfierd 31 Swie 21
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Separately, Indian Air Force chief Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh, in his interaction with
presspersons earlier, had flagged concerns over delays in fighter aircraft deliveries, noting
that Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. has fallen behind schedule, partly due to delays in the
supply of the F404-IN20 engines from GE.

3T ¥, U a1g |1 Y TR 9w arRia €. bt Rig 7 uga difear I sra<dia & as1d
o Y smyfd & < &1 da iar oiars o, a8 Fed gu i igwae waRiAies fafies
T I e I 8 8, o1 Th HRUT SiS T F404-IN20 Fo11 Bt 3mgfed T 38

The IAF has repeatedly underscored the urgency of strengthening its fighter fleet amid a
rapidly evolving regional security environment.

ol T Sead &R GR&T ATdTaRol & §id HRAT arg 941 A 30 ASTE 9§ &1 Aoled H3-
! b ITcIdl Bl R-GR S@ifdhd foha g

“To maintain a comfortable strength, we need two squadrons, around 30 to 40 aircraft,
produced every year. Replacement is not a choice; it's a necessity,” the Air Chief had said
earlier.

TR A A U5 HT U1, “UATd fad 9914 3@ & 7T §H §R A1 TRTHAT 30 | 40 famm=, ot
3 WIS, TR TR $I T ¢ | UIRITTH F1S fadey e, 9fcsh T Sazadar g1
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Centre signs
tripartite pact
to create Naga
authority

LGS 11 Internal Security

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

A tripartite agreement for
creation of the Frontier Na-
galand Territorial Authori-
ty (FNTA) was signed bet-
ween Eastern Nagaland
People’s Organisation (EN-
PO), Nagaland government
and Union Home Ministry
on Thursday.

The agreement was
signed in the presence of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Nagaland Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio. EN-
PO is an apex body repre-
senting eight recognised
Naga tribes of the six east-
ern districts of Nagaland.

The agreement paves
the way for creation of the
FINTA for six districts of Na-
galand — Tuensang, Mon,
Kiphire, Longleng, Noklak
and Shamator — and devo-
lution of powers in respect
of 46 subjects to the FINTA.

Mr. Shah said it was a
significant day for a dis-
pute-free Northeast. “Ele-
ven years ago, several
armed groups and dis-
putes in the Northeast
were pushing the region
towards fragmentation and
disturbing its peace. At the
same time, many inter-
State disputes were dis-
rupting the peace of the
States,” he said.

Mr. Shah said that since
2019, the Centre has signed
12 important agreements
in the Northeast. Mr. Shah
said that he wants to assure
the representatives of EN-
PO that the Government of
India will assist in the deve-
lopment of Eastern Naga-
land and also will shoulder
its responsibility. He added
that a fixed amount will be
determined every year,
and the MHA will cover the
initial expenditure for its
establishment. The agree-
ment provides, inter alia,
for a mini-Secretariat for
FNTA, headed by Addition-
al Chief Secretary/Princi-
pal Secretary, sharing of
development outlay for the
Eastern Nagaland region
proportional to population
and area. However, this
agreement does not affect
in any manner, the prowvi-
sions of Article 371(A) of
the Constitution, the Minis-
try said.

EEhegin

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
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Centre signs tripartite pact to create Naga authority

&% 7 AT WIS & e & e Hueha Iwshd w
TIER fdg

e A tripartite agreement for creation of the Frontier Nagaland
Territorial Authority (FNTA) was signed between Eastern Nagaland
People’s Organisation (ENPO), Nagaland government and Union
Home Ministry on Thursday.

i s efveifvaa sruifedt (FNTA) & T8 & fore Puefia
UG R §Te Amas YgeT 8if (ENPO), 'S TWPR
3R HEY TTE HATAT & o9 THAR $I §WER fby Tu
e The agreement was signed in the presence of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio.

Ig qrdl $aig T 6wt Sifira =g iR Ands & geniEl Afeg fat
&1 IufRUfa H gEareid fobar |
e ENPO is an apex body representing eight recognised Naga tribes
of the six eastern districts of Nagaland.

ENPO, IS & ©¢ Ydf foral &1 318 AT=IaT UIt AN S=eifad &1
g &= arelt i SR gl
e The agreement paves the way for creation of the FNTA for six
districts of Nagaland — Tuensang, Mon, Kiphire, Longleng, Noklak
and Shamator — and devolution of powers in respect of 46 subjects to
the FNTA.

Ig qaeial AnTdS & B8 forat — quasi, 7, ey, aira,
Aware iR ATATER — & U FNTA & T34 3iR 46 faway 9 wafdd
faqal & FNTA 1 XdiaRul &1 01 TR &Rl g
e Mr. Shah said it was a significant day for a dispute-free
Northeast.
ot =18 7 PeT b T8 fare-gea gataw & o e wgayuf i3 81
e “Eleven years ago, several armed groups and disputes in the
Northeast were pushing the region towards fragmentation and
disturbing its peace. At the same time, many inter-State disputes were
disrupting the peace of the States,” he said.

e a4 Ugd, YR | $3 9 g 3R 391 39 87 & fagsa
B SR Yhd I ¥ 3R ST Mifd BT F1IT R I8 A1 WY &Y, S 3felR-
Ity e s ) wifd B yuifdd aR 3@ A, 36 FEl
e Mr. Shah said that since 2019, the Centre has signed 12 important
agreements in the Northeast.
oft =8 3 F8T1 {6 2019 T Fx 3 galor & 12 Hgayf Tusha e g
¢ Mr. Shah said that he wants to assure the representatives of ENPO
that the Government of India will assist in the development of Eastern
Nagaland and also will shoulder its responsibility.
oft =g 3 %51 {5 98 ENPO & TR &1 31 &1 a8 § o URa
WHR gdf Armes & e & Tgrar H3f $iR sroe former oft

e He added that a fixed amount will be determined every year, and the MHA will cover the
initial expenditure for its establishment.

Igi st fop g1 an e fAfda iR qg &) Seet 3k THEET 590 [T & fon yRfYS

Y I8 BN

e The agreement provides, inter alia, for a mini-Secretariat for FNTA, headed by Additional
Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary, sharing of development outlay for the Eastern
Nagaland region proportional to population and area.

IO §, =g aTal & 1Y, FNTA & forg frit-afaraa, fort sifafya ger aframems
| gR1 Jarerd faan Se, a1 gdf AnTds &3 & iU SIS 3R §a%d & Surd o
eI 319 & §Tar &1 UayE g1
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the Constitution, the Ministry said.

BT, FEATEr = gl foh I8 qoaidl [ o UhR ¥ Wfaem & srgede 371(A) & Ui &

JHTd A1 Hear

However, this agreement does not affect in any manner the provisions of Article 371(A) of

More money for defence, now fix the process

he Finance Minister has been rather
T generous. The new defence budget is

being touted as being the first double digit
jump in India’s defence expenditure in decades,
ever since its steady decline from 2017. At 2% of
the Budget, it sends a signal of strategic
determination in a more than unusually turbulent
world. The funds will have to be used prudently
and expeditiously, which demand systemic
change, not tinkering, in the Budget process. As
‘frenemies’ abound and a tenuous ‘rules-based
order’ collapses, there is no time to lose.

The good and the bad

The most talked about aspect is the Budget’s 15%
hike hitting 2% of GDP (up from 1.9% last year).
Second, in a notable shift, capital expenditure
has outpaced the revenue budget, up more than
22%, reversing years of neglect. Third, there is a
clear thrust toward modernisation. The Indian
Air Force gets a hefty 32% rise, while the Indian
Army has got a 30% hike for heavy vehicles and
weapons.

0ddly, the Indian Navy, with its ambitious
commitments in the Indian Ocean, gets 3%.
Ironically, this is probably due to its success in
indigenisation, and a proven capability to absorb
allotted funds.

All this is good. But the rupee has weakened
substantially against the dollar, which means that
payment for capital goods such as aircraft has
become more expensive. It is not all bad news.
Defence exports are rising — ¥23,000 crore last
year as against 1,000 crore in 2014. A chunk of
the Indian Army’s mobility equipment is made
here by the Tatas, Ashok Leyland and others. But
this does eat into the ‘double digit’ increase.

There are also the pension payments which

Dushyant Singh

is a retired Lieutenant
General, and,
currently, Director
General of the Centre
for Land Warfare
Studies (CLAWS)

Tara Kartha

is Director, Research
and Analysis, at the
Centre for Land
Warfare Studies
(CLAWS)

A defence
budget has to
also be seen as
a tool that
powers growth

rose by 6.56% but it is still at 21.84% when
compared to 27.95% for capital expenditure of the
Ministry of Defence (MoD)’s allocation. Before
FY1987-88, they came under central government
pensions and were not clubbed with the defence
budget. Despite this, the Budget was still 3.31% of
GDP. The size of the economy then was less than
half of what it is today, but it still provides a
certain perspective.

It might be time to reinvent that wheel.

Bureaucracy and delays

A welcome aspect is that 75% of the capital
acquisition budget for procurement has been
earmarked for domestic industries, which
includes private players. The government’s thrust
in this direction has been consistent, with
defence production recording a 174% surge from
2014-15. But beyond this is the reality of a
complex bureaucratic system, one aspect of
which is the L-1 (lowest cost) rule which favours
large industries rather than innovators who are
vital for a tech-intensive industry. They cannot
compete, especially when transitioning to
manufacturing. This needs not only hand holding
but also clarity in forward planning and promised
volumes.

The next factor is this — the interminable
delays in vital programmes such as Project 75 for
submarines approved in 1997. Expected delivery
times are now in the mid 2030s. The Rafale
fighter aircraft deal which was envisioned in the
1990s, saw results only 2019-20. It is unsurprising
then that the MoD had to return 12,500 crore of
its capital allocation in FY2024-25.

It is time to re-examine the repeated demand
for a Non-Lapsable Defence Modernisation Fund,
which was announced in the FY 2004-05 Budget

More money for defence, now fix the process

& & e 3t o=, 3ra ufehar &) St Y

Defence Budget and Strategic Outlook
GRcau

&1 JiC 3R

o The Finance Minister has been rather generous.
faw w3l arenspd SR W T
o The new defence budget is being touted as the first double digit jump in India’s defence
expenditure in decades, after its steady decline from 2017.

TT T&T FoI HR & &1 T T GRIPI 91 Ugal af ibig gfg & T § Ud foar S @ 8,
STt 2017 & fiRTaE & 91 M |
o At 2% of the Budget, it sends a signal of strategic determination in a turbulent world.
Tqole & 2% W, I8 320id fay # Yor-ifae gar &1 Idd aai gl
e The funds must be used prudently and expeditiously, requiring systemic change in the
Budget process, not mere tinkering.

3 fAfert &1 ST ArauTigd® 3R =frear & v s arfg, o fo aere ufssan & sraa
DTOTS 781 afep YureiiTa aiRaed =T ST ¢
e As ‘frenemies’ abound and a fragile rules-based order collapses, there is no time to lose.

e -3y Y 9¢ 38 8) oMk HHIR FHaH-3muTRd SIawT ge ¥8) 8, 99 YUY Ta &1

3R T8I B

speech but never implemented. Financial
convenience cannot result in the defence
industry being held hostage.

R&D lies scattered

A key area is research and development (R&D).
Funds for the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and a slew of
research organisations have been increased;
many have potential benefits for defence
production. But research is segmented. Despite
often being dual use, it seldom translates into
better defence capabilities. India’s overall
research budget also remains 0.66% of GDP.
Compare that to Japan at 3.70%, funded primarily
by the private sector. In India, there is a near
absence of private sector R&D. Those in the big
league must loosen up and unify research and its
direction.

A ‘pacifist’ country such as Japan has now
allocated 2.2% for its defence. So has Australia
with a far lower threat profile. Europe too is
moving to larger allocations. At issue here is the
“‘guns vs butter” lens through which the defence
budget is viewed. Instead, it needs to be melded
with the vision of Viksit Bharat’s $30 trillion
economy. The Border Roads Organisation, for
instance, delivers the connectivity for ‘Vibrant
Villages” programme which is vital to border
development.

In another example, the Prime Minister
remarked that indigenous shipbuilding has a 6.5
multiplier effect on employment, with its
multiple ancillary industries. This applies almost
across the board. The Budget has to be seenas a
tool for powering growth, rather than being a
“‘non development’ section. Once this is done, the
processes will follow.
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The good and the bad
DT 3R TR

The most talked about aspect is the 15% hike reaching 2% of GDP, up from 1.9% last year.
T I U8 15% B1 IS © S GDP & 2% dd Ugdl, o fursa adf 1.9% it

In a notable shift, capital expenditure has outpaced the revenue budget, rising over 22%,
reversing years of neglect.

T% AU dGard o, UShiTd o0 = I1o1ed gole &1 U IS faan, St 22% & 81t sgr, 3R
aﬁﬁa&&nﬁWM|
There is a clear thrust toward modernisation.
AMYFHIHI0T H1 3R WP SR B

The Indian Air Force gets a 32% rise, while the Indian Army receives a 30% hike for heavy
vehicles and weapons.

;ngﬂgg@ﬁmﬁsz%q@ﬁﬁ,m%%uﬁmﬁ%maﬁ?ﬁmésmso%
|

Oddly, the Indian Navy gets only 3%, despite its Indian Ocean commitmepts.

3fofid 91d 8 fr wRea DI Had 3% fira, Safe 9 g AR & Hgayut i
gl

This is probably due to its success in indigenisation and ability to absorb funds efficiently.

ggﬁwazmﬂmwﬁwmﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁuwaﬂﬁm“mﬁaﬂmévw
|

All this is good, but the rupee has weakened against the dollar, making capital goods like
aircraft more expensive.

g 9 33T §, Wb SUAT STAR & GhTad HHSR g3 7, O faw S yeita wmwm=
AN B MU S|

It is not all bad news — defence exports are rising, reaching ¥23,000 crore last year, up
from %1,000 crore in 2014.

T8 I e I ER Tol & — v&i Frafa 9¢ ¥8 ¢, o fUoa adf 223,000 #11s % Ugd, wefh
2014 § 21,000 IS |

A large portion of the Indian Army’s mobility equipment is manufactured domestically by
Tata, Ashok Leyland and others.
|1

IUBII| T 937 W1 S H T, 3P Ads 3R 3= gRT Afifd
fpar Srar 3|

However, this reduces the effect of the double digit increase.

BT, STV S 3P IT gfe &1 YU HH g offdl g |

Pension payments rose by 6.56%, but still stand at 21.84%, compared to 27.95% for capital
expenditure of the Ministry of Defence (MoD).

AT YT 7 6.56% i g3, Al T8 31ht off 21.84% B, Safoh 384T HaATerd & YSiiTd oad
BT 27.95% G|

Before FY1987-88, pensions were part of central government pensions, not the defence
budget.

FY1987-88 | Ugd, UM P AXHR $I U= BT fgwar o, Wi o &1 a1

Despite this, the Budget was 3.31% of GDP at that time.

b Ja9G, 39 TG §oIc GDP BT 3.31% T

The economy then was less than half of today, yet it offers perspective.

9 I Sifaw et Bt 3l | W w R, U ot 78 1 ef¥@ior ugH et B

It may be time to reinvent that wheel.

MG 3§ Y HARIT S fiR & 71 U 3 ST 0T 31 T[T 5

Bureaucracy and delays

A welcome aspect is that 75% of the capital acquisition budget for procurement has been
earmarked for domestic industries, including private players.
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TH GRS UGS T8 ¢ [ YSINTA SISV S5T BT 75% WG & fod B S, forest
oot gt ot =nfira 8, & forw Meifa fovan man §1

The government’s thrust has been consistent, with defence production rising 174% since
2014-15.

PR BT AR TR §71 381 &, 3R 2014-15 I Y& IATG 174% T 5|

But the reality is a complex bureaucratic system, including the L-1 (lowest cost) rule,
which favours large industries over innovators in a tech-intensive sector.

Afp Irafamdr Sfed NHITE) a1 7, o L1 (Je9) &0 arTa) faw wfa g, st
THNBITET & § Tauadep] B! Soid 98 ST B! §ear a1 3|

Innovators cannot compete, especially during the transition to manufacturing, and need
hand holding, forward planning and assured volumes.

Tauade Ufawayf T8 &= urd, faRive fAafor & GHur & RE, 9k I Jga, ff|
T 3R G A B Saxadhdr gt 71

Another factor is interminable delays in key programmes such as Project 75 submarines
approved in 1997, with delivery now expected in the mid-2030s.

TH 3 HRE A 33 §, S 1997 W TWipd Winide 75 TAgsdt, et feeiast 3id 2030
F U F A | MR B

The Rafale fighter aircraft deal, envisioned in the 1990s, delivered results only in 2019-20.
Abd TSTP fAAT T, BRH! HeuT 1990 & =1 H HI 73 R, uRoms Had 2019-20 A
fore

It is unsurprising that the MoD returned ¥12,500 crore capital allocation in FY2024-25.
ZfoIT Sed T8t fob YT HEATard A FY2024-25 ® 212,500 $R1S YSINTd 3fTde derT|
There is a need to revisit the Non-Lapsable Defence Modernisation Fund, announced in
FY2004-05, but never implemented.

FY2004-05 & BT AAT-ATAael I8 MYFIBIHI0 HIY R GAGIR &1 S1agendl 6, forg FHaft
GIUGRAE IR

Financial convenience should not hold the defence industry hostage.

faxfta giauT & SR ST ST BG4S g1 AT AT

R&D lies scattered

ST 3R fawrT foa=T gan

A key area is research and development (R&D).

TS UHW &7 AU 3R faprT (R&D) B

Funds for DRDO and other research organisations have increased, with potential benefits
for defence production.

DRDO 3R 3= ST WA & T ¢ 77 3, oI Y&l Iere=T & W1 ary |

But research remains segmented, and despite dual-use potential, seldom translates into
defence capability.

QA ST Wiea 71 g3 ], 3R f§-SUahT &raan & STace, I8 XIS &) & & o
gaadi gl

India’s overall research budget is 0.66% of GDP, compared to Japan’s 3.70%, largely
funded by the private sector.

YRA BT Hd AT IoIc GDP BT 0.66% &, s ST BT 3.70%, S T&Td: feh & gRT
foaaiidd g1

In India, there is a near absence of private sector R&D, and major players must unify and
align research direction.

R H fAelt &1 & R&D &1 @ SufRAfA &, 3R 72 Fyafeal & srgae™ &1 Taipd
3R fe=m-FE R S arfgul

A pacifist country like Japan now spends 2.2% of GDP on defence, and Australia too has
higher allocations.

WU oI ifaardt 37 3@ GDP BT 2.2% &1 W W $Rd ¢, 3R fTeferar 7 1ft 3= 3nrded
fear g

Europe is also moving toward higher defence spending.

R 1t I T8l 39 BT SR §g W B
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The issue is often seen through the ‘guns vs butter’ lens, but it should align with the vision
of Viksit Bharat and a $30 trillion economy.

Y e, P SRR 9 T T2 VD0 T 9T 1T &, Afr 58 fawpfa uRa 3iv $30
feferam srdaawyt & =Paiu § Sien =T

The Border Roads Organisation supports connectivity for the Vibrant Villages
programme crucial for border development.

ST AT NSO argsic fades SrdeH & U Hfdefadt ueH Har g, S JHT
e & o TRy 21

The Prime Minister noted indigenous shipbuilding has a 6.5 employment multiplier effect
through its ancillary industries.

YT = Fg1 o TRt wrgret frmfor &7 6.5 AR T[UIe GHTE &, off S9! Tgra® SEl
& T Y Bl

This impact applies across sectors, making defence a growth driver, not a non-
development expenditure.

Tg yyTa Jft &t & arL g 8, o e U fayeTa arerss st 7, 7 i IR-fawry |
Once this perspective is adopted, processes will follow.

TP IR I8 VDI 3T S, o ufshard Tad: M gt |
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